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[t is now over one hundred years since the Diarg was written and in November 2018 it was the centenary

of the end of World War 1 in November 19138.

In \)une 2019 it was one hundred years since Priscilla’s return home and her marriage to Cgril in November

1919. T he Transcription is therefore a ’cimeiy remembrance of this part of their lives.

Thisis certainlg no novel or authoritative work .
Flease feel free to correct and ci'iange any errors or mistakes you may find and for which | aPoiogise in

advance.

M\lj motive in uncicrtaking the Transcription was to commemorate the centenary of the end of the [First
World War in 2019 and to commemorate Priscilla’s service and the service of all the other nurses in the

Great War as well as to make the Diar3 available to read for everyone but Particularig her iamilg.

Mg speciai thanks go to Priscilla’s grandci'iiiciren, Richard, Jucig, Kag, Manc‘iy, Jenni, Jane and Joi‘m and

esPecia“g Jermi for suggesting the need for the Diarg trariscriPtion. Anc‘i to the ioveig Kag for suPPor‘ting
a husband often living ini9i15-1916.

]t was a cha“enge to comPiete however it was also a very interesting and rewarciirig task. The transcription
and the many “Page notes” at the end of each transcriPtion page explaining wrio, wi—ien, where and what has

taken around ten months to compiete between October 2018 and SCPtember 2019.

[t would be rea”9 nice to think that the ’cranscriPtion may encourage families to celebrate and record the
lives of those who have “been here” before us ,as well as those who we are still able to asi<, and to document

their lives and experiences which after all are so much a Par’c of our own lives.

! 2cdication

Dedicated to Frisci”a and all the nurses in all the wars who dedicated themselves so bravclg and

unscllcisl'iiy and with so much devotion* so that others may five.

*[Dcvotion -~ Sec Australian War Memorial (AWM) Ha” of Memorg.]
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Frisci”a \/\/ardle Diary | ranscription
Y P

The T ranscription

This transcriPtion was started initia“g from a Photocopg of a Photocopg Proviclecl by the State
Librarg of Victoria. | his Photocopg was of a very poor quality Particularlg for Diary pages
numbered 1 to 51 with Diarg pages numbered 52 to ioojust above poor . Frisci”a’s handwriting
too was initia”y difficult to understand.

We subsequentlg found Frisci”a’s original Diarg (see Diarg what Diarg’. page 265) the first thctg
Diarg pages are still very hard to read and very faint butthe last tittg Diarg pages are in Frisci”a’s
original t:anclwriting‘ What a find!

A “transcription” is simplg that. Read and understand the words and transcribe them into a
document which taittncullg mirrors the original. [However my aPProach of wanting to understand the

context as tu”g as Possible made it more than this.

]t has taken !onger than origina”g P!anned as a result of the need to research the Peop!c, names,
Placcs, dates, tamily links, cities, ar‘ticles) cliseases, war tﬁstorg, events and stories detailed bg
Frisci”a in the Diary. l did not want PCOP]C to have to search for this information bg having to go
to other pages within the document and to avoid this | have added “Pagc notes” to each of the
transcription pages but this has resulted in the rePetition of some information. [ Jowever ] hope

you will appreciate the easy access to this “Page note” information.

Tl"ICFC is further detailed information attached in the document. Ttﬁs includes a brief Frisci”a
biograplﬁy) information about )Cincling the origina] Diarﬂ, the conservation unclertaken, information
on the volunteer nurses, a changing time, nursing tn'crarctlg, what each hospital c!icl, a currency
comParison, a list of nurses on the sl’xip to E_nglancl, Frisci”a’s service l’listorg, extra associated
cliary tﬂPe pages, tamilg letters, Photographs and a number of © tacts, thoughts and characters”.
]mpor‘tantlﬂ

«“Thisisa 55mpatﬁetlba/[y created transcn})tion which transcribes the on"gina/ text as accurafe{g as
Possfb/c"
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] ranscription rules

a. E_ach « Diar9 page number “ indicated on the transcriPtion page corrcsPonc{s to the
Diarg page number of the origina] diarg.

b. Thc format of the dates varies in the Diarg but thcg are transcribed as they were
written.
The dag of the week and /or the month and/or the year have been added to the date
entry 139 me where required. T he additions are in brackets. Example 6una’aﬂ)

c. Thc Diarg has 97 Diarg pages with entries, two pages with no entries and Diar9 page
100 has 41 signatures. (Transcription of the front cover and Hg leaf is also included.
) (T he back cover and ﬂg leaf have no information and are not included)

d. Priscilla used the sgmbo] ~ to indicate a break in entry and this has been retained in
the transcription.

e. Friscilla used the symbo] & which has been changcc] to the word and in the
transcription to assistin making the text easier to read.

f. Researched words are highliglﬂtcd in grey with an cxp!anation in the “page notes” at

the bottom of each transcriPtion page .
<. Thc Diar9 is sometimes difficult to read for different reasons , see also Diary what

Diargl on page 265.

h. Where worcl(s) could not be identified unknown? is entered.

“For comlo/ctc accuracy lo/case refer to the on"gina/ D]’a{y pages. ?

\J:'mu;’n‘t,’; 2020 FagC4



we THE ...
| “GRAPHIC"” SERIES
[ e | OF

PEN-DUPLICATE
'ORDER BOOKS.

H | 80 DUMLICATE. No 14. .‘

7’
SUITABLE FOR PEN OE TENCOIL.
—_—— . = = == —;"




Frisc{”a \/\/arcﬂe D{asy Tgmnscriptio;w

Diary ~ Front cover
Ccntra] Labef

Top rigl'\t hand corner two numbers written D 829699
D 82990-0

Name of Hospital written Malassises Hospita]
Above the word FEN=DUFLICATL

Bot’com left hand corner written Fﬁscf"a WarC“c

Abovc the word SUITABLE

D 829699 — (Inknown

D 82990-0 ~ Unknown

Malassises Hospital -~ No 7 British (GGeneral Hospital Malassises in Saint Omer, [Trance
Priscilla Wardle - Friscilla [sabel Wardle the Author
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Frisc{”a \/\/arcﬂe D{asy Tgmnscriptio;w

Diarg ~ Title page

Frisci"a Warc”c
R.M. S. “Orontes”
April 1915

K_oju 7~ Aunt 7| izbeth?
Aun < il kuara?

Priscilla Wardle - Priscilla |sabel Wardle the Author

RM.S. - Royal Mail Service, Royal Mail SHP, Koyal Mail Steamer

Orontes - Orient | ine Steamer, launched 10 M33 1902, accommodation 200 first class, 200 second class and
600 third class

Roju ~Flderor [T ldersin JaPancse !anguage?

Aunt - Sister of one’s father or mother or the wife of one’s uncle

Lizbetlﬁ - Mag be I lizabeth Agncs (Lizzie) Wardle

Fkuara - A person’s name in the JaPanese Ianguage?
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« | felt very sad watc['xing, the last little bit of A\ustralian shores”

Diary page |

R.-M.S . Orontes APri] 22 1915 (Tﬁursday)

We left Frccmant]c 3cstcrday atitam Punctuaﬂy and | felt very sad watc})ing the last little bit of
Australian shores wondering if and when | would see it again ~ like everyone gathered on the
stern of the shiP to see a most ‘wonderful sai]ing, in fact it was a dawn of such vivid coloun'ng |
have never before seen and on the beautiful sea it was an quuisitc sight . Bert [Howson took me
to his home at 7am in a motor and it was such a nice ride - the? air? was fresh and keen and the
bougainvi”ea that mother and | love so much in almost every gardcn.

None of us had any slccP the Prcvious night as we got into port at miclnight and unloading and
1oading straightaway. Both the [Howson Family and the Wardles were most kind and | crjogccl my
visit to them — all came to the boat to see me off — it seemed quibc an event for them all. Wc are
nowjust bcginning to cnjoy the voyage ~at 1 Tam todag we had a massed meeting in the saloon to
aPPoint a sports committee and arrange fora good time — it was decided to ask the men for 10/-
and the ladies 5/~ subscription ~to have a dance tonight and ask all the first saloon folks to
come out. \We are 69 ladies and 35 men in the 2nd, So if we did not have our Doctors company

we woulcl indeed be c]csolatc but thcg on thc othcr hand are loncly ancl need our company too —~

it was vcryjo"y this afternoon......

RM.S- Koyal Mail Service, Koyal Mail Ship, Koyal
Mail Steamer

Orontes - Orient |_ine Steamer, launched 10 Mag
1902, accommodation 200 first class, 200 second class
and 600 third class.

April 22741915 - Thursday 22 April 1915
Yesterc{33 — Wednesc‘ag 21 April 1915

Frcemantle - A suburb and the Port area of the city of
Perth the capital city of Western Australia

Bert Howson - Herl}ert Thomas Howson, 22 yrs
(189%-1962) son of Marg Ann Wardle. Pert enlists in
i915. Injurec{ in [rance Brotl’xer Jvon James [Howson
who loses leg in the war and dies in 1919.

Home - 14 Hampton Rcl Freemantle‘

Bougainvi”ca - Thomg ornamental vines, bushes or trees

with brigl’xt!g coloured Pinl(, red, orange, white or Purple

HOWCI‘S.

January 2020

Wardles - Wardle relatives [iving in Western Australia
and in the capital of Perth

[Howson Familg -~ Sece PBert [Flowson

Massed - E_vcrgonc

Saloon - Ship’s Saloon - Largc social lounge ona
passenger ship sometimes with drinks available.

10/~ s}wi”ings = %1 in decimal currency and worth$59
toclag

5/~ s}wi”ings =50 cents in decimal currency and worth $%0
toclag

First — First class

274~ 27 class

Jo”g ~In goo& sPirits, happy, chcer‘Ful, ]ivcly, crjogable,

merr3
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rrisciiia Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘ion

« Many of the men here knit very well”

Diary page 2

...thcg all came over and did icnitting and sewing with us many of the men here knit very well ~ the Marconi
officeris wonderful - he does my brown scarf that ] started with the tubular effect —~ never made a mistake
either ~ one of the doctors is maicing washers and another took a camisole from one of the girls and did
the sca“oPing quitc well, chtcrdag | had my Pi‘iotograpi'i taken on the boat deck with two of the girls and
if ] getacopy will send it ~ cluitc spicndici of me itis.| had  sets of deck quoits todag and intend Practising
as we'll have Prizes later on. T he treasurer reports having collected £35 for sports and in the 1% saloon
over £50. | he Doctors say it is most cxpcnsivc there ~a guinea for sports fee and all sorts of incidental
expenses. Am scnciing our passenger list - Plcasc icccP it for me when | come home. | must buy a sort of
Pitiﬂ hat in Colombo as it is getting hot now - T he officers tociay all came out in white suits and tomorrow
]’” have to getouta cool dress —~ ] must find out how much it will cost us to go to the big ball at Colombo
as | have heard it is rather cxpcnsivc ~ as the 5i1iP is behind time it is rumoured that we may not be able to
stay long as usual there which would be very disappointing. You'd have Probabig heard that Bertie

Howson

and Reg Wardle came.......

Marconi officer — Radio officer who manages si’wip
communications Mr Siwag

Tubuiar~ Knitting creates a seamless tube may use 4 or
5 needles

Washers — [Face washers

Camisole — A sleeveless top or unciergarment for women
Sca”oping — Series of small curves that form an

ornamental border on cioti‘ncs, tablecloths or

handkerchiefs

Boat deck ~ The deck where lifeboats are launched
Deck quoits - Tiﬂrowing metal, rope or rubber rings to
land in Point scoring zones or over a spii«i

£35 Pouncis =$%$70 decimal currency worth $41 30 toda3

i*t saloon — First class iargc social iounge on a passenger

siﬁiP sometimes with drinks available.

January 2020

£50 Pouncis = $100 decimal currency worth $5900 tociag
Guinea-21/- shiiiings =$2.10 decimal worth $126
tociag

Fith hat — [ _ightweight “sholapith” covered in fabric also
called heimet, safari i’ieimct, sun helmet.

Big Ball - formal dance party may include ballroom
dancing

Bcrtic Howson - Heri}ert Ti’iomas Howson, 22 yrs
(189%-1962) son of Mar\zj Ann Wardle. Bert enlists in
1915, ]njureci in France Prother of Jvon James [Howson
who loses ieg in the war and diesin 1919.

Reg Wardle - Reginaid Wardle son of Reginaici Thomas
Warc”e and Katiﬁieen Watson in Freemantie

Fagc 12
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« |t is so smooth now that one would think one was on the highwag going to Sorrento”

Diary page 3

....... to the boat at 2.30am and wakened me up, however Matron decided that it would not have been quite
the thing « Comme il faut” to have gone out at that time of the nig]'lt with out a lady in the party. So B
came back at 7 and in the meantime | tried to get another slceP but it was imPossiblc with the noise on the
wharf. |t is so smooth now that one would think one was on the highway going down to Sorrento -Mg
fountain pen is sPlcndid ~ some of the girls are unable to use theirs as thcg «kick” Wc are all trging so hard
to master [ rench but] find it very hard to talk it at all. We had Sir David Harclie come over to see us
today ~ he is a medical man from bn’sbane - Mr Giasgow from Gympic is also a passenger ~ he is Jim’s
father - ] must 5Pcak to him and tell him who ] am. Onc of the Quccns]and nurses Miss Chapman isa
Frcsbytcrian minister's daughtcr and her father used to be in Gympfc for years. She knows the
burbidgcs quitc well and lots of other Pcoplc | met there. Our Marconimanis quitc the most excruciating
man on the shiP we've met so far ~ he’s cvcrgbody’s boclg as (Grandad Allan would have said. At
Freemantle we read the war news and it rather dcprcsscd us — discussed it with each other then decided

to try and Forgct it until we.......

Matron ~Jane}j McRobie LemPriere AANS Matron not QA”\ANSR

Comme ilfaut -~ [French for Conforming to accepted standards

B - Bert Howson

Sorrento - Bcacl‘n towns!’rip on Mornington Peninsula Victoria 263kms from Ba”arat, Priscilla’s home.

Fountain pen — A nib pen with internal ink reservoir. \Works bg gravity and capi”arg action.

Kick — Assume this is when pen becomes clry and digs into paper without writing,

rench = The PeoP]c or the language of [rance.

Sir David Hardie - Scottish doctor working in Brisbane, Australia, aged 59, famous and lmighted ni913%

Brisbane - Capfta! city of the state of Qpecnslanc{ in Australia

Mr G[asgow - Samuel Glasgow Prominent storekecper and mining magnate in Ggmpie in Qpeenslanc’ in Australia

Jim's — | ieutenant James Glasgow lost a leg in [Trance and dies in 1923 has famous brother Sir T homas William Glasgow.
chcnsland ~ A State in the North of Australia

Miss Chapman ~ Jemima “Minnie” Logie Chapman QAIMNS Reserve nurse.

[Her father - Rev Andrew Chapman

Gympic ~ Coastal city | 60kms north of the caPitaI Brisbane in the State of chcnslanc‘ in Australia

Marconi man - Radio officer who manages s!—n’P communications Mr Sl’xag

Evcrgbody’s bod3 — Mag mean he agrees with everyone and does what theg want. Has no thoughts of his own.

(randad A”an - Kober’c A”an (1818-1 897) father of Friscilla’s mother [sabella . Friscilla would have known him till she was
5.

f:recmantlc - A suburb and the port area of the city of Ferth the capital city of Western Australia
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“T here are so many distractions on board that it is hard work to get half an hour to

oncsclmc”

Diary page 4

..... can no longcr do so. T here are so many distractions on board that it is hard work to get half an hour
to oncsclmc. Thcrc are 400 passengers in the third class and thcy seem to be drcadmcuﬂg over crowded. A
man who | nursed at Clarendon [House -a little English man is in the third class - returning home as he
has had cnough of Austra]ia. The Walker's the Scotch Pcoplc | told you of are relations of Lady
Denman - tl'lcy are such awmcu"y nice People. Miss Donaldson the girl Toby and Hi“ie met at Sorrento
is a second cousin to Annie Swan so we have quitc notable folk ~ to say nothing of an |ndian Prince who
is coming on at Colombo. Dr Trinca was on the “(Grantala” the hospital shiP that went to the South
Seas at the first of the war so he is most interesting on the subjcct and has a number of Photograpl'ls that
he took while on that tﬂ'P. Heis like me so we're both told both in looks and mannerisms ~ could casily be
taken for brother and sister. [{ad Winnie Millers box of sweets toc]ay thcg were very goocl ones — and
on the outside of the box was a black velvet cat which | have Pinned to the front of my blouse for luck.

One of the girls calls me the “Splintcr” butin French -~ | even answer to it now my name Priscilla seems to

fascinate......

Clarcn&on Housc - A Medical Home at 150
(larendon St Melbourne, Demolished 1960-1964.
Priscilla managed this venue prior to her departure
English ~The People or languagc of Eng[anc{
Australia - T he continent of Australia

Scotch - “Scottish” Peoplc from Scot!and

Lad\zj Denman — Gertrude (T rudie) Mary Denman
(1884 ~ 1954) Married 1903. Wife of Lorcl Denman the
fifth Governor (General of Australia. Oxcmciciaug named
(Canberrain 1913.

Miss Donaldson ~ [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at
Ballarat Hospita] and departed with Priscilla on the Orontes.
Priscilla’s best friend

Tobg ~ Florence (Toby ) Vines Family friend and
AANS Sister. (1885 - 1979)

rﬂi”ic - Probably rﬂilc{a (t”‘li]!ic) A”an \/\/arc”c Frisci”a’s
sister agecl 27 in1915.

Sorrento ~ Peach township on Moming’con Peninsula
Victoria 263kms from Pallarat, Priscilla’s home.

January 2020

Annie Swan — Annie Sheperd Swan famous Seottish
journalist and novelist (1859 — 1943)

|ndian Prince - Urx!cnown - COUH be Frince Sikga or
Prince Gorok or Price Palukin

(Colombo ~ Capital city of Ceglon in 1915 now Capital
of Sri| anka

Dr T rinca - Al\crec{ JohnTrinca (1884-1981) 31 years
(Alfie or AJT)

(Grantala — Australia’s first and only Rogal Australian
Navy (RAN) Hospita| SHIP

South Seas — Rabaul, New Guinea and Antarctic
Waters

Winnie Miller — Unknown

Black velvet cat — Magbe Black Cat chocolates }33
Fasca”/Caclburﬂ. Later tlﬁeg had a Plastic cat attached
to the box.

SP!inter~“éclat “in French - magbe because she was
wearing the black cat and it sounds like “cat”

French - The Ianguage of [France
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“The dance wasjust lovclg ~| had every one”

Diary page 5

..... PcoPlc - thcg want to call me bg my name much sooner than if it had been [ ffie or somcthing like that.
Now | must make mysclf look as nice as | can tonight for the dance. We had Gypsg Rose music last
Tuesclay nig]wt and it putme in mind of Gussie A"an and [ oowoomba - as it was then that | saw “63]353
Rosc” you know.

Must stop now for a while as [ on[g have 4 hours before dinner in which to don my Frcf:tfcsi' dress for a
dance ton[g/n!' you know and | Particu/ar[g want to fascinate a gcnt/cman at our table | think is k/'na'!y
inclined towards yours tru!y. Ml be most afl:salopomtca’ you know /fmy natural feminine instinct has failed
me in this case gou know. ['m getting quitc a dab at deck games you know ~ do you know that [ heard
someone say the other c/ay that / was quitc a sport you know. Tomorrow gfr//’// tell gou of the dance.
Friday n?ght 2% APri]. One of the Doctors took up my book and wrote the above few si”g lines. The
dance wasjust Iovclg ~| had every one — there is an army of men todag comPlaining that thcy did not get

a chancc OF a dancc ........

Tonight - Frobab]g Thursclag 22 APriI 1915. T he d39 Priscilla started her Diarg entries

Guypsy Rose - Too early for Cypsy Rose |_ee she would have been Four years old. Maybe the music of the Ragged Ragtime
G}jpsg Girds influenced bfj 63P59 sty[e music. |t's a mystery

[ast T uesday night — T uesday the 20 of April? T he night before c{cparture from ["reemantle. We are assuming [riscilla
has boarded Orontes for cleparture from Melboume on Weclnesc{ay 4 APri! or Thursc{ag 15 APril . The Orontes then
stopped at Adelaide before going to Fremantle where it departed on Wednesdag 21 April 1915at 11 aminthe morning.
Gussie Allan - Was this re]cerring to James Allan who owned dress stores in Ggmpic and Brisbane?

T oowoomba - T he (Garden City” 125 kilometres west of Qpeens]anc{’s capitol city Brisbane

Don - Fut on

One of the doctors \/\/as it the same suspect doctor as in Diarg page 7. Dr Wa|ter Ccci] Marsc{en
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“ Authorftics on this ship are most anxious about our saFctg”

Diary page 6

..... | sat a dance out with a man who shall be nameless and cnjogcd it more than dancing ~ the night was
Pchcct and a Iovcly week old moon streaming on the water — beautiful music — High Jinks, GyPsic Rose
and good Kags. | know that you will not receive this until we have arrived in |_ondon so will tell you that the
authorities on this shiP are most anxious about our salcety ~ tomorrow afternoon we are all to muster at
4.30 for Practisc with lifebelts and boats ~ the women irrcsPcctivc of class on the 14t Class deck — the
men on the 2" with our life belts on. Tonight as we are nearing the clanger zone we had to dine with very
few lights and the deck is harc“g lightcd at all, At Gibra]tar we stop for 24 hrs for the engines to be
cleaned so as to ensure a quick run up the Channel -~ All ladies and men passengers hcthcg Prc{:cr are to
be put off at Flymouth and we are to train it up to |_ondon instead of going up the Channel . The
passengers are advised to get their money from the purser and hang it on their person in a little bag s0
you see great Prccautions are bcing taken. On Mondag we are to be vaccinated and 5unclay our second

inoculation. | must geta slouch hat at Colombo — | should have.....

High Jinks — Poisterous fun or carefree antics or horseplay.

G}jpsy Kose ~Too ear!}j for G}jPSH Kose Lee she would have been Fouryears old. Maybe the music of the Kagged Ragtime
Gypsg Giirls influenced bg Gypsg stg|e music. [t's a mystery

Rags -« Kagtime” may come from “ragged or sgncopated rhgthm” —a“rag”in ¥+ time is a ragtime waltz

| ifebelts - Or li{:ejac!(ets very basicin 1915 with cork wooden battens sewn into waterprooF canvas very bu”<3‘
Gibraltar — Pritish overseas territory on a SPanislﬂ headland dominated by the Rock of Giibraltar

Clﬂarmel - E_nglisl’x Cl’uarmcl the }Jody of water between E_ng]ancl and France

Flymouth - Fort Citg in Devon in SOU’C}’I Wcst E_ng]ancl often used as Por’c of entrg and cleparturc instead of London‘
| ondon = T he caPital city of England on the English east coast.

Monday ~ Monday 26 APril 19157

Vaccinated - Injection of dead or weakened Pathogens to induce immunitg

Sunclag — Sundag 2 Mag 19157

Inoculation — lrjection to live Patl'\ogens to infect a person to induce immunitg

(olombo - Capita! city of Ce}ﬂon in 1915 now Capital of Sril anka
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rri:‘)d”a Wa rdle Dia ry Tmranscription

“Today we all came out in light clothes and white footwear”

Diary page 7

E nroute to the Eami[g circle oi we alf /mpc to meet in the dim future - [ fo;:got to mention this in my d/la(y
-~ /n the gay Cfty of LonJon where the nurses will be scattered to the four winds how sad and weary will
18 medical men be but t/zeﬂ all /70/36 to see the nurses and meet them again in the future either
Profess/ona/[y or otherwise ~ (God's will be done

RKMS Orontes 224715 W Cccﬂ Ward Esq
/3 you are wise T his is the work of
As [surmise another doctor
You’// be wary of the maiden passenger
With the c/rcamy eyes

ww
..... got Jean to have made me a bashing hat. [1ad our sports meeting and it was decided to ask 5/~ for
ladies ~ | have entered for bric]gc and euchre tournaments also deck quoits. Othcr tournaments are held
in chess, dominoes, deck billiards (Jnknown board. Today we all came out in light clothes and white
footwear ~ the appearance of the lot looked awfu”y well . Aﬂ morning the orchestra Plagcd on our deck.
| asked them for Mc]ocly in 7 and Gipsy Rosc and others had requests, had rags, intermezzo? and ...

OL‘J - Frenc]’x for “when”

Gay —~ Cheerfdl haPPQ:J0][3,j03FU]~

| ondon ~ T he capita! city of Eng[and on the Eng[is]’x east
coast.

Medical men = Doctors

God’s will = T he will of (God, Divine will. Avolition or P]an of
God.

RMS Orontes - Ship they are trave”ing on

22/4/15 — Tl’]is is the cla3 of c]cparture from Freemantlc
T]’lursclaﬂ 22 Apri] 1915, some records say Wedncsd33 21
April 1915

W Ceci[ Warc{ Esq - lnventec{ name -~ Suspect Dr Wa]ter
Ceci[ Marsden his signature is on page 100.

WW - For\/\/ Ceci] Ward Esquire, ]nvented name - Suspect
Dr Wa[ter Ceci[ Marsden his signature is also on page 100.
Bashing - Could be dashing (impressivc> butl think she means
a hat for “basl—:ing around” in. Casual non formal wear.

5/~ sl-li][ings =50 cents decimal worth $30 todag

Bridge —~ A trick taking card game using the whole deck of 52
cards.

F uchre - A trick taking card game P[agcd with 24, 28 or 32

carcls

January 2020

Deck quoits - T}nrowing of rope or rubber rings at a target of
rings or a stake. Hig]’xest score wins.

Chess - A strategy game plaged on 64 squares. (chessboard)
Ancient battle /war like game.

Dominoes - T ile based game P!aged b}jjoining tiles with similar
number of dots. Winneris one with no tiles.

Deck billiards — Or “shuffleboard” Stancling game of Pushing
coloured disks with a long “cue” stick at a target. Nearest the
target wins.

Melodg in 7 — (nusual time signature (septup[e meter) 7/8,7/4
N music

Gipsg Rose~ ] oo carlg for Ggpsy Rose | ee she would
have been four years old. Magbe the music of the Raggec{
Kagtime Ggpsg Giirls influenced bg Ggpsg stgle music.
]t’s a mystery

Kags - Kagtimc” may come from “raggcd or sgncopatcd
r]’xgt]’ym” —a“rag” in %+ time is a ragtime waltz

|ntermezzo — A comPosition which fits between other musical or

dramatic items.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“|tis getting hotter and hotter”

Diary page 8

..... | read a lovcly long letter from Unclc Wﬂl this morning — it was a letter that ] shall kccp alwags - M
nice one. Qur Frenchis Progressing but Matron LemPricrc is studying more than we are 'm afraid ~ she
is becoming quitc a good ]inguist. Did| tell you thatina shoP in Frecmantle | came across Mrs Camec”
- Fcrcy Campbc“’s mother — like a fool | told herwho | was and | could ham“y getaway sheisa great talker.
A Miss Clarlcc from Queensland told me that her sister knows Jack King saw him on the wharf and he
told her ] was on board. ] am to]cl that we are ncan'ng the Cocos ]siands the scene of the E_mdcn Light
but do not think we shall go from our course to see them..

Monday 26t (Apﬂ7 1915)ltis getting hotter and hotter — last night a number of passengers slcPt on
deck but the commandcrgavc an order that no mattresses were to be taken up on deck. 50 ] believe the
5|ccPing in the chairs was not much of a success . After we left Freemantle we gotices two or three times
a clag sO that hclPs to lcccP us cool — we have them for 11 o’clock instcacl of beef tea. Iccd water too and
we order limcjuicc in town — a bottle goesina day and a half - between 5 of us, but the water is so very
tasteless by itself. Inoculated again today at 12 am and am bcginning to feel it — got 500 million and 250

million.....

Uncle Will = William [ dward Burbidge?
French-The People or the 1anguage of ["rance.
Matron |_empriere - Janey McRobie |_empriere
AANS Matron not QAIMNOR

Linguist - A person who spcaks different Ianguagcs
Freemantle - The port area of the city of Perthin
Western Australia

Mrs Campbe” - Not found

Ferc\zj Campbe” - Not found

Miss C]arke - E_vangaline Alice C|arl<e (also C]erkc)
deens[and — Tl’\e State of deensland in the north of
Australia

Jack Kiing - Not found

(ocos ]slanc{s ~Cocos (Kecling} ]slands aremote

territory of Australia in the |ndian ocean

Emc{cn Iight — Wrcck of 5!\/\5 Embdcn the GCrman
Iig}ﬂt cruiser sunk and beached on Cocosin 1914

January 2020

Commander - Commander or Master or Captain -~ S
ngons RNKR.

Jces — Frobabl}j lce Cream often in fruit shapcs and
favours

BCCF tea — A very thin soup made from beef. Straincc{
and rcFrigeratec{ and served cold in cup like tea.

[ ime Juice = Juice of alime. SIightly bitter. May be
mixed with iced water and ice for drinks.

Jnoculated - lnjection to live Pathogcns toinfecta person
to induce immunity

500 million - Cells 7 or Organisms? or Pacterium?

250 million - Cells? or Organisms’? or Pacterium?
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“ ] won the Euahrc tournament”

Diary page 9

..... last week so have a big dose. Tonigl'lt we are having a concert — a Mr Mackenzie is on board and he is
one of the Dandies? went under the name of Kirton? | think ~ he is a splcndid singer also comedian. | had
a dance with him last Thursday- | won the | uchre tournament on Sat. night ~|was awFu"y wild that | had
entered for it because it was so hot in the saloon and beautiful moonlight on deck and | was trying hard
not to win so that ] could go up ~ but had to Plag off in the end and won much to my amazement . Thc
Prizcs will be given near the last of the voyage . Thisis a very wealt]wy boat. Mr Glasgow (Jimi’s father)
from Ggmpic told me that we have & million Pounds omcgold on board so thcy are gjving us an escortfrom
Suez — it is the wealthiest boat going home since the war started and carrying over 700 passengers. ]
was ta“(ing to a lac]y from |ndia toc!ag ~ she went over to Austra]ia (to Dcvonport T asmania rca"y) bg
this boat and the Cadcts went home bg it — she knows the Hcrman boys and the boy Wa”ccr~ thcg must
have had ajolly triP home - gotvery excited as thcy neared Australian shores and one night broke ever

so many electric |ights in their merriment.....

Mr MacK enzie — Not found. ]5 this Mr Kirton .

MacK enzie/ Kirton or Curtin (see a]soDiar9 pages 22
&23)

Dandies -~ T he Dandies a Vaudeville entertainment
group maybe [ dward Branscombe’s Dandies.

Kirton ~ Not found Is this Mr Kirton . MacK enzie or
Curtin (see also pages 226 23)

Thurscla\zj — Tl’\ursc{ay 22 Apri] 1915 the cleParture c{ag?
[ uchre — A trick taking card game played with 24, 28 or 32
cards.

Sat night ~ Saturday night 24 April 1915

Saloon - SHP’S Saloon - Largc social ]ounge ona

passenger ship sometimes with drinks available.

S

Mr G[asgow - Sam uel G[asgow Promincnt storekeeper
and mining magnate in Ggmpie in deenslancl in
Australia

Jimis - | ieutenant James Glasgow lost a !eg in [rance
and died in 1923 has famous brother Sir Thomas William

C]Iasgow‘
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Ggmpie — Coastal town in Qpeensland 120 kilometres
north of the capitol Prisbane

6 million Pounds of gold — Assume she means £6 million
Pouncls worth of gold. £6 million Pouncls would be $12
million dollars in our decimal currency. ComParative value
in2019is $1,112,699,246 dollars. Over a trillion dollars.
Suez - Town at the Southem end start of the Suez
Canal

|ndia - Countrg in South Asia.

Australia - T he continent and country of Australia
surrounded bg the Pacific and |ndian Oceans.

Devonpor’c T asmania - Port town on north coast of

T asmania in Australia

(adets - T hose training to become Officers or
Soldiers

[Herman — Did she mean Newman bogs Albert and
Stanley?

Wa|l<er—~ Not found

Austra|ian shores — Approac!ﬁecl the coast of Austra|ia
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“ chtcrdag we Passcc] through a hcavg rain storm”

Diary page 10

..... | uesdag 27"]1 (/4}7’77 1915)] ast night we had rather a good concert the Doctors came and our little
group was the liveliest there . Thcy took off their dinncrjackcts and snugglcc] down at our feet and we
did crjog ourselves . Marmaduke (Dr Marsden) was carrying so, that todag | wrote to his wife (he is the
onlg married one on board) Such a {:unny letter tcﬂing of his naughtincss and | gave it to Dr Trincajust
now to post it at Colombo, knowing all the time he will open it as soon as he left me, which wasjust what |
wanted him to do. [Had two group Photos taken this morning — French lessons for toclag are off on
account of the heat. | ast night | felt dreadful with effects of inoculation and the heat our nightgowns
were ringing wet 5 minutes afterwe put them on. Seven stokers were carried up exhausted from the engine
room ycstcrday and from the dag before. Thcg do a four hour shift which seems too much this hot
weather. chtcrc‘ay we Passecl through a hcavg rain storm and afterwards the heat was worse than ever.
Had a nice little dance last evening —~ 8 dances in all and | was on the floor for the lot - had such good
partners. Went overto the 1t (Class deck 3cstcrdag afternoon to look on at a cricket match between 1
and 2™ and first won. We had reserved chairs.

Marmaduke ~ nick name for Dr Marsden

DrMarsden - Dr Walter Cecil Marsden [Zsq his signature is on page 100.

Carrfjing 50 — Magbe carr}jing on so. Making fuss

Dr Trinca ~ Alfred JohnT rinca (1884 -1981) 31 years ( Alfie or AJT)

(Colombo ~ Capital city of Ceglon in 1915 now CaPital of Sri| anka

French -~ The People or the language of [France.

|noculation — lnjection to live Patlﬂogcns to infect a person to induce immunity

Stokers -~ Stokers shovel coal into the furnace of the ships engine. Thisis a hot, dirt3 and often clangerousjob in the bowels
of the shiP

| ast evening — Moncla\zj 26 APril 1915

Cricket — A sport or game in which two teams of eleven players try to score runs by hitting a small hard ball with a bat and
running between two sets of small wooden Posts. Most runs wins.

itand 27~ 15t and 24 class passengers
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« \Would have no chance if the enemy attacked now”

Diary page 11

..... T here are some very gay doings on the shiP now becomes more aPParcnt as the weather becomes
warmer. | he onlg ways to kccp well these dags is to take Plcnty of exercise and baths. J'm Playing ina
cricket match todag ~ everyone is getting (Inknown Putitis absolutcly no good lging about. \We only
did 322 knots 5estcrc!ag — would have no chance if an enemy attacked us now —~ one of the engincs is not
working Propcrly— T here is a rumour that we may have to wait in Colombo until it is fixed up. Some of the
doctors have warned us about 3 or4 of the men on board -~ thcg are rotters, so they have told us to have
nothing to do with them. |t was 180° in the stokehold 3cstcrda3 and today We pass the equator but there
is a cool breeze today and it is bearable. ['m getting more and more like a 8YPsy- The Commander has
vetoed a Fancy ball on account of the war and the passengers are wild ~ he is rather an unPoPular man.
Friday ~We arrive in Colombo tonight at miclnigl'rt and leave the shiP and have breakfast at 645 ~we’re
all going togcthcr with some of them and Mr 5hay the Marconi officer to see the sights of the town and
do alittle shoPPing~ then at 11 we are to goto the Unknown .....

685 — Cheerful. happg,Jo“g,Jog}cuL
Cricket - A sport or game in which two teams of eleven players try to score runs by hitting a small hard ball with a bat and
p g pay Y Y 2

rurming between two sets of small wooden Posts. Most runs wins the game.

322 -3%322 miles is 518 kilometres

Knots - I think she means miles. ( kilometrcs) Knots is a speed measure E_xam le Orontes can travel at a speed of 18 knots.

p P p

Colombo - Capital city of Ceylon in 1915 now Capital of Sri| anka

Tonigl‘nt - Tucsdag 27 April 1915

180°- [Tahrenheit whichis 82.2 clcgrces Celsius.

Stokehold ~(Compartmentin a steamship in which the boilers and furnace are housed. Usua” in the bowels of the ship.
P P Y P

I~ quator — Animaginary line at 0 degrees of latitude dividing the earth into the Northern and Soutlﬁem hemispheres.

9 ginary g g P

69[353 - A Romani person known as Gypsies or Roma. OFten a wanc{ering or nomadic !iltestgle

Commanc{er or Master or Captain ~ F 5 Symons RNR

Fric{ag -~ Fric{ay 50&‘ APril 1915

Mr Sl’lag ~ T he Marconi officer or Radio (Communications officer

Marconi officer - Radio communications officer Mr 5}’185
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“The humiditg was worse gcstcr&ag than it has yet been”

Diary page 12

For morning tea at the invitation of Sir David [Hardie the well medical man of Brisbane - he has also
invited all of the doctors, so we are looking forward to ajo"y time. | hen after Junch we all go to Mount
| avinia for the afternoon. chtcrc!ag | did 4 hours nursing — one of the doctors had been Prostrabec] with
the heat and Miss Cumming and | did 4 hours each ~ | did the last shift and he was recovering quic‘cly and
| had a good time. Dr T rinca ordered afternoon tea for three and he had it with us ~ he would fan? me
and then want to be the sick man to be fanned etc etc mad as 40 Cats ~ we were all Frisciua, Alfrccl and
Maisie until Matron came in then we were quite Promccssionai. The lwumidity was worse ycsterday than it
has yet been - several were Prostratccl with heat including our Matron so [French classes are off for
toclag. 'm scnding some laundrg ashore tomorrow — thcy chargc 5/6 a dozen for things of any and every
size. ] had an awFng nice chat with a man the other night ~heisa parson going home to the war and then
afterwards to Oxford for further 5tudy. He is such a dearlittle fellow and he hasn’t told a soul on the shiP
that he is a minister and has worn normal dress, Playcd tennis cricket ball games with them? Gone into the
bar with them but not drank with them ~ all this so that he........

SirDavid [Hardie — Scottish doctor worl«'ng in rﬂumidit\g -~ Amount of water vapour in the air. High levels
Prisbane, Australia, aged 59, famous and knighted in can mean extra perspiration and tiredness.

1917 French - The People or the 1anguage of France.
Brisbane - T he capital city for the State of Toclag - Tucsclag 27 Apri] 1915

chcnsland in Australia 5/6 ive sl’li”ings and six pence = 56 cents in decimal
Mount | avinia - Suburb of Colombo. |t is known forits currency worth $31 today

beaches, tourist arcas and nfg)’rtlhcc Oxford - Citg in southern Englanci‘ Home of Oxford
Miss Cumming —~ Nurse Margaret Cumming university.

Dr Trinca - AlFred Jo!’mTrinca (1884-1981) %1 years Minister — Member of the clergﬂ. Also Father, Priest,
(Alficor AJT) Vicar, Pastor.

Mad as 40 cats — |diom for weird, strange, unbelievable Bar- A Place that serves alcoholic beverages.

Alfred - Dr Alfred JohnT rinca (1884 -1981) 31 years (

Alfic or AJT)

Maisie - One of the 30 nurses. Not identified which.
Matron ~Janey McRobic Lemprierc AANS Matron
not QAIMNSK
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« |'m going to try some accomPanimcnts”

Diary page 1%

..... could know cxactig what men dic!, talked about etc. he told me that he has had his cyes oPcncd ]
gucsscd himto be a parson and so he told me a“ about himsc#— of course ]’m not tc“ing anyone butheis
sure it will be known before the trip is over. Unlcss we miss the mail to Australia | shall not cable as it is
very exPcnsivc ~the “Osterlcy” will leave Colombo tomorrow afternoon with the mails but before that of
course some thing may dclay us. Thcjokc on the ship is that |'m so fond of Pcoplc ~ that tth say J'm
fond of ( “au per de wars?”) and one tolcl me a yarn abouta ladg who went to order the coffin and funeral
arrangements —~ she was told that thcg had white trimmings for singlc Pcoplc Purpic for married and black
for old Pcoplc so she said she would have white with a dash of PurPlc in it. 'm writing this to musical
accompanimcnt of violin and Piano. After our Pianist leaves us tomorrow |'m going to try some
accompanimcnts. Had your dear sweet letter this week Mother dear and opcncc] it on deck and had to
gg to my cabin and have a gooc] weep. J'm crjoying my mailbag very much. Now dear ones | must stop and

write a few p-c’s. | love you all very dcarly - kccP well until | come back.

Parson = Member of the clcrgg‘ Also [Father, Priest,
Vicar, Minister.

Australia — T he continent and country of Australia
surrounded }33 the Pacific and [ndian Oceans.

(Cable - Send a telegram or a message }Jg the undersea
cable instead of writing.

Osterley — Stcam SHP 55 Ostcrlcg‘ Ocean
Liner/TrooP Carrier

Colombo - Capital city of Ceglon in 1915 now Capital
of Sri| anka

Tomorrow afternoon — chlnesclay 28 APril 1915

Au per de wars - Bcing part of the war process or the
“warucamilg”

Yarn - Story

Coffin- A Funerarg box or casket for a corpse.

Funeral = A ceremony connected with a burial, cremation

orinternment of a boclg

January 2020

Accompaniment — A musical part that supports or
partners another instrument, voice or group.

Violin = Wooden strfngecl instrument with a hollow wood
body in the violin Famil\zj. Smallest instrument in the violin
Familg‘ Magbc Plagcd bg bowing or Plucking

Fiano - Acoustic stringec{ instrument in which the strings
are struck }35 a hammer.

Pianist — Person who Plags the Piano

Mothcr dear ~ Endearment term Mother my c{ear, Dear
Motl’;er.

F19 - Rush, run or move fast

Mai”aag - Dclivcrg of the mail. \/erg difficult during war

time.

F‘c’s ~ Fostcarc{s
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« Could not believe it to be true thatin a few hours we would be in the [Far [ ast”

Diary page 14
..... Sunday May 2nd 1915 | have been to service . The singing was beautiful- there are several stewards

who sing very well. | occasiona“y Pinch myscl{: to see if | am alivc_thc past few hours have been so very
wonderful. ]:riclay afternoon we saw land , the hills of Ceglon and there were fires along the coast , the
smoke from them cast a mist over the whole scene late on we saw twinkling lights alongthe coast. O{:course
we were bcginning to feel rather excited and simPIB could not believe it to be true that in a few hours we
would be in the “Far [ ast.” [ {ad some singing and | Piayed a few accomPanimcnts one boy borrowed a
Cc“o from one of the ships bandsmen and a 1ady Plagecl the fiddle so we had a couPIe of songs with violin
and? Cello accompanimcnt Bg ten o’clock we were all dressed rcac]y for landing but it was 11.30 before
we went ashore ~ the scene was most Picturcsquc hugc boats shapcd like canoes came alongsidc with
scores of black men in them, these were the coalers. Tl’)cg were making a fearful noise ta“dng and 3clling
to each other most of them were almost naked. We watched them and it seemed as if we were ]iving a

chaptcr out of “Arabian Nights g

Service ~ Church service. A religious ceremony.

Stewards — Stewards may set tables, manage the linen, take out rubbish, carry drinks, wash u dishes, make beds, or other
tasks requested by passengers and look after passengers

[Friday - 31 riday 30 April 1915

Ceﬂlon ~ T heisland of Ceglon now Sri | _anka

Far[ ast- Frobal}!y mistaken Frisci”a is in the Middle I” ast or Near [ ast.

Accompaniments — A musical part that supports or partners another instrument, voice or group

Cello ~ Alarge version of the violin Fanily played by sitting down with the wooden hollow body resting on the floor. Maghbe
P[a\zjecl bg bowing or Plucking

Lancling - Going ashore. Lcaving the s}’xip

FFiddle ~Co”oquia| term for a violin. Also a term used to describe how the violin is Plagecl.

Violin = Wooden stringeci instrument with a hollow wood boclg in the violin {:amilg‘ Sma”est instrument in the violin Familﬁ.
Magbe Played bg bowing or P!ucking

Ten-10aminthe morning

5
i1.30~11.%0amin the morning
Ficturesquc ~lLikea Picturc or a Painting
(Coalers = Men who do the clirtgjob of transxcerring the coal from |igl’1ter5 to the stoke hold. Orontes was a steam shiP and
coal was the fuel requirec{ to heat the boilers. Other ships were using oil as fuel.

Arabian Nights ~ From the book “One T housand and One Nigl’xts” a collection of Middle [© astern” folk tales. Often

called the Arabian Nights in Eng[ish after translation in i 704.
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« Quite 50 of thcmjabbcring away and trying to get us into their rickshaws”

Diary page 15

..... of course we had great sport all excited with the idea of sPcnding the nigl'lt ashore, Scarchlights were
thrown on us every few minutes | he Wiltshire? a troopship got into the harbourjust before us and we
Passed it and heard “cooees” from our men. | he harbour s at nightjust a little bit like Sydncy only much
sma“cr, while still a few miles out we smelt the sPiccs, cinnamon and sandalwood as well as the smell of the
blacks which is rather Pronounccd. Launchcs came alongsidc and off we went at midnigl')t to the Grancl
Oriental Hotcl (GOH) it is usuallg called. Tl’]c Placc was lined with blacks — The room in which we
waited had hundreds of Pa]ms and fountains and brass bowls the largcst ]’vc ever seen. Although late
there were a good many ladies about in evening frocks ~ at night no lady in Colombo ever goes about
unattended. Well at the G.O.H. thcy could not put us all up after waiting for over 12 hour so off we all
marched to the bristol further up the street, followed 133 numbers of ricksha men and motor cars ~ quitc
50 of thcmjabbcring away and trying to get us into their rickshaws. \We walked two abreast and one
doctor walked ahead others by our sides and another bn’nging up the rear. T his was all for our sa{:cty or

| doubt if we would have been quitc safe. |t was most.........

SCarcHi hts — Ors otlights An extremely powerful Falms - ]ndoor alms probably the Golden Cane, Lad
g potig Yy P P P Y Y
luminous source (bulb) with a mirrored reflector projectin or Parlour palms.
projecting P
a Power?ul beam Fountains — Architecture which pours water into a
The Wiltshire — His Majesty’s Austrahan T ransport collection basin and jets it back into the room. Ver
yesty P J Y
FIMAT Wiltshire Troop Carrier/Ocean | iner decorative and dramatic dcsigns Possib]e
Troo ship — A ship deiened or used for carrying troops I vening frocks — A special dress, usually long, worn to
pship p ceig yng p 2 P ylong
(ooees - A shout used in the Australian bush to attract formal occasions often in the evening.
S
attention, find missing People orindicate your location. Colombo - Capital city of Cey[on in 1915 now CaPital
Best if done Ioucug and sl‘nri”g umquc of Sri| anka
53&163 - Capital city of the state of new South Wales G.O.H. = Grand Oriental [Hotel still oPcrating tocla\zj
in Australia Bristol — Bristol [Hotel
SPices - Substances use 1Cor1qavouring, colouring and Ricksha men — Or rickshaw runners who Pu” or Pedal the
Preserving food. Mang sPiccs taste “hot” for examplc rickshaws
pepper. Jabbcring - Ta”<ing raPicHg, inclistinctlg, incol'\erent!y or
Cinnamon - [ rom the inner bark of the Cinnamomum nonsensically or all at once.
Y
tree. \/erg aromatic and used in cooking‘ Rickshaws — A two or three wheeled transport cart
Sandalwood - \/crg aromatic and 9cnow wood from a Pu”ed or Pcc{allcd bg one man.
tree. USecl Fomcragrance and the extraction of oil. Two abreast -~ T wo Peop!e side bg side

L,aunchcs - Motor~ boats used to transfer passenger

from ShiP to shore when Port facilities are limited.
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

«| hit my coolie over the bare back because he would not kccp with the others”

Diary page 16

Fascinating, At this hotel we all had lime squasfﬂcs and whilst crjoging this ina glorious loungc looked
up and found dozens of black fellows staring at us froma balcong all around the room more Pccping atus
from behind the furniture. More than once we heard their talk of harem ~ before long we found that the
gcneral idea abroad that we were a harem et loose. E_ditlw Donalc]son and I roomed togcthcr and had a
bcautg— Fu"y }O{:t 1ong and about 20ft ]ong - Polishcc‘ cedar floor and furniture two lovcly big beds and
a hugc fan going all night above them — no windows onig one wall knocked out Facing the balcony, A black
man came in with our morning tea, toast and omelette and marmalade and tea and fruit pawpaw and
Pincapplc. At 7.30 we all gotinto rickshaws for our first ride to the Cinnamon (Gardens. T he brutes tried
clodgcs to get far away by themselves. | hit my coolie over the bare back because he would not icccP with
the others —~ he was so Picturcsquc Iooking bare to the waist and a brigl']t cerise loin cloth. | was
snapshottcc] a]ong with some others getting into my rickshaw so will enclose one. After seeing the

Cinnamon (Gardens which were very pretty we returned for breakfast to the hotel. Both goingancl coming

[ ime squashes — | ime flavoured lemonade.

| ounge ~ Area in hotel where People can sit, wait and
relax

Plack fellows — Descendants of African slaves brought
to Ceylon (Sri [_anka) in the 17t century by the
Fortugucse

Harem — lncorrectlg Portragecl in Westem societg as a
group of women(wives) living inaden of sex and c{epravitg
and owned bg their husbands (males)

I dith Donaldson ~ | dith Victoria Donaldson -] rained at
Ballarat Hospita] and departed with Priscilla on the Orontes.
Priscilla’s best friend

50 ftlong — 30 feetlong or 9 metres

20ft Iong ~ 20feet |ong‘ This may be 20 feet wide or 6
metres

Ceclar - Wooc{ from the cedar tree. \/crg aromatic and
water and dccay resistant and insect rcpe”cnt

Fan - Large rotating cefling fan

January 2020

Omelette -Made from beaten eggs fried in butter or oil in
a frying pan. When folded may be filled with cheese,
chives, vegetab[es etc.

Marmalade - Preserve gam> made {:romjuicc and Pee] of
citrus fruit boiled with sugar and water.

Fawpaw -A large 9e”owish —green fruit from the Paw
Paw tree

FineaPPle - TroPica| P]ant with large edible fruit of
coalesced berries also called Pineappks‘

7.50 ~ 7.30am in the morning Monday » May 1915
Kicksl’xaws - A two or three wheeled transport cart Pullec’
or Peda”ed bg one man.

Cinnamon (Gardens — A formal garclen of Cinnamon
trees.

( correct[g Cinnamomum trees)

Ficturesque ~lLikea Picture or Paintfng

Briglﬁt cerise loin cloth — Dccp vivid reddish Pink one
Piece cdoth covering the gcnitals and Partia”g the buttocks
Snapsl’xottec{ - Fhotographed
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I~ ven the tiniest babies are trained to bcg”

Diary page 17

..went thro’ the native streets and it was most wonderful even the tiniest babies are trained to bcg~ one
quite inthe altogcthcr was carried alongsic!c our rickshaws by his little brother and he could not have been
more than a year old and his hand was outstretched for PcnniesQ T he kiddies rang alongsic!c with flowers
and then of course we had to pPay them Pcnnies for them. Wc had great bunches each of bn’ght scarlet
Flowcrs and mcrangfpani etc AFtcr brcakmcast we went to some of thc shops — it was marvc"ous the Priccs
thcg asked for some of the things ~ carved ivory

fans? were 7/6 and 5/~ at the bcginning and tl']cg would gradua"g come down and as we were going to
the boat thcg were omCFcring them to us for 7p each. Then at 10.30 we gotinto rickshaws again and went
to the (Galle Face Hotel for morning tea with Sir David [Hardie - 50 of us and it was set on a wide
verandah with black women sc”ing laces and black men waiting on us and an |ndian conjuror with his female
assistant out on the lawn. [ e was doing most marvellous tricks we all had snapshots taken ~ Dr T rinca
and Dr Marsdcn were most aw{:uug good to us ~ indeed butforthemwe should not have cnjogcd ourfew
hours at Colombo ncarlg somuch. Our boat left at midday so we left the showat 11 30 some PcoPJc went

Thro’ - Through

Native strects — | ocal streets where natives live

Bcg ~Asl< forfood or money as clﬁaritg

In the a]togcthcr~ Nakcd or without clothes

Rickshaws — A two or three wheeled transPort cart Pu”cd or
Peda][ed bg one man.

Outstretcl"ncd - E_xtend or stretch out Particu]ar[g hand orarm
Pennies — Moneﬂ. Large I penny copper coinin 1915 size of
20 cents toc{33

Kiddies — Young children

Scarlet — Colour similar to C ardinal Red

f:rangipar\i — Shrub or tree with very Fragrant white 3euow
flowers

Carved ivory — Car\/ing of lvory (animal tooth or tusk) into
ornaments

7/6 Seven sl’li”ings and six pence = 76 cents decimal worth $45
todaﬂ

5/~ Five shi”ings =50 cents decimal worth $3%0 todag

7p Seven pence = 7 cents decimal worth $4-.50 toda9

10.50 - 10.30 am in the morning Mondag 3 Mag 1915

Galle Face Hotel = Name derives from (Galle Face Green or
Jawn oppositc. Built 1864 and still oPerating toc!ag

N~

]
N

20

\JZ'HTUZ]Z'(] £

Sir David [Hardie ~ Scottish doctor workixwg in Brisbanc,
Australia, agec{ 59, famous and knightec{ ni913
Vcranclalﬁ — Rooch open air Porch on outside of bui]c{ing
lack women — Dcsccndants of A]Crican slaves brought to
B 2
Cc lon <5ri | anka)inthe i 7t'L’ century by the Fortuauese
Y YPbYy g
Laces — Yarn or thread made into open web like patterns. Madc
p p
}35 hand from linen or silk with go[d and silver threads.
Black men — Dcscendants of A}Crican slaves brought to Ce lon
g Y
(Srilanka) in the 1 7th century bg the For‘tuguesc
|ndian conjuror - Or Magician performing tricks or juggling or he
b 2 p 2 jugging
|ndian rope trick — May come from |ndia.
Sna shots — Fhoto raphs
p grap
Dr T rinca - Alfred Jof’mTrinca (1884-1981) 31 years ( Alfie
Y
or AJT)
DrMarsden - Dr Walter Cecil Marsden Esq his signature is
on page 100.
Colombo - Ca ital city of Ce lonin 1915 now Ca ital of Sri
P Y Y p
| anka
Midday —~ Noon Monc{ay 3 May 1915
11.50~11.30amin the morning

Mount | _avinia - Suburb of Co]ombo. lt is known for its

beaches, tourist areas and nigl’ﬁ:[hce.
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« Wc are fust cntcrin thc Cd 566”
J g

Diary page 18

...under the “circs” we thought it better not to go too far away. | shall be able to talk for a year about this
triP when | come home |, |'m loving every minute ofit.] ast nigl'ﬂ: went over to the 1%t class Promcnadc deck
for a dance ~ the dancing space was enclosed so that the bright light could not be seen out at sea and
the walls covered in gay Flags and the roof festooned with coloured electric lights. You could not imagine
you were a board shiP at all — it was FrightFu“B hot but no one much minded that we had Plcntg of iced
drinks, ices, hock cup etc and Pastries to feed? one. Dr Marsden is a Mason and is 1ool<ing after us well
he says as ]’m a mason’s daughtcr ]’m his daughter too. Rather {:unny as he is not many years old than l
Matron is not at all well todag , she has been over c!oing things games and French etc and is knocked up
with the heat. On 5unday we were vaccinated so are not ]ooking forward to the next few c!ays with much
Plcasurc. Am scnc]ing you some Postcards taken at Fort Mciboumc ~ ]’m ciuitc in the Forcground . Somc
of the girls can recognise their friends on the wharf but my little group are out of it.

Friday May 7"[1 (1915)\We arcjust entering the Red Sea and it is not rca“y as hot as we cxPcctcd

although J'm afraid you would find it...........

Circs = Circumstances

| ast nigl‘nt - Monday 3 Mag i915

Fromenac{e deck - A deck that runs from front to back of
shiP on both sides. A continuous outside wa]kwag‘

685 Hags - Bright]y coloured Hags

[Testooned - A string or chain of in this case lights
Eanging between two Points

lcec{ drinks —~ Drinks with ice cubes orice in them

|ces — |ce cream often s}'xapecl for cxample like fruits
Hock cup — Mag mean a cup of Hock wine or a fHock
CUP reciPe cocktail drink

Pastries — Bakec‘ Proclucts, Pics, buns, rolls, cakes, slices,

Pancakes, cookies etc

[Feed = T o eat food, have a meal

DrMarsden = Dr Walter Cecil Marsden Esq his
signature is on page 100.

Mason - [ reemasons. Exclusivelg men. A xcratcmity of
men with like objectives and goals and adl’rering to a set of

strict Princip!es
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Masonr’s c{augl’lter~ Frisci”a’s father was a Mason
Matron - Janey McRobie |_empriere AANS Matron
not QAIMNSR

[French - Leaming the [Trench |anguagc

K nocked up —very tired, laclcing energy, sick

Sunday -~ Sunday 2 May 1915

Vaccinated — ]njection of dead or weakened Pathogcns to
induce immunity

For’c Me”aoume - Dock area for Melboumc the capital
city of the state of Victoria in Australia

W}’xarF - A structure where sl‘uiPs can dock to load and
unload

Red Sea - A sea water inlet of the [ndian Ocean
accessed via the (Gulf of Aden
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“Felt drcad{:uug homesick too”

Diary page 19

..... drcadfu“g so but we are quitc used to it now. Today there is a hard wind and it isjust lovcly | shall be
awFu"g sorry to lcavc the boat —~a Fortniglnt more from today and we sl'la" see tl'lc slnorcs of E_ngland .
Miss LemPricrc our matron is ill ~ has had a nervous breakdown and she has to be nursed until we getto
| ondon J'm afraid. We are having musical treats from a violinist from the first class ~ he is son of a Count
and Plays most wonclchully well = off course all classical stuff ~ Dr Trinca brought him over to Plag forus
ycstcrday #and he Piaycd his accomPaniments and Dr Marscio is used to ProFessionals- and growled at
him when he made a mistake etc. oh it was so Funny. We can see Aden it isjust located out of the port
hole and it looks beautiful. I'm longing for news from home so much J'd give anything to hear from you.
5aturclay 8th(May I}’Ii)chtcrdag Ol was stoPPcd writing this to Play accomPanimcnts for some of the
passengers for the concert last night ~ | was down in the saloon rchcarsing the best part of the morning,

Felt drcacl{:uug homesick too and had to go away from the table at lunch time —~ rang for the steward to

bring me a whisky and soda after which | felt better and went back and finished my lunch......

Dreadfully — T erribly, immensely, frightfully, very,
extremelfj, exceec{inglg

[ ngland ~ Country in the Pritish [sles bordering \Wales
and Scotland

Miss LemPrierc - Janey McRobie Lcmpricre AANS
Matron not QAIMNSK

| ondon~ The caPitol city of E_nglancl

Violinist ~ Person who plays the Violin
SonofaCount-Dr Luigi DiMascio whose signature
is on page 100 with his Paris address. Name sPe”ing from
signature

(Classical - Rooted in the traditions of western culture.
Composers between i 750 and 1820.

Dr Trinca ~A1Fre& Jo!’mTrinca (1884 -1981) 31 years (
Alfic or AJT)

chtcrc{ay #— Thursc{ay the 6 of Ma}j 1915
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DrMascio - Dr [ uigi Di Mascio whose signature is on
page 100 with his Paris address.

Aden - A port city located on the eastern aPProach to
the Ked Sea

Yestcrdayo ~ Fridag 7 Mag 1915

Saloon - Ship’s Saloon - Large social lounge ona
passenger ship sometimes with drinks available.
Rchcarsing - Frepare, Practise Particu|ar13 music,
sPceches, or Plags etc Prior to Prescntation or
performance

DreadFu”g homesick — \/ery, extreme!y, terrible missing

the Peoplc and }Jcing at home in Pallarat
Whisky and soda -

A mixed drink of Scotch V\/lﬂiskg and soda water with or

without ice and may have a citrus (lemon) twist
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“« The seawas bri"iantly blue and the fortress of Aden rose mzijcsticallg out of the sea”

Diary page 20

]t was lsabcl Koss’s birthclag 5cstcrday so after the concert last night we had a champagnc supper on
the quiet Just our little party 5 nurses and 4 doctors — iced fizz and biscuits ~ the boat is as dark as Pitch
now on deck at nights and no one saw us having it ~ most of the folk have drinks for supper on deck, mostlg
lemon squashcs. ]t is so hot that a]tho’ the butteris onice all the time yet itisinan oily state. I have a Pa]m
leaf fan with a little bit of tortoise shell on it and the shell is mclting today Wc Passcd Perim lslancl ats
o’clock 3cstcrday and it was a most beautiful sig]wt ~ several man of war lging in the harbour. They and we
saluted each other . We are now in the Red Sea - parts of which are mined by the E_ng]ish 50 we are
rca”g in the dangcr zone. At 11 o'clock 3cstcrday morning, the fire bell rang — we had to leave ourice
creams and run and Put on our life belts and take our Places~ Thcrc was a strong smell of fire and we
rca”g thought the ship was in c]angcr but it was only a little chair that had caught fire from someone’s P?Pc.
Angwag we were onlg about 3 milcs out from shore -Aclcn -I cannot describe the bcautg of it - Thc sea
was bri"iant[g blue and the fortress of Aden rose majcstica"g out of the sea ~ hugc cliffs and sanc]y

Patchcs beneath which made it look simply beautiful - Through the ........

|sabel Ross — Nurse [sabel Russell Ross

Yesterdafj — Friday 7 Ma3 1915

Concert -A live music PerFormance in front of an
audience

[ast night — [“vening of [Triday 7 May 1915
Cl’uampagne ~-A spark]ing wine that comes from the
Champagne region of [rance

|ced fizz — [Fizz is a mixed drink (cocktail stgle) of lemon or
Iimejuice and carbonated water can also have alcohol for
example agin, wl'uisky or rum fizz and with ice.

| emon squashes ~-A lemonjufce flavoured drink often
with soda water or lemonade. (Can be with or without ice.
Altl‘no’ ~A]thougl’x

Palm leaf fan — A hand held fan shaped like & palm leaf
often made from raffia.

T ortoise shell - Scmi~transparcnt mottled gc”ow and
brown turtle shell used to makcjcwc”erg or ornaments
Todag - Saturc{ag 8 Mag 1915

Perim |sland = At the southern entrance to the Red Sea

an extinct volcano.
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5 o'clock - 5 pm on Fri&ag 7 Mag 1915

Man of war - BattleshiPs

Red Sea - A sea water inlet of the [ndian Ocean
accessed via the (Gulf of Aden

Mined ~ (Inder water mines laid to cxPIocle and sink
enemy sl’n'P,s

English ~FeoP|e born or from England

i1 oclock gcsterdag _Ilam Fric{ag 7 Mag 1915

| ife belts - Or | ife Jackets simP!e water- ProoF canvas
with cork wooden slats inserted all around. \/ery bu”cy
Pipe - Tobacco pipe a bowl or chamber for the tobacco
and a hollow stem to draw the smoke. Hot tobacco often
remains in the bowl

Aden- A port city located on the eastern approach to
the Ked Sea

[Fortress of Aden -~ Sira [Tortress located on Sira |sland
which is a volcanic rock that dominates Aden harbour

Ma)estfca“g ~With imPrcssfvc beautg orscale
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“«Our French lessons are still bcing continued”

Diary page 21

....glasscs we could see the military barracks and fortification. I believe that next lifebelt drill we are to be
called up in the middle of the night. Thereisa Iacly passenger in the third class who is scn’ouslg ill with
preumonia and Plcurisy ~3 of the girls are nursing her taking‘!- hours each — two others are nursing Miss
LcmPricrc so there are five on cluty - nojoicc in the Red Sea. Qur [French lessons are still bcing
continued in sPitc of the heat but I'm getting hoPelesslg muddled with it ~ still can ccrl:ainlg sPeak more
than | could 3 weeks ago. 'm so often thinking’ of little lan and wonc!cring how he is - Take out my
Photographs often and look tlnrough them that ] think accounted for my nostalgia of ycstcrdag. Thc
second saloon men passengers are }Ccar[:u"yjca]ous of the doctors coming over so much? and thcy have
been rather nasty about it all along ~and toc]ay thcy are scncling a Pctition to the Commandcr to Prohibit
their coming on our deck . OF course we think it is very mean of them when you consider that Probablg
we're going to have a very hard time later on and Possibly we may never reach England and we have such
a lot in common with the Dr's and know PcoPlc thcy know etc. that 3ou’d think thcg would let us have as
goocl a time as Possiblc but no thcg are making afearful fuss.....

Glasscs il Binoculars W!‘HC}’I magni{y wl’xat you are SCC]’ﬂg‘ Sccond saloon _ T!’)C SCCOﬂd class saloon‘ Frcsumab!g

Mi[itarfj barracks - AgrouP of builc’ings that house the Doctors were in [Tirst class.
soldiers Jan - rﬂenry George Jan (Bl”y) Wardle, also called “ittle
Bi”g” Born with brain damagc in 1914 before Priscilla

Fortification — A defensive wall or other reinforcement

built to strengthen a Place against attack dePartecl and Passed away agec{ 12 yearsin | 926. Bi”g

| ifebelt drill = Put on | _ife Belt and Practise getting in life
boats and abandoning ship

Preumonia — [nfection that inflames the air sacs in the
lungs

F!eurisy — |nflammation of the tissues that line the Iungs
and chest cavity

Miss Lempriere ~Janey McRobie LemPricre AANS
Matron not QA]MNSR sfgnature on page 100

Red Sea - A sea water inlet of the [ndian Ocean
accessed via the (Gulf of Aden

French - Lcaming to sPcak French

Muc{c“cc{ — Not clearor coherent, confused
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would have been 5 when Friscilla returned. T here are
Photographs of “Bi”g” in her album
Fear?u”yjea]ous - Extremelgjea!ous

Jealous ~Envious resentment of Perceivcd advantagcs

(Commander or Master or Captain -'S ngons
RINK-

Prohibit - Stop

E_ngland - Countrg in the British |sles bordering Wales
and Scotland

Dr’s - Doctors

f:earFul fuss — \/crg great fuss

[uss - Anger greater than the situation deservers
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“Thc curry we had at Colombo was the most beautiful thing Jve ever tasted”

Diary page 22

..... Pm “Bi"ic” to our little party ~one is _Jock oneis Tommg, another [at and another Sam. Hilda’s helio?
frock is a great success ~ such a lot admired and | got it laundered at Colombo bcauti{:uny so will get
another few dags wear out of it. Am not allowed to use my iron so 'm rather handicappcd in cloing any
washing ~ however can geta hot flat iron from the steward occasiona”y . Lcnt my hot water bag for the
Paticnt in the steerage —~ she does not like ointments? so is allowed the hot bag instead. MB white shorts
have been the best thing ]’vc had ~ wear them every dag. Sincc Co]ombo we have had a new fruit called a
Fomelo ~itis like alemon 10 times enlargcd but inside more like a tart orange , white with a tinge of Pink.
The curry we had at Colombo was the most beautiful thing J've ever tasted — the dish from which it was
served was in 3 different compartments and a different curry in each — first you hclpcd gourscl{: to rice
then took a sPoonFui from each division and mixed them togcthcr. Jt was very hot but delicious ~ curried
vcgctablcs , curried fruit and goodncss knows what. | had a most interesting conversation last night with
an actor Mr Curtin? he knows Queenie Burrows ? very well and has acted with her. e has been in
evcrgthing from.....

Hilda’s - Hilda Allan Wardle, Priscilla’s younger sister
agecl 27 in1915.

Helio - Colour Fink/FurP[e after the He!iotrope flower.
Was it a Fink/FurPle dress?

(olombo ~ Capital city of Ceglon in 1915 now CaPital
of Sri| anka

Handicapped - Havfng a condition that mar!cec”g
restricts the abilitg to function Physica”y, mcnta”g or
socia”g

Flat iron — Or Sad Iron A thick flat slab of cast iron,
delta s}‘uapecl with a handle. [Heated in fire or on stove
Steward - Person who looks after passengers on sip
r]ot water bag — Maybe hot water bottle.

Steerage - Chcapest accommodation for passengers on
a ship

QOintments - Smooth oilg substance rubbed on the skin

for medical reasons
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FPomelo -~ The Iargest citrus fruit. White and also pinl( or
red flesh

Tart orange — Bitter or sour orange

Curry — A complex combination of herbs and spices.
Mag contain chilli leaves for extra spice‘

Rice = A cereal grain is the seed from a special grass.
Curried vegetables - \/egetablcs mixed with a curry mix
Curried fruit - [Fruit mixed with a curry mix. Example
raisins etc

Mr Curtin - |s this Mr Kirton on Diarg page 9.

MacK enzie/ Kirton or Curtin (see also page 2%) Singer
in T he Dandies

Qpeenic Burrows - Not found
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“T omorrow we are hoping to see soldiers”

Diary page 2%

..... g rand operato vaudeville. [is real name is MrMacK enzie? ~ stage name Curtin? cht to service this
morning — the saloon was crowded and the singing was Par'ticularlg good.

Mag 10‘4’?(19 15 Mondag} ,Stcwards concert tonight in the }rd Class ~ we've all bought programmes
and have got them covered in signatures so am Posting it to you. | cannot believe that | can actua”y see
Turkcy on one side of the 5|11P and Eggpt on the other. T omorrow we are hoPing to see soldiers. Now
you darlings gooclbye for a little while ~ will write again soon.

My hearts love to you all,

Priscilla

Mr MacK enzie - |s this Mr Kirton on page 9. MacK enzie/ Kiton or Curtin (see also page 22) Singer in the Dandies
Service ~ Church service

Saloon ~ Large social Iounge on a passenger ship sometimes with drinks available.

Stewarc{s - Stewards may set ’cab|es} manage the Iincn, take out rubbish, carry drinks, wash u clis!’res, make beds, or other

tasks requested bg passengers and look after passengers
Tonight - Sun&ag 9 Mag 1915
ﬁrd class — Stcerage — Chcapest accommodation for passengers on a ship

Turke\zj - Countrg in Western Asia the Balkans and [ astern Europe. Bordered ]Dy Gireece, Bu]garia, Georgia,

Armenia, Jran, ]raq and Syria
Eg\szt - Countrg linking Africa with the Middle [ ast. [Jome of the Pharaohs , the Nile and the Fyramicls.

Tomorrow - Monc{aﬂ 1o Mag 1915
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“We havcjust heard of the dreadful loss of the | usitania”

Diary page 24

..... May {1th (_ruesday) F ntered the Canal this moming at 6.30 am we were up at 5 for medical
insPcction. Mother clcaryou will remember the farce thatis. |t has been a wonderful clag Passing shiPs of
different nationalities — we all sang the marseillaise when we Passcd a [French armed cruiser and we have
claPPed every soldier we’ve seen and there’ve been all kinds, Sikhs, Arabs, E_ggptians, French,
Canadians and our own bogs. Wc’vc thrown them Parccls of datcs, chocolatcs, newspapers and thc3
have straightawag dived into the water if tl'rcg failed to get them clothes and all. Cooccs have been ringing
out and we've hurrahed and more. At 6 o’clock. ]’mjust c!rcssing for dinner, sitting at my trunk writing a
few lines, uttcrly worn out with excitement — you cannot Possibly imagine how uPsctting it is to see these
brave fellows all along the Canal ~ in the arid desert c]oing outpost dutg dull and monotonous. |t also
serves who stands and waits. \We havcjust heard of the dreadful loss of the [_usitania ~ it is aPPa”ing ~it

makes our chance oFgctting home sa{:cly, lcss - ]’m writing my thoughts bccausc ] know that your anxictg

will be over conccrning my.....

Canal = The Suez Canal

5 — 5amin the morning

Farce - Joke, absurdity, mockery, sham.

Nationalities - [Trom different nations or countries
Marseillaise — T he National Anthem of [France

French - Bclonging to [ rance.

Sikhs - Fcop[e who are associated with Sikhism rcligion
which originated in the Punjab region. Men wear turbans.
Arabs - F’cople inhabiting the Arab world. They live in
the Arab States of Western Asia, North Africa, FHorn
of Africa and Western [ndian Ocean islands.
E_ggptians - Solcliers born or from E_ggpt

French - Soldiers born or from [France

(Canadians — Soldiers born or from (Canada

Own boys ~ Australian soldiers

Dates — T he fruit of the Date Falm.

Cooees - A shout used in the Austra|ian bush to attract

attention, find missing Pcoplc orindicate your location.

Best if done !oudlg and slﬁri”g‘ Urxique
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Hurrahed - HIP HIP [Hurrah or three cheers
6~ 6Pm in the evening

Trunk - Travelling trunk large suitcase, trunk being used
as a table.

Fellows - Soldiers

Desert — A barren 1anclscape with very little Precipitation.
Often sand and rocks. No plant life. [ostile living
conditions.

Outpost clutg — Or border outPost c{uty. \Norking and
manning strategic locations a]ong a border.

Monotonous - Dull, tedious, Iacking in variety and

interest

Dreadmcu| - Extremelg bacl, terrib|e, horrib!e, awful

| _usitania - RMS | _usitania. An Ocean | _iner sunk bg a
(German submarine on 7th of Mag 1915 with the loss of
1198 passengers. The sinl<ing brought America into the
war.

APPa”ing — 5hoci<ing, horrhcic, horrilcging, ghastlg
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“ Australians had gotout of hand in the Dardancllcs and that the losses had been enormous?

Diary page 25

..... saicctg before you get this. ]t has natura"y terriblg chressecl us all todag and moreover we have learnt
that in consequence of so many Australians bcing wounded that the doctors and nurses were taken off
the “Ma]wa” at Port Said So tonigl')t we have to Pack up in case we have to go ashore tomorrow at
P .Said. the Arabs have been aboard all dag sc“ing their wares , beautiful things but Jve only boug}'lt a
striP of Pale Pinlc coral and about 30 lovelg Post cards. Now ] must hurry and dress.

Mag j5thz (.5aturday) Well 'm still on the shiP and we left FPort Said at middag on chncsdag Many of
the Pcoplc on the shiP cxPcctcc] to see their soldier relatives and friends. But to their sorrow and
disappointmcnt thcy had left 2 dags before we arrived. Mr G]asgow of Ggmpic was Frightl:ung cut up ~
he got tclcgrams from his sons to say thcy had left. The hosPitals were all full and some of our girls went
to the hospitals but there were no Australians at Port Said. We heard to our great sorrow that the
Australians had gotout of hand in the Dardanelles and that the losses had been enormous. Many of the
passengers are going overland from NaPlcs ~ thcy are afraid of the submarine which is suPPoscc! to be at
largc. | ast night and from now onwards we slcPt with a little Pilc of clothes and.....

Australians — Feoplc from or born in Australia

Malwa - S.5. Malwa- Steam Shlp Malwa

FPort Said - [C_gyptian city at the northern end of the
Suez Canal

F. Safc{ ~Fort Sai& - E_gyptian city at the northern end
of the Suez canal

Arabs - F’cople inhabiting the Arab world. Theg live in
the Arab States of Western Asia, North Africa, FHorn
of Africa and Western [ndian Ocean islands.

(Coral = Skeletal structure of a marine animal. Part of
coral reefs. Multi coloured.

Wednesc’ag —j2th Mag 1915

Sorrow — Sadness, misery, despair} low strits

Disappointment - Regret, dism33 or sorrow

January 2020

Mr G!asgow - Samucl Glasgow Prominent storekcepcr
and mining magnate in (Gympic in Queensland in
Australia

Ggmpic ~ Coastal town in Qpcensland. 120 kilometres
north of the caPito| Brisbane

Dardanelles — Also Ga”ipoli bg which this battle became
krnown in Australia. Commenced 25 April 1915.

I~ normous — Australia had aPProximateb 8000 soldiers
killed and 18,000 soldiers injurecl at Ga”ipoli

Naples - Citg in southern ]ta|5 on the Bag of Naplcs
with ncarbg Mt Vesuvius

Submarine ~ Watercraft capab!e of operating
underwater. Military application during time of war.

Pile - fﬂeap, stack, mound, bunch orjumble.

Fagc 58



Frisci”a Warc”e Diarg Transcription

Januarg 2020




rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“Port Said looked like Picturcs one sees of Venice”

Diary page 26

..... our lifebelts and a shady hat at the foot of our bunks. \We're having such bad luck in bcing dclaycd a
lot tf'lis triP —_ 3cstcrdag an cnginc brokc clown {:or an }'nour and now that means we gct into NaP]cs latc -
at 6Pm instead of 2 or 3. One of the stewards is goingto call us tomorrow carlg to see the passage through
the straits of Messina. Tuesday night we waited up till 2am and got there. The Canal about 1am and
Port Said looked like Picturcs one sees of Venice ~ | he streets were right on to the water’s cdgc and all
bri“iantly lit up ~ it is the wickedest city in the world so thcg said and it cer'tainly lookedit. The coal bargcs
were one mass of torches and black mcnjabbcring as tl'lcg came alongsidc our shiP. At that late hour black
men came on board sclling wares and a very clever corjuror with tiny 3c”ow live chickens he made two out
of one and made them appear in all sorts of Funng Placcs on different persons. He called me Li]g Langtry
and anothcrgir[ Mrs Cornwauis West ~ we were up on the first class deck with the chickens and had great
fun - cxccpt when we read papers conccrning Austra]ian ]osscs etc. Thcn the doctors went off in
]aunclﬂcs and thcg came back at4a.m and we all went ashorc at 6.30 for breakfast which we had out on the
streets at little tables ~ we had our-....

| ifebelts - Or | ife Jackets simPIe

water —ProomC canvas with cork
wooden slats inserted all around.
\/erg bu”(g

Bunks -~ Orbeds on a s)’rip‘
Usua”g two beds one above the
other

Yesterc{ag - Fricla\zj 4 Mag 1915
Naples ~ Citg in southern ]talg on
the Bay of Naples with nearb\zj Mt
Vesuvius

20r% — ZPm or 5Pm in the
afternoon.

Stewarc{s - Stewards may set
tables, manage the linen, take out
rubbish, carry drinks, wash u dishes,
make bcds, or other tasks
requestec{ bg passengers and look
after passengers

Straits of Messina ~ Strait of
Messina between eastern tiP of
5ici]5 and western tip of Calabria
in Southern ]talfj.

Tuesday night — 1% of May 1915
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2am - Which makes it Wednesdag
12%of May 1915

Canal - Suez Canal ~ Man built
waterway connecting the
Mediterranean Sea at Port Said
in the north to the Red Sea at
Suezin the south.

FPort Said -~ [ gyptian city at the
northern end of the 5ucz Cana[
Venice - Venice in northern ltaly is
built on more than 100 islands. |t
has no roads just canals.
Wickedest — T he most evil, sinful,
mischievous, naug}'xtg, devilish,
wrong or bad.

Coa| barge - Large flat- bottomed
boat sometimes towed }35 tow boat
used to transport bulk coal for
steam sl’uips as fuel for their steam
boilers

Torches -~ Frobab|3 wooden
handle with wick wrappcc{ around
one end and set a|igl’xt. Mag be
dippcd in sulphur and lime to

prevent torch being put out by
water

Jabbering - Ta”dng raPidlﬂ,
inclistinctly, incohcrentlg or
nonsensically or all at once.
Alongside ~ Next to.

Wares — Various items for sale.
Conjuror~ Magician orjugg[er
cloing tricks.

Li|3 Langtr3~ [ milie Charlotte
Langtrg (Lillie Langtrg} (Lib
Langtry) (Lily | angtree) Poritish
Socialite, actress and Producer.
Mrs Cornwallis \West — Marg
Adelaide Virginia T homasina
Eupatoria “Fatsg” Cornwa”is -
West . An [rish born aristocrat.
Australian losses - 8000 killed and
i 8,000 injurecl

6.30 — 6.30am in the morning.
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rri:‘)d”a Wardle Dia ry Tmranscription

Diary page 27

... fortunes told by Egyptians dun’ng breakfast ~ of course we were surrounded by black men sc"ing
beads, fresh roses, fans etc etc. We got quitc expert in waving them off and tc”ing them to go about their
business. T hen after breakfast oFMg_Frcnch coffee delicious French bread rolls and butter and
French omelette we went into the wonderful shoPs. At Port Said there is on]y the city to see ~ no
interesting outskirts like Co]ombo. About every 100 3ards there was an orchestra in the street of men
and girls (E urasians) Playing mandolins, guitars and Piano and singing, |had 10/-~to spcnd for my [ uchre
Prizc so | gota lovcly little clressing sacque of Palc yc"ow créPc_with un,énown?_on it and_lined with 3cllow
jaP-si“c ~itwas 15/~ but]| wouldn’t pay it so thcy followed me out onto the street and offered it at the last
for 10/6. ] also gota 5tr‘ing of free bcads and a fan. Wc had our Photographs taken many times — ] hoPc
to send you some of these. Afterwe got back to the shiP we threw Pcnnics into the waterand an E_ggptian
dived for them ~ put them into his mouth and dived off again for more. Littlc boats with [ _urasian gisz and

men singing and Playing mandolins dodgcd around our 5|1iP and held onto an open umbrella for coins.

Morcjuggicrs were on board until we actua”g started — doing most wonderful tricks ...

Egyptians - Feop!e born in or from
Ceypt

[French coffee — Probably plunger
stg[e coffee made with a Cafetiere
( Coffee plunger or French press)
French bread - Baguette a f:rench
stick or [French loaf or [French
bread.

Frencl‘n omelette — Mac{e from
beaten eggs fried in butter or oil in
a Fr\zjing pan. When folded may be
filled with cheese, chives,
vegetables etc.

Port Saic{ - E_gyptian city at the
northern end of the Suez canal
Colombo ~ Capital city of Ceylon
in 1915 now Capital of Sri| anka
100 9arc§s -~ 92 metres

Orc%estra - Large instrumental
ensemble using stringed, brass,
woodwind, Percussion instruments

groupcd in sections
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I urasians — A person of mixed
Asian and E_uropean ancestry
Mandolins - Stringcd instrument in
the lute Familﬂ. (/lsua”3 Pluclced with
a Plectrum or Pick“ Has four sets of
double strings.

Guitars - [retted instrument
usua”y with six strings and using
cithera Pick or the Fingers to Pluck
the strings.

Fiano - Acoustic stringec{
instrument in which the strings are
struck bg a hammer.

i0/-=10 shillings or $1 decimal
worth $59 toclag

Euchre — A trick taking card game
Plagcd with 24,28 or32 cards.
Sacque ~ Short !oose~1cittfng sack-
style garment for women

Crépe - Silk or wool fibre fabric
with a c{istinctly crinkle, crimPcc{ or

grainecl appearance.

Ja[}si”c - JaPanese silk.
Lightwcight and wonderful range of
colours. []angs beautifully and has
a luxurious look

i5/-=15 si‘xinings or$1.501In
decimal worth $89 toc{ag
10/6=10 shi”ings and 6 pence or
$1.06 decimal worth $6% toclag
Bcads - Sma” decorative objects
with a small hole for tlﬂrcading or
stringing

Fan~ Orhand fan orucolciing fan
Pennies - Largc copper Enghsh
coin. One penny or 1 cent in
decimal currency worth 60 cents
todag

Eggptian - A person born in or

from Egypt
Jugglers ~ Ferson who Per‘Forms

juggling . USua”y “toss” juggling

keeping a number of ob—jects in the

air at once.
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“| want you to know that if you get this and | did not getinto saFctg that 'm not scared”

Diary page 28

..... Wed afternoon after we started we were unknown? in bed as we were all c]rcachcuuy tired bcing up two
mornings very carly —~at Suezand Port Said . Jt was wonderful bcing in biblical country ~ we actua”y saw
mount Sinai in the distance and Crete the |sland on which St FPaul was wrecked . | ast night we had a
big dance on A deck it was bcautifiullg decorated ~ two of our passengers were dressed up as stewards
and wore little /:rcnc/ﬁ beards and hclpcd the stewards with supper ~ thcy said thcg saw a lot of fun. ]
never cnjogccl a dance more in my fife ~ could have filled my programme twice over ca_silg._We took on
some very interesting People at Port Said but have not sPokcn to them yet. | havcjust heard that the
boats are all rcaclg to be lowered tonight ~ in fact the ropes are all sPrcacl out on the deck ~ the
C ommander did not leave the briclgc for dinner — double watches are to be put on all night and the boats
Provisioncd. ]’mjust tc"ing you this because if we land sa{:cly in E_ng it will be all the more interesting to
know that we came through great dangcrs. | want you to know that if you get this and | did not get into
sa{:cty that 'm not afraid . | do not feel at all upset how this is a horrible world and | do not want to make

HOU FCCI bad .....

Wed -~ Wednesday 12May 1915

Dreadfully - Very , terribly, immensely, frightfully,
exceedin513 tired.

Suez - Town at the southern end of the Sucz Canal‘
Also base for trench system to Protect against the

T urkish invasion.

Port said - [Cgyptian city at the northern end of the Suez
Canal

Tonigl‘nt - Saturc{85 i5 Mag 1915

Biblical = Where the events in the Bible took Place
Mount Sinai ~

Crete —~ (reece’s Iargest island. Part of (Greek
mytho[ogy. The APostle Paul said to have been on the
island while a Prisoner of Rome

5t Faul - Or Faul the Apostle or Saul of Tarsus. Hc
was an Aposﬂe who ’caug}ﬂt the gospe! of Cl’;rist and
wrote 13 books of the Bib]c.

Wreckec{ — Destroged, bac”g c]amaged when apphecl to a

shiP itis “wrecked at sea”.

A deck - The main deck Probably the “Promenac{c deck?
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French beards — A “full” beard often with a Iong bristles
off the chin.

Stewards - Stewards may set tab!es, manage the !inen,
take out rubbish, carry drinks, wash u dishes, make beds,
or other tasks requestec{ bg passengers and look after
passengers

Supper - E_vening meal tgpica“g a Iigl’xt orinformal one.
Frogramme - Dancing programme. | ist of partners to
dance with.

(Commander — (Commander or Master or CaPtain -'S
ngons RONR.

Watches — Assignmcnt of sPeciFic roles to crew to allow
the ship to operate continuously and sa)cely.

Provisioned — SUPP|9 of food , drink, equipment etc.
Eng. - England their destination
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“Wc have not had the Southcm Cross now for several dags but instead have
The Great Bear of the Flough “

Diary page 29

..... Dcar ones, ] love you all very very much. I have to g0 now and geta blow 7 up on deck and have some
fun — when dangcr is nearest we seem to have the most fun | think-it is reaction | suppose.

Saturday | can Picturc you all at home reacling the Australasian ~ only it is not 5aturda3 with you at all.
Wc have not had the Southcrn Cross now for several daBS but instead have Thc Grcat Bcar of the
Hough! | must get used to the warm wind bcing from the South etc. | feel all twisted around. Do not miss

a mail for letters for me will gou? now dear ones.

( Tﬁe remainder of the page /s empty. Did Friscila finish or was the carbon sheet removed or folded over?)

Blow — (Get some fresh air. [ave a break. Preathe fresh air.

Saturday ~ Saturday 15May 1915

Austra[asfan -~ A newspaper Publisl’;ec‘ in Melbourne, Victoria and available in her home town of Ba”arat.

Not Saturdag ~ FPriscilla may not be correct as 6am in her time is around 4~Pm our time on the same day Saturdag i5 Mag
1915

Southern Cross - | he most familiar star pattern in the Southern Hemfsphere skg‘

The Great Pear of the Flough — The constellation of (Ursa Major orthe “Big DiPPer” in the Northern r]emisphere sk\zj.
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“\esuvius was cnvc[opcd in haze and cloud”

Diary page 50

Sunday 1 6th May (1915). | ast nigl‘:t after getting reaclg for shore and waiting for over an hour we were
not allowed to Iand on account of having measles on board ~ the ]ta]ian doctor was a Funng looking
individual ~ he was dressed in black had a ludicrously high collar like a white washed fence and a shiny
black jcw hat of Pcda] straw. | he bag of NaPlcs is certainly very beautiful but not quitc up to
cxPcctations. Vesuvius was cnvc]opcd in haze and cloud. As the custom at all other ports we did not go
into a wharf and a great number of small boats came alongside ~ some had huge high Polcs and at the toP
several glorious bunches of flowers beautimcully arrangecl ~with ferns etc ~ these they c]anglcd in front of
our Faccs our men bought some for us — ] was givcn three bouqucts bg different doctors one of dark
vc]vctg red roses and ferns with stems about 15in long another? Pinlc roscsjust 8 of the most Pchcct
ones ]’" ever see and another of Pink carnations and without exaggeration thcg were the size of a small
saucer. Thcy had these in blue (mauvy blue) also. Qur tables at dinner last night wcrcjust a Picturc and

| have also very dark red roses in my cabin. We did aPPrcciatc flowers after not seeing them for so long.

We had a very hurried dinner and up again on deck with a handful of nuts and raisins..............

[ast night —~ Saturday 15 May 1915

Lancl - A’c Naplcs

Measles — A viral infection that causes fever and
distinctive rash. Higlﬁly contagious

|talian — Pornin or from ]ta]g.

Luc{icrously ~Jna way that is foolish, unreasonable or out
of Place as to be amusing

White washed - Type of lime Paint norma”y white.

Jew hat — Fossib!g a straw boater

FPedal Straw - Finely woven straw

Bay of Nap|es ~ Gulf of Naples also called Bag of
Naplcs‘ i 5!<nm wide gu]? a|ong the south west coast of
Italy. Opens into the Mediterranean.

\/esuvius - Moun’c \/esuvius volcano located on the Gul]c
of Nap[cs. About 9l<ms east of Naplcs.

Envc!opecl ~ Surrounded completelg, covered,
Hankctcd, engul]ccc{ or encased.

Custom —~ A traditional and wi&elg acceptecl way of
be}ﬂaving or AOing sometl’u’ng.

Forts — A maritime commercial Facilitg where ships dock to
load and unload passengers and cargo.

Whar? — A structure where ships can dock to load and

unloac{

Alongsic{c —~ Next to
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Ferns - [ xcellent Plant for low Iight area and inside.
O)Cten used in floral arrangements. Coulc{ be Lcathcr leaf
fern, tree fern, Ming fern etc.

Danglecl - Hang or swing Ioosclg

\/c]vety - Having a smooth soft appearance, feel or taste.
Roses — Over 3500 sPecies with thousands of types.
Stems often armed with Pricues‘ Beautiful Pcrfzumc‘
Mang colours inclucling blue and black.

i5n—15 inches or 38 centimetres

Carnations ~From the Mediterranean and 2000 years
old. Mang colours. Light red for admiration. Dark red for
decp love.

Exaggeration - Overstatcment, enhancement,
magni{:ication making better than it rea”y is.

Saucer~ i 1.5cm or 4.5inches.

Mauvg blue — Light mauve/Purple/ dark Pink with a blue
tinge

Dark red roses — Dark red and almost mauve . \Wine
colour

Nuts - Almonds, Pcanuts, cashcws, coconut, brazi],
chestnut, Pistad'lio

Raisins - Dricd grapes. Can be eaten raw or used in
cooking, baking and }Jrewing‘
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“« Saw the city of Messina which was dcstroycd by carthquakc in 1908”

Diary page 3

..... [twas a Fascinating evening watching NaPlcs light up and shiPs Passing to and fro quitc nearus. ]talians
in the boats beneath Playing mandolins and violins and singing . Then we heard that there were riots and
gooclncss knows what going onin Italg and then we heard a rumour that ltaly had that dag dcclarcd war.
This we learnt afterwards was not correct. E_clitlﬁ Donaldson and | spent the first part of the evening on
the top deck of the first class with two men. [ dith with one of the doctors and | with the [talian violinist
the son of a Count. Heisa ncaPo]itan by birth but has lived in Paris ncarly all his life and adores Paris

more than any Placc in the world. e described NaPlcs to me and told me very many interesting things -
there was another new moon, the newest one ]’vc ever seen just above the citg and the Cathcclral bells
were chiming and altogcthcr it was most Fascinating ~We were all wearing real orange blossom [ dith had
a bouquct givcn her of orange blossom? and real hc[iotroPc. AFtcr we left we went downstairs from our
deck and sat up till late with some of our doctors. l told you about Mcssfna and 5tromboli in the Post
cards -] saw the ruined citg of Mcss?na which was dcstroycd bg carthqualcc in 1908 — the town has been

rebuilt since of course..........

Evening~ USua”\rj after sunset on 5unc{a5 16 Mag 1915
Naples ~ City in southern Jtaly on the Pay of NaPlcs
with nearby Mt Vesuvius

T o and fro - |n both directions

[talians — Porn in [taly or from Jtaly

Mandolins - Stringec{ instrument in the lute Familg.
Usually plicked with a plectrum or pick.. as four sets of
double strings.

Violins = Wooden stringecl instrument with a hollow wood
bocl\zj in the violin Family. Smallest instrument in the violin
{:amilg‘ Magbe Plaged bﬂ bowing or Plucking

Riots — Violent outburst bg a crowd

Italy — European country with a Iong Mediterranean
coastline

Rumour — Story orreport of uncertain or doubtful truth
Declared war — T he formal declaration of war on another
state.

= dith Donaldson — [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at
Pallarat [Hospital and departed with Priscilla on the Orontes.
Priscilla’s best friend

I dith - See I dith Donaldson

‘\/io!inist — Ferson who Plags the violin.
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Jtalian violinist the son of a Count - Dr Luigi DiMascio
whose signature is on page 100 with his Paris address.
Spe”ing from signature.

Ncapo!itan — A native or inhabitant of Naplcs

Paris — Tl‘le capital city of [France

Adores Paris - | oves the city of Paris

New moon — | he first lunar Phase in which the disk is not
visible to the naked eye.

(Cathedral - Christian church which contains “seat” of a
Bishop. (Central church of a diocese

Orange blossom — Fragrant ﬂower/ blossom of the
orange tree which is said to bring gooc{ fortune.
T#]eliotropc —~Refers to the colour of the Purple Pink
flowers of the Hcliotropium Plant

Messina - Citg with a 1argc porton the island of Sicilg.
Stromboli - [sland of Stromboli off the north coast of
Sicily with Mt Stromboli an active volcano at the centre.
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“« Passed Sardinia 3cstcrday and expect to arrive in (5ib. tomorrow”

Diary page 32

..... but the ruins of part still remain. | saw a most Patlﬁctic? little scene ~ one of our stewards an ]talian living
at Naplcs was not allowed to land and his wife and baby came alongsidc in a little boat - he gave her all
his money and the babg was handed overfor him to kiss and then his wife ~ it was so very Pathctic. !Ylondag
morning ] havcjust read a dear letter from Florence ~ I saw in a paper_we gotat Naplcs that Aian Grccn
had been wounded in the Dardanc“cs .Poor buggcr- | believe that Doris saw quitc alot of himin E_ggpt.
Passed Sardinia yestcrday and expect to arrive in (Gib. tomorrow where we stop 2 days ~ it will be c]uitc
6 wcclcsjoumcg before we arrive in E_ng]and . | heard from Mr Marconi that a Red Cross contingent
going to Fcrsia were stoPPcd at Malta and taken off there to nurse our own men who had been sent from
the Darclancllcs but the wirclcss message also 5aid that many wounded would be able to go back in a
week’s time. We have such a number of interesting PcoP[c on board, one a Fortugucsc Pricst he isjong
as asand boy and has such a merry Iaugh. [He loves to tease us and gives us tricks to do etc. he is travc"ing
for his health with his sister a French nurse is also on board . She has been nursing the wounded but went

to Pt Said to meet her husband who is returning from Mac]agascar ......

Pathetic - Pitiful, inadequate,
worthless, dcspicablc

Stewarc{s - Stewards may set
tables, manage the linen, take out
rubbish, carry drinks, wash u dishes,
make beds, or other tasks
requestec{ bg passengers and look
after passengers

Jtalian — Pornin or from ]ta|9
NaP[es - City in southern ]talg on
the Bag of Naples with nearbg M’c
Vesuvius

Monday morning ~ 17" May 1915
[Florence — Nurse [Tlorence
“Toby” Vines also Family friend . |n
Pi'lotograpl’l album.

Faper~ NewsPaPcr

Alan Green ~ (nknown
Dardanelles - Also Ga”ipoli bg
which this battle became known in
Australia. Commenced 25 April
1915.

Bugger~ Mild English swear word.

Doris — Inknown
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Iigypt - Country Iinking Africa
with the Middle [~ ast. [ome of the
Pharaohs , the Nile and the
Fﬂramicls.

Sardinia - Second largest Jtalian
island in the Mediterranean after
Sicil}j

chterday - Sund89 16 May
1915

Gib. - Gibraltar - Pritish overseas
territory on a Spanis}ﬁ headland
dominated bg the Rock of
Gibraltar which has large
fortifications

Tomorrow - Tucsdag 18 Mag
1915

6 wecksjoumcg -Priscilla means
Australia to F!gmoutl’; 22 April
1915to 9" June 1915

England - Countrg in the Pritish
isles bordered bg Scotland and
wales.

Mr Marconi - Kaclfo

communications officer Mr 51’1a3

Red Cross contingent — Group of
Red Cross nurses

Persia — Now |ran was known as the
Persian Empire.

Ma|ta - Islancl of Malta between
5ici19 and the North Africa coast.
Taken off - Thc nurses were sent
to various hospitals to he!P with the
injurecl from Ga”ipoli

Fortuguese ~BPorminor from
For’cuga|

Priest — A rcligious leader who
PerForms sacred rituals of a religion
Jo”g as a sand bog - Designates a
merry fellow who has tasted a drop.
[ad some alcohol.

French - f:rom orbornin f:rancc
Pt Saicl —~FPort Saicl - E_ggptian
cit3 at the northern end of the
Suez canal.

Maclagascar~ Anisland country
400km’s off the east coast of

Africa.
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“|t is a most wonderful Placc —we are |5ing right under the great Rock 1300ft hig}‘l”

Diary page 33

..... T hen we have an cnginccr from Klﬁartoum and several aviators — I’vc danced and ta“(ecl with Pcoplc
whom Mwould have come into contact with in Australia -itis too wonderful. Misses \Walker (2) Aunt
and Dauglﬁtcr whose home is in E_dinburgl'l have asked me to go and stay with them when | go to
Scotland . They are rcallg (créme a la créme) one look at them and you would know thcg are somcbodg.
We took fresh fruit on at Naplcs and now we have cherries, loquats and Plcntg of oranges. This morning,
when | awoke | could see the sierras of 5Pain ~arange of mountains r'ight down to the waters cdgc and
caPPecl with snow.

Thursclag night Mag 20%, |t was Miss Cummings birthday we had morning tea on deck with Sir David
[Hardie and all the other medicos — ate strawberries as ]argc asa’s/- Piccc. We arrived here at Giibraltar
on Tucsclay about 4 o'clock but were not allowed to Iand until 5cstcrdag morning on account of the
3c”ow ﬂag ﬁying~ we had 7 cases of measles on board . |t is a most wonderful P]acc — we are Iying right
under the great Rock 1300ft high .| cannot tell you of all the marvellous sights |'ve seen because of the

old Ccnsor but | hoPc | shall remember them all and tell you ~ you cannot imagine what.....

K hartoum — Capita] citfj of the Sudan. Where the White
Nile and the Blue Nile meet.

Aviators - Pilots

Misses Walker (2) — Not found

Aunt - Not found

Daughter~ not found

E_clinburg)’r - Capita! city of Scotland

5cot|anc] - Northcm most country of the British ]s[es
Créme alacreme - Bcst of the best

SOmebody - Ferson/People of importancc

Naples - Citﬂ in southern I’ca|3 on the Bag of Naplcs
with ncarbg Mt Vesuvius

Cherries - Red fruit from the Cherrg tree.

Loquats - Yc”ow pear s}‘uapecl fruit from the Loquat tree.

Orangcs - Orangc coloured round fruit from the
Orange tree.

T his morning ~ T hursday 20" May 1915
Sierras- Mountains

SPain - Coun’cr9 south of [France on the |[berian
Peninsula. Gibraltar the most southern tiP.

Miss Cummings —~ Nurse Margaret Cumming
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Sir David Hardie - Scottish doctor working in
Prisbane, Australia, aged 59, famous and knighted in
191%

Strawberries - Red conic sl’rapecl fruit from the
Strawberrg bush. \/ery aromatic.

5/~ Piece~ K nown as a (Crown about the size of current
50 cents and same value. Worth $3%0 todag due inflation
Gibraltar - PBritish overseas territory on a Spanisk
headland dominated bg the Rock of Gibraltar which has
Iarge fortifications

Tucsclag —jgth Mag 1915

Yellow ﬂag Hging~ Ona shiP means the ship isin
Quarantine because of discase and passengers may not
disembark and the public may not board the ship.
Measles — A viral infection that causes fever and distinctive
rash. [Highly contagjous

Rock = The Rock of Giibraltar which has Iarge
fortifications

1500ft — 1300 feet or 96 metres

(Censor — Official who reads in this case letters and

removes any Parts that are a threat to securitg
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“Somc Pcoplc are dead scared and slccp on deck with all their clothes on and
the life belt beside them”

Diary page 34

..wonderful shiPs ]’vc seen — shiPs that have been in the thick of war. chtcrday moming we went a shore
at 9.30 and came back in the last tender 6 o’clock and we’re dead tired - The townshiP isjust as it was
before the E_ng, took it over ~ narrow crooked streets but the fortifications are wonderful -~ we went for
a drive to Spanish town across the neutral country a striP of land about 100 3ards wide. A guidc took
us to the arena where thcy have the bull mcights - there is one every 5unday night -~ Thc town was very
dirty and the SPaniarcls mostlg had sore eyes and looked scabby and c]cFormed, even the clogs were
muzzled thcg had hydrophobia and look mangy.

Mag 24th 1915 (Mondag) In the Bay of Biscag now and it is not at all rough but very very cold — awoke
this morning to find the shiP in the midst of a thick Fog, and the Foghorn souncling and another one
answering us not far away. Last night we slcPt in our gowns and tonigl'rt we have been asked not to
undress at all. Somc Pcoplc are dead scared and slccP on deck with all their clothes on and the life belt
beside them. Ourgun was tested 3cstcrda3 4 times and we were all cleared off the deck in case it kicked

. T wo out of 4 shots hit the case thrown overboard fora target. We were drcadlcu”y clisaPPointcd .....

War - State of armed conflict

between governments. Extreme

violence

Yesterc{35 — Wednesc‘ag i 9t'L‘ May
1915

9.%0 - 9.30am in the morning
Tender- A boat or [arger sEiP
used to service and support other
boats and s}‘uips

6~ 6Pm in the afternoon

Dead tired - E_xtremelg tired.
ComP!etelg exhausted

TOWHS!’IiP ~ | think she means small
town area around the rock

Eng. - English - Fcople bornin or
from Englancl

Fortifications — A defensive wall or
other reinforcement built to

strengthcn a Placc against attack

SPanislﬁ ~ Part of Spain
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Neutral - Not suPPorting or
helping cither side in a conflict

100 9arcls —~ 92 metres

Avrena — An enclosed area for
sport or events.

Bull Figl’xts —~ Contest that involves
humans attempting to Public]9
subdue , immobilise or kill a bull
Spaniards ~ Born in or living in or
coming from SPain.

Scabbg ~ Covered in scabs
Deformed - Not l—uaving the norma
or natural shape or form

Muzzlccl ~ Device Placcc{ over
snout of an animal to prevent biting
Hg&ropl’xobfa ~OrRabies a
deadly disease sPrcac{ to People
from the saliva of infected animals
Mangy - Having Mange, scabbg,
diseased, scru#g, unkept

Bay of Biscag - Gulf on the
western coast of [Trance

f:og — Cloud at surface level.
Grcaﬂg reduced visibilitg
f:oghorn ~| oud signal device to
warn other ships

(Gowns ~ Diress, Frock, shift or
robe.

Dead scared - E_xtremelg scared,
very scared, scared stiff.

| ife belt - Or |if:cjacl<et5 very
basicin 1915 with cork wooden
battens sewn into waterProog
canvas very bulky,

Gun - Wcapon designcc{ to
Aisclﬂarge solid projectﬂes of
different sizes

Dreacl]cu”g ~ Terriblfj, immenselg,
Frighth”y, very, cxtrcmcly,
exceeclfnglg
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“\Nent for a drive up the Kock to the Militarg Hospital”

Diary page 35

.....Icaving Gibraltar. |t was the most lncavcnlg 3 dags. Wc had a lunch at the Hotc] Cccﬂ one dag~ hors
d’ouvers on the table first in silver c]ishcs, o]ivcs, 5a]mon, mayormaisc and hard boiled eggs in oily drcssing
and a mixture beetroot capers and all sorts of queer things ~weallhad a helPing of one orall of these and
thcg gave us an aPPetitc and were delicious. Then the 5Pani5l‘1 waiter brought round a hugc silver salver
with a steaming savoury omelette rolled up on it — must have been 15 in long. After that we had delicious
fresh fish, then hot veal and butter beans and gravy. 7 henno before the veal we had chicken braised and
new potatoes and tiny button mush rooms and capers with it. T hen Caramcl custard and pastry, then
fruit of all, dcscriptions then black coffee and liqucrs ~ all for 4/~ each . Next clag we 5taycd on board
5hip till after lJunch then went to Gibraltar and had afternoon tea at the (Grand [Hotel 1/~ cach lovcly tea
and toast and fruit cake (like homemade Xmas cake) cvcrgthing Platc silver including trays and cups and
salvers with monograms on them ~ simply scrummy — afterwards we did some 5|'10P5 and went for a drive up
the Rock to the Militarg Hospital ~ waved to the Army Sisters and convalescents — did not go in as
many of our Sisters and Doctors had alrcad3 been and the Paticnts were tired ta”dng to them. Seven

Ciibra]tar - British overseas territorg

ona SPanis.Ln headland dominated }33
the Rock of Gibraltar which has large
fortifications

r"icaven[g - Giving great Pleasure
f"iote] Ceci] - ]n Main Street
Gibra]tar below the Rock

Hors doeuvres — Appetizcr or ]ight
snack often before a meal

Silver - Soft white/510559 lustrous
metal. Norma][y solid silver

Olives — Small fruit from the olive tree.
Rich in oil. Strong favour

Sa]mor\ - Frobably At[antic salmon
Magonnaise - Tl’]ick sauce/c’ressing
made from oi], egg 30”@ vinegar and may
have different flavours added

Hard boiled eggs —~ Eggs cooked so
the egg white and egg 90”4 both so]idi%

Beetroot - Tap root of the beet P[ar\t.

USuallg PUFP]C in CO]OUF
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Capers - Ediblc berries/buds of the

caper bush usua”g salted and Picl(]e&.
Strong flavour

Q;Jccr~ Strange

Spanislﬁ ~ T romorbornin SPain
Silvcr salver - [Flat tray made from solid
silver metal.

Savoury omelette — Egg omelette
which may contain or be filled with
cheese, smoked salmon, smoked ham,
bacon etc

i5in~ 15 inches or 38 centimetres
\/ea! - Meat of calves.

Butter beans - Large/long creamy
coloured beans

Gravy - Sauce made from thejuices of
meats and often thickened with flour
Chickeﬂ braised - Cookec’ in moist-
heat method to tenderize. Chicken
norma”y browned first

New potatoes ~ Young/babg
potatoes Tl’liﬂ often white/]ight skins

(rand f"‘]otcl - ]n Main Strcet
Gibraltar below the Rock

i/~ shi”ing —or 10 cents decimal worth
$5.90 toda3

Xmas ~ Christmas

Flate silver — T hin ]ayer of silver
aPP[iecl to base metal like brass etc.
Salvers - Trag tgpica”g made from
silver

Monograms — A motif made bg
overlapping or combir\ing two or more

letters

Scrummy - Delicious

Rock - Thc Rock of Gibraltar
Mi]itary rlospita! —Owr\ec{ and
operated 55 the armed forces for
military Personne!

Army sisters — Austra]ian Army

Nursing Service nurses

Sisters - Nurses
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“|n Gaib. thcg have 7 years Provisions in case of a siege”

Diary page 36

..... our Austraiian men were in hosPital having been too scriouslg wounded to go on to E_ng . with the
others. Thcy were very glad to see Austra]ian men and women - while we were in Gib. two of them died
and the ﬁags on the battle sl’u’Ps in harbour were lowered while the funeral was made. Nonc of us knew
any of them but Miss LcmPricre took their addresses and is writing to their Pcoplc . The drive to the
hosp was beautiful somewhat like bits of 53dncy Harbour only we were going up hill all the way and we
were in the midst of fortifications. T he men at the barracks there only know the Positions and hiding Placcs
of their own guns and do not know any others ~ in (Gib thcy have 7 years Provisions in case of a siege.
Evcrg night at sunset there was a gun fired and all 5Paniards worlcing there had to leave and the entrance
to the town was guarclcd. Only British subjccts were allowed to land from our shiP. We were at the
Admiralty WharF forthe 3 dags but its gangway onto the wharf was guardcc] bg a sentry with a rifle and
only officials and workmen went onto the wharf. | have been told that E_ng. letters to Australia will not be
censored so |'m going to tell you of the 5hips we saw in the harbour at (Gib. [First and foremost was the

Quccn E_lizabcth the SuPcr drcadnouglﬂt

Australian - Soldiers who come from Australia or were
bornin Australia.

Eng - England -

Gib = Gibraltar - British overseas territory on a
Spanisl‘n headland dominated bg the Rock of Giibraltar
which has |arge fortifications

Battle slﬂps - Large armoured war ships with !arge calibre
guns to Prcﬂect Iarge solid objects (shc”s)

Miss Lempriere - Janey McRobie Lcmpricre AANS
Matron not QA]MNSR signature on page 100
Hosp - Hospfta! -

Sgdneg harbour ~Or Fort Jackson is the natural
harbour of S\deney , Australia

Fortifications — A defensive wall or other reinforcement
built to strengthcn a P]acc against attack

Barracks - Builc{ing or group of builclfngs to house
soldiers

Siege - Mili’carﬂ operation surrouncling enemies and
cutting off essential suPPIies to obtain surrender
5Paniarc{s - Feop]e who are from or who were born in
SPain

Gljardcd - Watched over, Protected, c{cxccnded, securec{,
samccguardecl
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Sentry — A soldier stationed to l(eep guard or to control
access to a P]acc

Rifle = A 1ong barrelled firecarm designed for long range
accurate Projection of a solid of a solid object (bullet)
Britisl’x — From the Unitec{ Kingc]om of England,
Scotland, Wa[es and Northcm lrclanc{.

Admiraltg wharf - Or Qpecnswag Qpay Marina in
Gibraltar

Gangwag ~ A raised wa”<w33 Provicling passage
Officials - Persons holding an official office or having
official duties and rcpresenting an organisation or
government department

Workmen — Men employec{ to do manual labour

E_ng - E_nglish ~ From the countrg of Englanc]
Australia - T he continent /country of Australia
(Censored —~ Removal of words or details especia”y for

sccuritg reasons during war.

Queen [ lizabeth - Battle - ship called the Queen

I lizabeth named after an Englislﬂ deen

Super clreaclnought ~ Orion class. First ships with
13.5inch (343mm) guns. Largest battle ShiPS at the time.
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“ ] may ﬂg before ] come home”

Diary page 37

..... She was mentioned in the papers as bcing in the Dardanc"es . She was getting oil there for 2 c]ags
and we Passcd her each dag goingin the launch to the town. She has only oil for fuel and is 27,000 tons.
( 25mm gapon the Pagc)

The Commander’s mother ~in ~law was on this slwiP so he called and Paid heravisit. T he lnﬁcxibjc was
in clry dock bcing rcpairccl ~ she was tl'lought at one time to have been lost but had a narrow escape ~ had
a huge hole in her side , her funnel blown away and a fearful lot of clamage done to her ~however she is
being rcPaircc! now and will soon be rcady . Besides these there were 4 big cruisers with 4 funnels and 2
with 2 funnels and a French cruiser came in to coal one morning, and went out again at night. Several
clcstroycrs were hovcring about. E_ach night search liglnts in galorc were Plagcd all about the harbour and
up in the skg in search of aircraft. Whilc we were at Port Said a French monoplanc circled us twice. | am
told by 5ignor de Marscio that in Paris one can goinan acroplanc for 1 hour for 10 francs (8/4) so |

may Hg before | come home. The Margolia from London came in while we were there and some of ourgir]s

and doctors.....

Dardanelles - Also Ga”ipoli bg which this battle became
known in Australia. Commenced 25 APril 1915,

Town- Frobab!}j Gibraltar but may be A!geciras
[argest city on the Day of Gibraltar. Opposite side of
Bay and 21.9km (26mins) bg road from Gibraltar
Commanc{er’s - Commanc{er or Master or Captain - F
S Symons RNR.

Mother inlaw = Commanders wife’s mother

Sl’np ~(nsure which s}’xip she was on. | he Queen

[ lizabeth? T his information may be in the missing text.
|nflexible ~HM5 |nflexible an [nvincible class Battlc
Cruiser

Funnel — Or smokestack or chimneg which expels boiler
steam or engine exhaust

Cruisers — T}jPC of warship. Norma”y the largcst ships in
the fleet

French - Belonging to [ rance.

Dcstrogers ~ [Fast manoeuvrable !ong endurance warship
used to escort |arger slﬂips

rﬂovcring ~Linger close at hand
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Search liglﬂts - An extremel3 luminous ([ight) source with
a Para}polic mirror reflector which Projccts a Powchul
beam of ligl’lt

Alircraft - Enemg acroplanes

Port Said - E_ggptian city at the northern end of the

Suez Canal
French monoplane - Frobablﬁ a Morane — Saulnier

TﬁPC N Fighter aircraft also used by the British and
nicknamed the “PBullet”? bg the Koga] F]Hing Corps‘
Signor de Marscio - Dr Luigi Di Mascio, son of an
|talian count whose signature is on page 100 with his Paris
address. Spe”ing taken from the signature.

Paris — T he caPitaI city of France

10 francs (8/4) - or 84 cents in decimal worth $50 today
Margolia - Frobably HMS Magnolia a mincswccping
slooP used to locate enemy mines and c]estr03 them

London ~ Thc capital city of Englanc{
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« Jean will be disaPPointcd with my letters”

Diary page 38

..... met Qucenie A"andcr in the town ~ | was so sorry | missed her ~ Shc looked very well so thcg said
and was very haPPy s had Put on 2 stone had been 3 months in 5crbia and was now on her way with other
nurses to Ma]ta to nurse there. Thcg were all very excited talking and holc!ing hands and swa“owing hard
eyes full of tears we met a number of Canadian nurses also and talked with them é/n;énown?mc the c!ag
at A]gcciras Jve told you a little in the letter | sent from there but not all. | simply cannot put down half |
want to ~ | think sometimes Jean will be disaPPointcd with my letters but if | could only writejust at the
time thcg could be better but there is too much doing at the time to write. | he lunch at Hotcl Cristina
was 4/~ and cxc}uisitc ~ hors d’ouvres much the same as [Hotel Cecil - also had dishes of sliced tomatoes
in oil and bcautf{:uug flavoured and also dish of sliced capsicum then fish and rolls ~ cold tongue and ham
and a Potatoc salad such as I never tasted with bits of water cress in it and thick with creamy drcssing ~
hugc strawberries in wine hclpcd out of big silver bowls . And nuts of all kinds - | Forgot to tell you of the
butter ~ it was like home made butter and had harc“y any salt in it. We had black coffee out on the P?azza

Facing the sea and the glorious garclcn. Had Photographs taken and.....

deenie Allander - Nurse | conora Millicent Allander
QAIMN&R from Ba”arat  Priscilla’s home town.
Town- Frobab!}j A|geciras Largest city on the Baﬂ of
Giibraltar. Opposite side of Bag and 21.9km (26mins) bg
road from Gibraltar

Serbia ~| andlocked country on Europe’s Balkan
Peninsula. Be|gradc is the capi’co| city.

Malta - |sland of Malta between Sicilg and the North
Africa coast.

(anadian - Pornin or from (Canada

Algeciras - Largcst city on the Bag of Giibraltar.
Opposite side and 21.9km (28mins) by road from
Giibraltar

Jean - Janet Merton Uean) Warc”e (Z9> sister of
Frisci”a.

[Hotel Cristina —~ [Hotel GGlobales Reina (ristina in
Algcciras

4/~ s!’n’”ings ~ 40 cents decimal worth $24 tocl33

[Hors docuvres — APPctizer or liglﬂt snack often before a
meal

[Hotel Ceci| ~In Main Street Giibraltar below the Rocl(
Bcauthcu”g - ln away that Pleascs the senses. Exce”cnt.
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CaPsicum — The “PePPer” but not very hot. Red or green
and used as a spice and a vegetable

Rolls ~ Pread rolls

Tongue - USuaHH beef or cow

Ham - Fork usua”g from the |eg cut. Curcc{ and often
smoked.

Potatoe salad - Boﬂecl potatoes cut up and mixed with,
peas, hard boiled eggs, bacon, onion, mustard, salt.
Feppcr and mayonnaise

Water cress — Orge”ow cress which is an aquatic leaf
Plant used as a vcgctaHe.

Creamg clressing - Frobablﬁ Magonnafse a thick
sauce/dressing made from oil, egg 9on<, vinegar and may
have different flavours added

Strawberries inwine — Strawbcrries soaked in wine,
|emonjuicc and sugar. Soaked for an hour and well
rcFrigerated. Must be served within two hours or the fruit
is spoilec{.

Nuts — (ashews, Peanuts, Brazil, Macadamia, Almonds,
Chestnuts, (oconut, Fecans, Fistachios, Fine nuts.

Fiazza ~-A Pubhc square or open arca
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«“| ondon 28%. Spccial last evening”

Diary page 39

..... umcorl:unatclg did not turn out well. Atc loquats from? the trees ~ afternoon tea and each had a big
bunch of sweet peas givcn us and ]th bB 6 o’c]ock boat. In the Postcarcls you cannot see the whole of the
building it is built like this (sketch of cross with circle in midcﬂc} Qur gun is at the stemn it is a biggcr one?
And the shell wciglws 4—7”35 it is covered over with a tarPaulin and has a few Paclcing cases on it to hood
wink the enemy. Amanis alwags on dutg and 6 rifle shooters take turns on the bn’dge with the CaPtain -
he never leaves the briclge now for more than a few minutes, the vehicles at Gib. and Algeciras are called
gharris and the horses are covered with haress all decorated with 3e”ow and red wool and dozens of tiny
bc”sjinglc - thcy have hoods too of different colours . Thcrc are a lot of mulcs ? here thcg are used for
the hard work - in the Public Par‘c there are 12 monkcys thcy are loose and jumP from tree to tree — there
is an old ]cgcnd that when thcg die out Gibra]tar will pass from the hands of the E_ng[ish , 50 thcg guarcl
them very carc{:u“y. Gib. was taken bg 200 men and onlg 50 dead and wounded while the enemy
outnumbered them thcy suffered signhcicant losses.

| ondon 28&‘( Mag 1915 Fridag) Spccial last evening with Mrs Stcgga" and her son and daughtcr -

[ dith Donaldson and | went and got lost about 6 times in the rai]wag tube.....

Loquat ~ Qval, round or pear
shaped sweet — sour fruit 3-5cms in
size from the Loquat tree.

Sweet peas —Frobablg the grass
pea, blue sweet pea, c}ﬂckling pea,
|ndia pea, which all have a white pea
which is toxic when taken in excess.
6 o’clock boat — opm boat back to
the Orontes

Stem - Thc back of oraft of a
shiP

Shell - A Iarge Prcjectile
containing explosives

47lbs ~ 47 pounds or 21.3 kilos
Tarpaulin ~-Or TarP. A Iarge
sheet of strong flexible water
resistant or water ProoF material
often canvas

Facking cases — Largc often
wooden crates.

Rifle shooters — Marksman with a
rifle

Bridgc - Thc room or Plahcorm

from which a ship is commended.
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Captain —~ Commander or Master
or CaPtain -I'S 53mons RNR.
Gib. - Giibraltar - - Pritish
overseas territory on a Spanish
headland dominated bg the Rock of
Giibraltar which has large
fortifications

Gharris —~ Or Gharrys or Gharries
a horse drawn carriage available for
hire.

[Harness — [Jorse harness. Straps
and Fittings to fasten a horse a cart
and also used for control bg the
drivers

[Hoods — Decorative and sometime
colourful covering on a horse’s head
that leaves both eyes cxposcd.
Mules —~ Are the oxc{:spring ofa
male c!onl«tg and a female horse.
(Keverse isa Hinng)

Monkeys - Tai”ess Barbarg

Macaques moni(cgs also ca”ecl

Barbarg Apes and Rock Apes
tl']ey live in troops (groups) on the
Rock.

chcnd ~ A traditional story
regarc{ec{ as historical but not
authenticated. A tale, fable, folk
ta[e, story or mgth.

Eng]ish ~-Pormin or from E_nglancl
Guard — Watch over, Protect;

dCFCﬂd; secures sa)ceguard

Mrs Stcgga” - Not found

[ dith Donaldson - [ dith Victoria
Donaldson -7 rained at Ballarat
Hospital and c{cpartcc{ with
Priscilla on the Orontes‘ Priscilla’s
best friend

Tube -~ The | ondon unc{crgrounc{

rai|w33 system
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“A[though it took us such a long time to get there we were onlg % hour coming home?

Diary page 40

..... | ois is like A]lcc | _avis On]y she wears g]asscs. She and her brother Iaugh like the | avis girls ~The
son [rank is a Salvation Armg man - Mrs 5tcg,ga“ told me in the morning that he was stuc!ying for the
ministry had gota shock when | saw him in S A clothes. | felt like asking him why he did not go to the war
~ however E_ditlﬁ asked him and he told her he had not had the call from God yetto go he looks the sort
that would stay at home though. Tl'rcy are very weak anc]v_crg narrow minded ~ know very little of the
outside world except their Zenana mission work and church work. Thcg lcceP two gcntlcman boarders ~
one maid and a dog ~Mrs S looks so nice with snow white hair black dress , silk apron and crochet work
alwags in hand. Although it took us such a long time to get there we were only % hour coming home in two
buses. Today ] got excited over a letter from Hugh Miller saying he was coming down to see me isn't it
grand of him?

May 31t (1915 Monday) Jve met Hugl'l Miller Junior 2 Mcg ? Millers brother and his wife Mag.
Tonight as | came in at 6.30 he and his wife were at the hotel in their motor — he is like no one ] canjust

now think of yet he puts me in mind of someone we know he is a mixture of Scotch and American - he lived

most of his life in America in the States ~ his wife is very Jrish came from Dublin. Hugh is.....

[ ois ~ | ois Steggall 7 the
daugl’lter of Mrs Stegga”— Not
identified

Allice | avis ~ Cousin

| avis girls —~Cousins: [ mma
Rachel Marg Ann; Blanch
Isabc”a; Alice; F]orencc; Clara.
Frank - Frank Stegga” the son of
Mrs Stegga“ — Not found
Salvation Armg man — Be!onging
to and working for the Salvation
Army a Frotestant Church and
international charitable
organisation

Mrs Steggau - No’c found
Ministry ~ T he activity of serving
the purposes of the church.

SA - Salvation Arm3 -

I~ dith ~ [ dith Victoria Donaldson -
Trained at Ballarat [Hospital and

clcPartecl with Priscilla on the Orontc&

Best friend
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Call of God ~ Or Calling.
Jnvitation given by (God to man to
Preach the gospel

/ enana mission — (_hurch of
England / enana mission.
Missionary society to spread
Christianity in |ndia, Japan and
China.

Boardcrs — Feople who pay torent
rooms to live in.

One maid -~ Orhousemaid or maid
servant is a female domestic worker.
Mrs 5 - Mrs Stegga”

Silk apron -~ Apron made from silk
to Protect dress.

Crochet work — Creating a gabric,
example tablecloth, bg intcrlocking
|ooP5 omcgam thread or strands of

other materials using a crochet

hook.
r”iugh Mi”erJunior~ 50;1 of
Hugl’x Miller (senior)

Mcg Miller — Hugh Miller senior's
daughter

May — Huglﬁ Mi”erjunior’s wife.
6.30 — 6‘§Opm in the evening,
Scotch — ] think she means Scot’s.
A person from Scotland
American -~ A person from or born
in America

America - Country of 50 States
in North American continent,
[Hawaii and Alaska. Also called
(nited States of America
States - Another name for “Ti’xe
States” the (Jnited States of
America.

]rish - Born in or coming from

]relanc]

Dublin -~ The Capital of the
chublic of lrcland.
Hugl’l - Hugl’l Mi”erjunior
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“ Have been motoring all over | ondon”

Diary page 41

..... very nice indeed and we took to each other at once. [Fave?been motoring all over| ondon since dinner
and only at 9 o’clock did we have to light up. Then we had hot supper at a big Placc called the Corner
5]10}3 in the Mirror Room, one of the many rooms and ladies are onlg allowed there with an escort ~ very
Bohemian Pcople of all nations there even Chincse gcnticman and ladies — we sat over our supper and
talked and |aug}'|cd like old friends . Now | have tlnougl'lt who he is like it is Koy Coutts?but he is ta"cr,
rounder face and has a very wide Prominent forehead and a clever shaPcd head ~ a mouth like Charles
Alexander The E_vangelist and Cousin Hug,l'l is coming tomorrow (chncsdag) he has written me the
nicest letters — he is a little tin goc] with the young Hugh Miller Familg - young His doing the agency in
|_ondon for the G]asgow firm of maicing golmc balls their other part of the business and was making horse?
Pacls? but that is sccondarg ~ since the war broke out it has affected their business wondchu”y, I'm to
book a room here for Cousin Hugh so it will be Iovc]y for me to have him at the same hotel tonight- Hugh

is to call for?me here at 5 to motor me out to his Placc ~he says he is the poor one of the Familg but thcy

Motoring - Driving bg car

London ~The caPital city of Eng|and.

9 o’clock - Jpm in the evening of Monda\rj 31 Ma3 1915
Light up = T urn on the carlights

Corner SHOP ~Was she in Soho. T hereis a Comer
5}10[3 Bar? (see Bohemian)

Mirror Room ~ Not found

Fscort—-To accompany someone. (Guard, minder,
Protector‘

Bohemian -A socia”9 unconventional person involved in

the arts or unconventional in an artistic way.

(Chinese - Porn in orfrom China

Ro\lj Coutts —~ Frobablg soldier Whitcombe Rog Coutts
from Ba”arat

Charles Alexander ~ Charles McCallon Alexander
(CMA) Singer and song leader. T oured with \)o!—m
Wilbur Chapman in Pallarat in October 24 to
November 21912
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The Evangelist - A person who seeks to convert others
to the Christian faith especially by public preaching,
Cousin rﬂugh — rﬂugh Miller senior

chncsdag - chnesdaﬂ 2 June 1915

Young Huglﬂ Miller ~Hug}1 Miller Junior

Young - Hugh Mi”erjunior

Agcncy - To act independent!g and to make own
choices.

Lonc]on ~ The capitol city of Englancl

Glasgow ~The caPital city of Scotland

[Horse Pads ~ Orsaddle Pac{s or other Pads for Pack

}’IOFSCS‘

T#]otel - The Ivanl'\oe in London now the Bloomsbur}j

Strect Hotel.

Hugh — Hugh Mi”er senior
5~ 5Pm in the evening
Motor — Driving
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“Thc hundreds of soldiers there and sick ones and scores of widows?

Diary page 42

..... before the war when he had a chauffeur - ccr'tainly 7 is? onlg aFord. On 5unc]ag morning 3 of us
went to St Faul’s at11~ohitwas a magnhciccnt service under its dome ~ the Cathcdral is so higf'l that in
many Placcs one cannot hear at all. | never once saw any of the clcrgy until thcy marched out and if it hadn’t
been for my prayer book | couldn’t have followed the service. The Choristcr boys singing was wonderful.
Some of the Amens after a prayer were like a burst of songbirds in a wood one little boy sang a solo in
latin ~ ]M heard such voices . |t was a most imPrcssivc service ~ more so because of the hundreds of
soldiers there and sick ones and scores of widows many quite young but all wearing medals. \We looked
around the C athedral after the service — saw the Dukc of Wc"ington’s tomb and many lcsscrlights ncarlg
all men whom had fallen in battle or been in the navy — ] could not hclp a few tears when I thought how
many more had gone to swell the numbers . In the amctcrnoon ) of the Doctors took 3 of us to Hampton

Court built in the time of Quccn E_lizabcth one of the doctors was [Frank Martin a friend of Nola’s
Uacksons) Jt took us 1 % hrs to get there on the top of a bus and it was late when we arrived So only

Medals - Militar3 Mec{als. An award for conduct

sometimes heroic.

Cl’\augeur~ Ferson emP[ogec{ to drive a passenger
f:orcl - Frobablg a Modcl T motor vehicle

Sunday -~ Sunday 30 May 1915

StFauls - St Faubs cathedralin | ondon an Anglican
cathedral with a world- famous dome. Seat of the Bishop
of | ondon.

11— 1f1aminthe morning,

Amens - Kesponse to prayers

Frager~ Communication with Dcitg (example Christ)
\/\/oocl — Forrest

| atin— T he language of ancient Rome often used in

sc)’rolarship
Widows — \Women who have lost their husbands 133 death

(lost a soldier husband)
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(Cathedral - A church that contains a “seat” of a Bishop
Duke of We”ington’s tomb — ]n 5t Fau|s Catl’uec{ral
|_ondon

Battle - A combat in war fare between two or more armed
forces

Nav9 ~ Maritime force of the armed services

Hampton Court - Hampton Court Falace in Lonclon
Queen [ lizabeth -

Frank Martin - Unknown

Nola’s (Jacksons) - Nola Jackson? - (Jnknown

TOP - TOP level of a double decker bus
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“«Saw the awesome vine which has a sPccial hothouse of its own”

Diary page 43

..... a cursory Iook around the rooms of the Falacc as tl'rcg closed at 6 but we had Plentg of time for the
grounds which went to the cdgc of the Thamcs Kivcr. 5aw the awesome vine which has a sPccial
hothouse of its own and it is 5ft in circumference at the base 41ft 9in aloft? from? the base ~ it is hugc
and hundreds of years old and has a dead horse buried beside it very Frcqucnt]g for manure. ]_z__vcry bed
in the enormous gardcn had tu]ips in it and ncarly all over 2ft I—righ. Then there was the clock giving the
time, the time of noon, tides, the clag of the month and everything on our dial. Wc had tea at the
Grcglﬁound Jnn then went back to the Court and went through the maze. | was Liz ( Qucen E]izabetl’:)
and one of the Drs Wa]]g (Sir Walter Ka]cigh) and | wondered if Wa"g and [ iz got lost as we did. Came
home through 5ushc3 Park famed for its Chestnut | rees drove thru’ 3 miles of groves of horse
Chestnuts Pink and white all in flower ~ the whole Park is mown short with steam mowers and there were

dccrgrazing about so you can imagine its bcautg. The day before 5aturday we were invited to [arefield

Park about 20 miles out — it is an Australian Hospi’cal. Bclongs toa Mr Lcakc and.......

Palace - fHampton Court Palace
Thames River - 215 miles Iong runs
tl‘nrougl‘n Lonc{on

Awesome vine — | he (Great Vine
25 lyears oldin2019, A large
Grapevine

Hot!ﬁousc - Glasshouse of its own.
Thougl’xt to Proc]ucc larger crops
oxcgrapes.

5 ftin circumference —is 1 ;5 metres
in1915.|n2018itis 5metres or

i 3feet circumference.

41ft 9inches —is 1 2,7 metres in
1915.|n 2018 the longest branch is
%6 metres or 120 feet.

r—hmc{rcc{s of years old - In fact
147 years oldini1915.

PBed ~ (Garden bed

Tulips ~Various briglﬁt colours.
Most famous “chen of the
Niglﬁt” dark Purp!e almost black.
2ft high - Tulips 2fect or 600mm
tall.
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Noon — Midclag
Tides - Time of high water at
| ondon Briclgc

Dial - 15fcet (4.6metres) in
diameter. Shows, l’xour; montlﬂ; clag;
sun Position; zodiac signs; number
of clags since start omcyear; Phases
of moon; age of moon. Complctclg
refurbished 2007-2008
Grcghounc{ Jnn — Now T he
Greglﬂounc{ \/\/eston Green,

T hames Ditton.

Court - Hampton Court Falacc
Mazc - Hampton Court heclge
maze Plantecl 1689-1695 covers
i/% acre and contains > mile (805
metres) of Patlﬂs

iz (Qpecn Elizabcth ) -

I lizabeth the first

Drs - Doctors

Wa”g (Sir Walter Ra|eiglﬂ) -

Famous mariner

Bushcy Park - Correcﬂg Busl’xﬂ
Park

C)ﬁcs’mut Trecs - ]n Cl‘]cs’mut
Avenue.

3 miles — 5 kilometres

Groves - Groups of trees

Horse chestnuts — F]owering large
deciduous trees toxic nuts inedible
Stcam mowers — Steam Powered

lawn mowers

Deer~Red Deer and [Fallow
Deer

The d39 before Saturcla\zj -
Fridag 28 Mag i915.

Harefield Park — [Harefield Park
Housc and its grouncls

20 miles - 32 kms out of | ondon
Australiar\ Hospital ~Noi
Australian Auxi!iar3 }‘lospital
Mr Lcal«i - Mr & Mrs Charlcs
Bi”garcLLea!(e
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“Thcy have lent it for the duration of the war”

Diary page 44

..... some of the Familg live in Western Australia. Thcg have lent it for the duration of the war ~ it is an old
Eng. housc likc we havc rcac] about and }'nas hunc]rcc]s of acres arouncl it ancl a vi”agc with a//us?/muses?
and C]"lUl‘CI’l in Churchyards etc etc. Thcg are cxPecting 300 wounded this week and have 20 huts in
Promlisc? of cxPectation to each hold 21 beds. T hese huts are builtina very short time. Sides and roofs
etc etc all lying on the lawn in waiting 5imP|y to be put togcthcr. | suppose thcy are about 100 ft Iong and
50 ft wide. |n7 the? house? all? the? windows? are covered over with wood and carpets off the floors and
beds in every room. The walls in some rooms are covered in tapestry and the oﬁginal Dining Ha“ is
Panc”cd n

Qak but new cuPboards of Pinc are guarcling this.

Solic] Oak staircase and rough oak beams across some of the ccilings. T wo stables are covered in ivy
and clocks in the stable towers. Thcy sent two big conveyances to meet us and?had to drive 3 miles -
had afternoon tea on the lawn and the Lcakcs had left their servants to ourselves?and several maids so
it was as it should be - all the maids here call us Ma’am and are very well trained ~ we went into the woods

and Pickcc] buttcrcups, daisies ........

Western Australia — T he state of
Western Australia in Australia.
War~ Wor!c] War i, The Great
Wari9i4-1919

Eng. - English

Acres ~ One acreis 66 feet (20
metres) b\zj 660 fect (200metres)
Village - Clustered human
settlement or community

Alius - |_atin for different or
diverse. Not sure wlﬂy |_atin.
Church - Building where
Christians go to worsl’xip

Church 3arc{s - Fatch of land
acﬁoining or surrounc!ing a church
300 wounded ~ Soldiers. Frobably
Australian soldiers.

Expectation - A strong belief that
something will happcn or be the
case

100ft — 100 feet or 30 metres
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5OFt— 5O1Ccet or 15 metres
[House ~ [Jarefield Fari( [House
OF}C - Taken off the floors

Tapestr3 - Form of textile art
woven bg hand on a loom

Dining Hall - Ga”erg stﬂle room
ForFamilg or communal dining

Qak —~ A hard wood dark in colour
often used for furniture

Stables ~ Building in which
livestock csPecia”g horses are kcpt
]vy - Evergreen climbing orgrounc{
creepfng wooclg Plant

Stable towers — Towers ona
stable complex

Convcgances ~ A means of
transpor’c, vehicles

% miles — 5 kilometres
Lcakes - Mr & Mrs Charlcs
Bi”garcLLeake

Servants — A person who works
within the employers Familg

Maids - [Housemaids or
maidservants female domestic
workers

Ma’am - Rcspcchcul or Poli’ce
address used for a woman “excuse
me ma’am”

T rained - fﬂaving a Particular skill
or type of behaviour through
sustained Practise and instruction.
Woods — Forest or group of trees.
Buttercups - Flowers with gellow
shiny Pctals often grows wild it is
Poisonous to cat for humans
Daisies — Frobably “common c{aisg”

3c”ow centre with white Petals.
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“lt was the last m’ght with our doctors”

Diary page 45
..... and b]uebe“s, orchids which | would have loved to have sent to Hillic.

Junc 2nd (1915 chncsdag) Last nigl-rt Hugh called for me at 7/ and went out to his house for the
evening — he brought little Hugfw for me ~ the child calls me his Australian Red Cross Auntg « Fe ercy? ~
and was so disaPPointcd because | did not wear the uniform~ heis 3 years old and a bit like Mr?Jamcs
Aunty | aura’s little friend only tinier. May’s sister lives with them her name is Bcttg and sheis very pretty
like May Stewart and Mag is like Bess only with an |rish broguc ( as thick as pea soup oh | do wish |
could hear her talk — she lived in DuHin all her li{:c) and an excccdinglg higlﬁ colour. ]got back with Huglﬁ
bg the bcastly tube (J'm dead scared of the tubes) at a quarterto 12. [t was the last night with our doctors
so we all went out for a walk togcthcr hoPing it would not getto Matron’s ears — went round the block a
couPlc of times 3 girls and 3 doctors then 2 whom we hadn’t seen for the cvcning came down to our room
and stood outside for about 12 hour ~ sayinggoodbgc —we were Frightcncd that two would get keen over?
3d | have spent the afternoon with Mrs 5tcgga" | Lois came home about 9 o'clock - thcg invited the
ministers wife to meet me ~ Mrs E_ Watson? she and her husband came from Mclb 4 years ago. Mr W

(C arstairs? came for tea he is a dear not much like Mr _John ......

Bluebells —~ Common bluebells,
blue bell shaped flowers, grow in

Proxcusion in woodlands

Orchids - Many colours and
Fragrant flowers difficult to grow
Hillie - Hilda (Hillie) Allan
\/\/arc”e, Frisci”a’s sister

| ast nigl‘nt - Tucsdag 1 June 1915
r]ugh —~ Assume f—‘lugh Miller
Junior

7 ~7pm in the evening
| ittle Hugh — Presume there was a
Hug% Miller senior ancljunior and a
son of Hughjunior also called
Hugh.

Australian Red Cross -~ [Founded
in 1914. Provides humanitarian aid
and community services.

Um'ucorm — Nurses uniform.

Mr James - No’c identified
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Aunty | aura ~ Not identified
[Friend - not identified

Tinier— Sma”er

Mag’s - Hugl’x Mi”erjunioﬁs wife.
Mag Stewart ~ Not identified
Mag -~ Hugl’x Mi”erjunioﬁs wife.
BPess - Elizabeth

|rish brogue — Jrish accent

Thick as pea soup ~ \/ery thick.
Dublin - CaPitaI of the Repubhc
of [reland

Higl—] colour — Someonc who has a
Pini( orred face

T”iugh — T”iughjunior?

Tube -] ondon undergrouncl
railway

Deacl scared - very scared.
Scarecl to death.

12 —~ Midnight

Matron’s — Jancg McRobie
LemPriere AANS Matron not
QAIMNSK

Block - Citg block in | ondon.
Arouncl the Ivanhoe

A]Ctemoon — O? Wednesdag 2
June 1915

Mrs Stcgga” — Not identified

| ois~] ois Stegga” Mrs Stegan’s
daughter.

9 o'clock — gpm in the evening
Ministers — Minister of a church or
Farliamentar3 Minister

Mrs . Watson - Not identified
Melb - Melbourne Australia the
capital city of the state of Victoria.
MrW. Carstairs — Not identified
Dear - Special, Precious,
treasured.

Mr Jol—m - Not identified
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“Havc to be rcady bg next Tucsdag to leave on chncsc{ag”

Diary page 46

e IDY appearance . Hc gave me his Pl'rotograph to br’ing home to Grandma. Mrs Stcgga" has the most
beautiful comPlcxion alot like a girl’s of 16 Pink and white. Dorothy Mitchell has asked me to church? with
her tomorrow and two Misscs Wa"ccr of Edinburg]w whom we met on the “Orontcs “ have asked about a
dozen of us to afternoon tea at Harrocls Storc ( avery swank Place) Havc been very busg this week
buging our kits ~have to get rubber boots up to our knccs, co"aPsiHc watcrpromc bath and basin, buckct,
w’ProoF sheet, stretcher, cork mattress, sheets and blankcts, sPirit stove, lcett]c, towels, serviettes,
coloured handkcrchiemcs, tins condensed mi"(, cocoa etcetc. 3 ZePhcr sheen dresses, 4 Z_cPl'rer aprons,
I 5ta1CF Uni{:orm and cape and bonnct, panama hat. Havc to be rcadg by next Tucsday and leave
chlncsclay ~ 10 of the gir]s are to be left in E_ng at [Harefield for a while some for health reasons and
some for c]iscipiinc. Now | must tell the girls about the fashions ~ full skirts are th_ccorrcct tl'ring and one
feels quitc out of Placc ina tight skirt. T he new ones are very short — coats are full and short also - ncarly
all navy, black or c]sc black and white check (ting) - Many are braided some cut in tabs around both coat
and skirt and bound in braid. C—;irls in grey gabarclinc or blk and white check wear grey stockings and lace

shoes with low Eng. heels. The lastis very important . [Hats are small and as shiny as Possiblc ~ coarse

straw is the smartest .......

Grandma - Assume Frisci”a Wardle (
nee Brgan)

Mrs Stegga” - Not identified
Bcauthcu] comP]cxion - I:]aw[ess skin
Primarilg on the face

OF 16 -~ OF sixteen years of age
Dorothy Mitchc” ~ Not identified
Misses Walker -~ Not identified
Edir\burglﬁ - Scotiand’s compact hlllg
caPita]

[Harrods Store - Large cmPorium in
| ondon with [Food hall

5wanl< — ]:_[egant, Fancg,
fashionableness

Kits — Armg kit including uniform,
utensils, bedding, equipmcnt etc.
Tucsdag — Tuesdag 8 Junc 1915
Wednesda9 - chncsdag 9 June
1915

Girls = Nurses

DisciP]inc ~ Punishment for bad
behaviour

Rubber boots — Gumboots,

We[]ingtons waterProoF leather or
rubber.
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Eﬂg. — Eng!anc{ the countrg,
[Harefield - r”‘]arcmcie]d Fark the No 1
Australian Auxiliarg r”‘]ospita!

[Health ~ Sick

Co”apsib]e waterprocnC bath ~ Madc
from watchroof foldable canvas and
very difficult to use

Basin —~ Wash bowl

W’Proof sheet — Assumc a watcrprocnC
ground sheet

Strctclﬁer - Canvas go[ding bed
Coric mattress — mattress filled with
cork

Spirit stove — Cooking stove that
burns alcohol spirit

Kettle ~Tor boi]ing water and making
tea

Serviettes ~ | able napkins

Tins condensed milk — Milk with water
removed and sugar added often called
“sweetened condensed milk”

Cocoa - CHoco!atc flavoured Powdcr
Z,cpl’ycr sheen ~ Also Z_cphgr or
Zﬂcpl’xih Sating, g!ossy fine woven

cotton fabric

Uniform - Militarg Nurse’s {|niform
CaPc - QA[MNSR nursing cape in
grey with wine red border

Bonnct - 5Pecial nurses bonnet
Fanama hat - T raditional brimmed
straw hat

Stoclcings - C]osc Fitting elastic
garment covcring the ]egs

| ace shoes ~ | ace up shoes

Eng. E_nglislﬁ. | ike women in E_ng]and
wear.

SHHB — Satiny, glossg, glcamir\g
Coursc straw —

Full skirts —~ Ankle lcngt]’x

\/erg short — Knce Iength

Braided - Complex weave formed bg
interlacing three or more strands of
textile yarn on them

Bound in braid ~ Eégcé in braid
Gr69 gabardinc - Greg durable and
smooth woven cotton cloth

Blk - Black
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« Zcppclins have again visited |_ondon this week”

Diary page 47

... one flower such as camellia or daisy orelse a tiny posy is Pinncd under the left ear or the coat |aPcl.
T he hair is all brushed as far off the face all around the head as much as is Possiblc andjust a very ]ight
curl ortwo on forehead or side of face ~ the hairis (Inknown? into knob or bun or rolls omcany dcscriPtion.
Showg boots are Populargrcy or buff and the onlg black on these is the toP cap and Part of the front of
the boot. Some are laced up the side.

Accordion P]eated serge or Piain or striPed silk skirts are all the rage or else close fox Plcatcd ones,
Today | was amazed to find mgsc": staring into the s!cg ata dirigib]e balloon ~ it looked like the sun off his
chain wandcring over|_ondon with curtains drawn. Z_cPPclins have again visited |_ondon this week — there
is Plcntg of aircraft guns on big bui]dings here but the Z_cPPc]ins come alright. Thcy cause a lot of
commotion bother? Thc PcoPlc seem to Forgct that Austra]ia seems such a long way off here- ] called at
the Lonclon Union Bank and Prcscntcc] my letter — Put a few Pounds in to start an account and made
arrangements for the war office to pay in my salarg as my field allowance | think will be cnough for me to
have in France. Mr Wi”is is the manager

( Miss 7Mackenzie knows him ) but | did not see him as he was away, thcg were very kind and are going to

mind my certificates and testimonials for me .........

Camc]ia - Flowcrir\g bush/trec from
castern and southern Asia. Manﬂ
colours with multi Peta]ed flowers.
Daisg ~ Common daisg white Pcta[s
with tallow centre

Ting posy — \/erg small bunch of
flowers or a sing]e flower

Lape] - Fart on front of cach side of a
coatjust below the collar which is folded
back on cither side.

Curd=A lock of hair that coils

K nob — Frobab]g means hair knot
Bun ~ Another name for a hair knot
Rolls ~ may mean P[ats or braided hair
Buff - Lig}wt gcnow brown leather
colour

Accordion P[eated — narrow cvcnlg
spaccd vertical golcls/Pleats Prcsscd
into fabric )Corming a[ternating raised
and recessed riclges

Scrge ~ Twill fabric. The worsted
varictg is used to make militarg uniforms,

coats and trench coats
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Striped silk — |_uxurious textile that
shimmers and shines and is very light
and comfortable to wear

]:ox Plcatcd — Maﬂbc box Plcatcd
Largc and small altcmating fabric gaps
between quarcl and downward folds in
the fabric

Dirigib!c balloon - Airslﬁip often cigar
shapcd or she may mean a hot air
balloon used for reconnaissance with
her reference to “moon”

| ondon - Capital cit3 of E_nglancl and
the (nited Kingc{om

Z_cppe!ins - Kigid Airs}-nips cigar
shapccl

Alircraft guns — (Ground based ]argc
calibre guns to attack aircraft
Commotion bother ~disturbance,
turmoi[, uPsct,

Australia - T he Australian continent
| ondon (nion Bank ~(nion of

| ondon & Smiths Pank

| etter - | etter of introduction
iclcntixcging who she was

FPounds - E_nglish currency used bg
many colonies inclucling Austra]ia.
Account - Bank account

War office - DcPartmcnt of the
British Government rcsPonsib[c for
the Britislﬁ Arn19 1857 to 1964
Salar9 - Fagmcnt for service

FField allowance ~ Faymcr\t for working
“in the field”

f:rancc — Country inwestern EuroPc.
Faris is capital citg

Miss MacK enzie — Nurse Mgra
MacKenl_ie from the Orontes’?

Mincl — fjtore. Look after. Frobab]g

kCCP ina saxcc or sa\cc P!BCC

Fage 102




Frisci”a Warc”e Diarg Transcrip’cion

Januarg 2020




rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry ] ra n:cripi‘ion

« \Well here | am in a hostel at Boulognc France”

Diary page 48

9*h oFJunc (f}’lj chncsday)and Hugh’s birthclay. Wc" here | am in a hostel at Boulognc Francc -
crossed the channel and leave in the morning for No text entered. Hugh Miller has been to see me and
is back again in GlasgowQ Heis a Pchcct dear. Hug[’l Jun and | went to meet him last r:riday niglwt but the
train was two hours late and it was 1am when he arrived at the Jvanhoe. Soat 11.15 Hugl'l took me home.
Hc was travc”ing from ZPm till 1 am 400miles. Wc met at breakfast and knew each other straight unknown.
Sat, Sunday and Monclay we had together ~went to the theatre Sat afternoon Edith Donaldson and
| and the two Hugl’l’s. Atthe Coliseum an immense Music ]"'lau saw [~ thel ]roring? in a delicious little Play
- th”is unénawn?sang. Harrg Welden?friend of Hugh Sen. (comedian) and many others. Motored all
5unda3 morning and had Dinnerat Hugh Junior’s — sat on their balcony, had gramophonc, Photographs
- in afternoon we saw Harrg Hawkcr c]oing a record ﬂigl')t 3 % miles up ~just over our heads ~ the
aerodrome is but two miles from their house. Motored all day Mondag over to Wales? Hugh calledin at
some of the biggcst gol{: clubs in the world - (Club? houses like mansions — came home past Windsor
Castlc and E_ton Co"cgc had afternoon tea7at a town very old fashioned called Ox[yric/gc? I_unchccl
at Sunn?ng Dale near Aldershot . Hugh may come back with me. [He and Jcnng love Australia — in fact
he has Promiscd he will unknown in about a year’s time. We talked ourselves clrg and he was so good to
me and the other girls thcg all liked him so much. [He called them bg their nick names and a]wags Paid for
their sandwiches etc [ e was awmcullg upset saying goodbgc too and said he only wished we were on our

way back again...

400 miles ~ 644 kilometres

Hugh’s —~ Assume F]ugh Mi”erjunior.
boulognc — Town on ]:rcnch coast. 521<m5

Wales ~ Country in southwest Great
Sat ~ Saturday 5 June 1915 Britain

Sundag - Sun({ag 6 June 1915 r]uglﬂ ~ Assume Hugl’l Junior

Monc]ay AMonc]ay 7 June 1915 Golr clubs — Maybe Maesdu, Witcl’lurcl’l,
Theatre - Coliseum etc

I dith Donaldson - [ dith Victoria
Donaldson —Trainc& at ba”arat HosPita|

west from Saint Omer

France - Countrg in western ]_:_urope. Paris
is the capita[ city.

Mansions — Large luxurious dwe”ings

Windsor castle — Seat of the Koga] Fami!ﬂ in

No text entered ~Due to secrecy and
ccnsorsl—n’p Assume it is Saint Omer.

Hugh Mi”er~Assume Hugi’w Mi”ersenior
G[asgow - Port Citﬂ in Scotland on the
river C]Hée.

Hugh Jun - Hugh Mi”crjunior~

| ast Friday night - Frida3 4'June 1915
fam ~ Tamin the morning on Saturday the
5 June 1915

]vanl‘voc — ]vanl‘voe Hote[ now B|oomsburﬁ
Strect Hotcl in Lonc]on

11.15 ~ Assume 11.1 5Pm on Fridag nigl’\t
4 June 1915

Flugh - Flug% Mi][erjuxiior

r"le - ]"'[ugl—v Mi”er senior

I_Pm ~On I:ri({ag 4'June 1915

tam ~ [n the morning on Saturday 5 June
1915

and ({epar‘ted with Frisci”a on the Orontes,
Frisci”a’s best friend

Two Hugh's - Hugh Mi”erjuniorand
senior

Colosseum - Largest theatre in London
Music Hall - \/ariet9 show type theatre
T”‘ugh sen — Tﬂugh Mi”er senior

Motorcc] — Trave”cc] bg car

f"]ug!ﬁ)unior‘s ~ Hug]’] Juniors house
Harr9 [Hawker - Harr3 Georgc [Hawker
MBS AFC Australian Fioneer Aviator.,
Designer and Test Filot. Fbing at [Hendon
near |_ondon

3 s miles — 5.6 l(ilometres, 18,593 feet
Two miles — 3.2 kilometres from Hendon

Windsor

[ ton Co”cge ~ Private boarcling school
near Windsor

Oxbridgc ~ Not a town but made up word
for Oxford & Cambric{gc. Frobab]g had tea
at Cambric[gc

Sunningciale - Fopu]ous vi“age 37 kms from
| ondon

Aldershot - T own in ["_ngland 32 kms
southwest of London

Hugh - Assumc Hug!ﬁ Mi”cr senior

J611113 ~ Wife of fﬂugh Mi”er senior?
Australia - Continent of Australia

He ~ Assume Tﬂugl’} Mi”er senior

Nick names — Substitute name for proper

name common]g used with affection
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/\/ofc:
7—/76I‘C are no marks or entries made on the carbon copy page of Dfarﬂ pasge +9.

f—/owcvcr the text on Dfarﬂ pase +8 appears to be followed on [75 the text on Dfa/y pase 50
D/’arﬂ page 4.9 was not used.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Thcy wear crépe veils down to the hems of their skirts and ncarlg everyone

is in dead black”

Diary page 50

..... he is going to write to both [ dith and me. He asked us both to go up and stay with him in Glasgow
afterwards? when? we? had? served 2 L/ménown (//ménown we get 96 hours leave. 5aturday? after we
arrived here had lunch then had the afternoon off and went to Wimcrcux Pronouncecl (Vincro) and had
afternoon tea with Coloncl Hornc, Matron and 5istcrs at the Aus Vo]untarg Hosp. Oncc known as
Lady Dudlcy’s. She was there herself Painting beds and chairs etc — we met the [Jon FI’II“IP Woodhouse
afriend of Lady Ducﬂeys he stays out here and attends to cler‘dng work and books for the sick etc. So?
you know we are hobnobbing with titled Pcoplc all the time. When Miss Walker and Miss G]adys Walker
gave us our tea party at Harrods thcy told us that their cousin Lady L och (her husband was once
(overnor of \/ictoria) was sorry she could not be present as she had Promiscd to take some convalescent
soldiers out driving. Thc Wa"(crs, Miss C onete? and our girls who are going to Harcmcic[d Park all came
down to see us off 3cstcrclag at Victoria Station at 7.30. | he Walkers cousin a Mr Walker held a hugc
basket full of carnations and roses a bunch each for us tied with tricolour ribbon and the nurses had
handed them round. T he numbers of widows here is Pithcui . Thcg wear crépc veils down to the hems of
their skirts and ncarly everyone is in dead black.......

= dith — [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Pallarat Convalcsccnt - Rccovering from illness and/or irjurics
T‘]ospita] and cIePartec{ with Priscilla on the Orontes. Best Miss Conete - unknown

friend [Harefield Park — [Harefield Park [House and its grouncls
He - Hugh Miller senior 20 miles — 52 kms out of Lonclon site of No] Australian
Glasgow — F’ort City in 5cotland on the river C!gde Auxiliarg Hospfta!

Saturc{aﬂ - Saturc{aﬂ 12 June 1915 Victoria Station — (entral | ondon rai[way and
Wimereux - [French coastal town 56.6 kms from Saint

undergrounc{ railwa3 terminus.

Omer (Carnations — [“lowers with very many different colours.
Colonel Horne - Fossnblﬂ | ieutenant Colonel Henrﬂ 2000 years old.
Sinclair Horne.

Roses — Mang different colours. F]owering shrubs and

Matron — |da Greaves climbers. Often have thorns

Aus \/o[untarg fﬂospital — Australian \/oluntarg Tricolour~ Assumc rccl, white and blue
Hospital Wiclows - Marriecl women whose husbands have been
L,a&\lj Duc”cg’s — Lady Kachcl Duc”cg killed in the war

Fhilip Wooc”’]ouse - r”ion Fl"ll”lP Charles Wooc”‘:ousc ?

Crepe veils -~ Silk or wool fabric with a crimpecl
Hobnobbing - foing with People Perceivecl to be of a

appearance and shaped as a veil head covering in black
highcr social status

Miss Walker — | ois Walker? Not identified

Miss Gladgs Walkcr~ Not identified

[Harrods - Large emPorium in |_ondon with [Food hall
L,a&\lj | och - maiden name [ lizabeth Villiers Agc
88years.

Governor of Victoria~ Paron f”]enrg Brougham | och~
(Governor 1884 to 1889

for mourning
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« Nursing Sister . Wardle No7 General British E_xpcditionarg Force [France”

Diary page 51
Thcg only had a few Paticnts at Wimereux but never know when thcy might get hundreds at a time, | he
HosP was in the Golmc Club House and the links are OPPositc and doctors and nurses often Play for

recreation. Thcg bathe too as the seais a stone’s throw away.

!uin {1th (1915 Fn’c/ay) We" | am settled at last and am as well as one can be under the circs. You can
address my mail Nursing Sister P. Wardlc No7 (General British E_xpcditionarq Force France .
E_xactly like that nothing more. | his is a beautiful old Monastery in lovely garclens ~ monks still here.

Crowds of beigian ch:ugcss here and my ]:rencl'] is onlg understood by 1/20 of them as tl'rcy sPeak
Flemish with a fearful accent. | will save up and tell you cvcrything when | come home —itis imPossib]c now
[ dith and | share a tent — a friend of young Hugh’s Mr Jack Elvcry? of the Dublin Fusileers was with
us all clag toc]ag and he took our address to send E_dith and me lovclg watchroo{: bonnets with shoulder
capes on them - his father and he are spccialists in watchrooFs etc. Please do not worry i{:gou only geta
p-c- as ] cannot tell when ] can write again. Tc” me all the news — whether mam? has sent any cash yetetc,
etc. I’vc got cvcrytl'ring so far that ]’Vt: wished for and more ~ ] feel as if ] am Iiving in a book. ] pray for you
all and know you are all Praging for me. Mg hearts love to all those | love. Priscilla.

Wimereux — [Trench coastal town 56.6 kms from Saint
Omer

The f—iosp - F’robably the Australian \/oluntary
Hospital was in the [Hotel du Golf et Cosmopolite
Gohc Club House - ln fact the officers mess

Juin - June in French. Priscilla sl’xowfng off her [French.
Friday 11 June 1915

Cires ~ Circumstances

Monastery — Building or complex of buildings comprising
domestic quarters, workplaces and worship Places for
monks or nuns.

Belgian refugees - Belgian People who have fled
Bc!gium their own country due to (German occupation or
because their homes were at the war front.

]:renclﬁ - Tl’re language of France.

January 2020

Flemish — A form or dialect of Dutch sPokcn in Belgium
E‘dfth - [ dith Victoria Donalc{son T rained at Ba”arat

Hospital and depar’ced with Priscilla on the Orontes. Best
friend

Young Hugh’s — Hugh Mi”erjunior.

Jack Flvery - Magbe John (Jack) Henry F hvery
Dublin Fusileers - Royal Dublin Fusiliers an |rish
in{:antrg regiment of the Pritish army.

Bonnets with Shoulder capes — WaterprooF medieval
stg!e “shoulder cape hood” or thooded shoulder caPe” or
as we might say today a “shoulder cape hoodie” to keep
off the rain and drizzle.

FC - Fostcarc{

Mam - Mothcr
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Thereis a mﬂitary chapcl in St Omerin which the Prince of Wales often worships”

Diary page 52

June 1 3th 1915 (5unday) Tonight [ dith and | had a hot bath in our water Proo{: baths gou’d have died
to have seen us ~ tl'lcg’re such uncomfortable things. Wentfora lovcly motor drive this afternoon with two
other sisters ~ the chauffeur drove like mad 50 miles an hour that is 80 kilometres and his top sPccd is 95.
You surc]y will not believe the things | will be able to tell you my cxPcricnccs are not even real to mgscI{: -
it is like living in a novel. | believe you get more news of the war out there than we do ~ PerhaPs not quite
as authentic. | have decided not to send this so will write more Fu"y. Drove out in the Coloncl’s car with
two Frcnch soldiers — went to Casscl Y2 way to the Firing line ~ we Passcd 3 hosPitals for horses and 2
ﬂging schools — a machine gunwas Practising quitc close to us and scared 6months growth out of me. Qur
chauffeur was a [French man and beside him sat the owner of the car another [French man. Sir _lohn
French often passes along the road near the No 7 General. There is a military chapc] in St Omer in
which the Prince of Wales often worships - [ dith and | intended going last night but we did not have
passports so could not go bcgond a certain distance of the hospital ~ 3cstcrc1ay when out motoring we
were held up many times and our [French officer had to show his passport. There are Eclgian doctors
hereand 18 Pricsts all old ones ~ the younger ones have to Fight. Most of the Paticnts at Prcscnt are ...

= dith — [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Pallarat Military cl‘nape] in Saint Omer - Mag be the Notre
T‘]ospita] and cIePartec{ with Priscilla on the Orontes. Best Dame Cathec{ra[ Saint Omer
friend St Omer - Haint Omcr ~[rance - Tl‘ne gencral [Head

\/\/ater~ PromC bath - Mac{e from water- ProoxC canvas —
almost imPossiblc to use — could not keep the water hot —
nurses often resorted to metal bowls ancU’ugs ;

French = The PeoPIc orthe language of [rance.

Casse[ — Frcnch town 2 1 kms east of Saint Omer
Firing line - Front line where the conflict was happening
Sir John French - Farl of Ypres —~ Commander of the
British [Jome Force

No 7 (General = No 7 Britislﬂ General Hospital
Malassiscs (Previously a Monastcrg now a Frivate

School - Co”ege Lﬂcec | a Malassise Saint - Omer)

January 2020

anrters (r‘lQ} of the Pritish Expeditionar3 [orce
October 1914 to March 1916

T he Prince of Wales ~ [Future King I dward V||| who
abdicated for his love of Wa”is Simpson ([ dward,
Albert} Cl’xristian, Gcorgc} Andrew, Patrick, David
Windsor)

Bclgian - Person from Bclgium

18 Priests — Frobab|9 means monks. Men who Practise
their religion by monastic Iivfng either alone or with any

number of othcr monks.
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rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

“Thereisa ﬂying school on[g 112 mile away and biPlancs are an hourlg occurrence

over our heads”

Diary page 5%

..... Bclgian rcmcugccs ~inmy ward there are 72 beds and most]y all occuPicd by Bclgian women rcmcugccs
—~ some quitc mental most of them have had TyPhoid - thcy are the lowest type of female | think — the
scum of the earth. 5haﬂ ] cverforgct theirjibben’sl’r all ta“cing together. The guns are going night and clay
since we have been here - some days worse than others - On Sat. night most of the sisters were awake
all night with the c]ca{:cning noise of them but | slcPt all the time -it gets on your nerves c‘rcad{:uuy when
tlwcy roll on all clay without ceasing ~ constant thunder~. T here is a ﬂying school only % a mile away and
biplancs are an hourly occurrence over our hcads - ] do not even gooutto look at them now.

15.6.15 Crucsday) One of the Priests died last nigl'ﬂ: and is to be buried here today ~there is a tiny
cemetery not 200 3ards from our camp of sisters and mothers suPcrior the first one buried was in the year
1865, one was a naughty sister because she has not a cross above her grave. There is service going on
almost all clag here in the chaPcl ~You can hear their Praging and singing at all times. At 7 every evening
the rcmcugccs say their prayers one at each end of the ward lcacling them and the others answering the
noise is awful ~ Thc Flcmish tongue is very like the (German — on[y afew can sPcak French and we get
those to

intchrct for us. One woman who is quite mental was told 3cstcrc!a3 by some of the girls in the ward that
St

Martins part ......
P

Be]gian ~ Person from Belgium

T}jphoid —~ Caused by Salmonella bacteria sprcac{ by not
washing hands through food and water contaminated by
faccal matter.

Jibberish ~ Correct]9 gibberish languagc that sounds like
nonsense.

Flging school only 11> a mile - located at the racecourse site
in St Omer

15.6.15 ~ [ uesday 15 June 1915

Priests - Frobablg means monks. Men who Practise their
rcligion }33 monastic living either alone or with any number

of other monks.

Flemish tongue —~ A form or dialect of Dutch spoken in
Belgium

French-The People or the languagc of [France.

St Martins - St Martins (Cathedral in Ypres (Bclgium)
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Yprcs has been razed to the ground”

Diary page 54

. of YPrcs has been razed to the grouncl ~ she does not know where her 7 children are and she has gone
quitc mad ~ we have in our ward scvcral mental cases. SOmc thro’ effects of tgpl'loid and others from
shock. The ward is called “E_lizabeth” after the Quacn of the Eclgians ~ She sends clothes for the
rcFugecs when thcg goout. Yestcrc!ag cvcning] went on dutg at5 and was to]c! that the Dircctor Gcncral
and Lord Char‘lcs Bcrcsmcord would Probably be coming there. Howcvcr thcy did not come afterall -~ and
at our mess afternoon tea had been Provic!cc! for them,

16.6.15 (Wedncsday) Sir Wilmot Hcrringlwam a big Phgsician came into the ward todag and last cvcning
the Director (General from (eneral Hcadquartcrs commonly called GHQ |_ast evening a gooc] many
of us went forawalk to b]cndccqvcs to try and find some Australians we heard were campcd there. Wc
wa“«:d until we were tired but could not hear of any cncamPcc] around. Spokc to a brave Highlanclcr who
had been in the trcnchcsjust rcccntly. There are lovc]g strawberries and cherries in the gardcn here but
we are not allowed to Pick them. T he whole hospital is full of Picturcs of Catholic Saints and Ca]vargs’?

and Cruchcixcs etc etc. of course the Bc]g,ians are all Catholics and a most ungratc{:ul lot thcg are too.
There is one called Silvia and if 531via Eurbidgc could on]y see her she would take fit after fit. T he

greatest drawback of this P]acc is that about half the nurses are untrained

Yprcs ~ T ownin Be]gium 58kms north from Saint Omer
in [ rance.

Kazec{ to the ground ~ Destrogcc‘

[ lizabeth - Corrcctl\zj [ lisabeth

chen of the Belgians ~Queen [ lisabeth of Belgium
the “Angel Qpeen” stays with the King in war zones. |s a
qualhciecl doctor and treats injured soldiers.

Director (GGeneral — (General Sir Arthur Sloggett}
Director (General Armg Medical Services - DG AMS
| ord Charles Beresford = MF Member of Parliament
16.6.15 ~ Wednesday 16 June 1915

Sir Wilmot Herringl’lam - SPecialist doctorin Tgpl’xoid
Director Gcncral from Gcr\cral fﬂeadquar‘tcrs —
Gcncral Sir Arthur SIOggctt, Dircctor Gcncral Army
Medical Services - DG AMS

Blcndccqucs ~ An area 7 kilometres south east of Saint

Omcr

January 2020

Highlander - T he Highlanders (Scottish Regiments)
made up of the Seamcorth s Gordon and Cameron
Higlﬂlanders.

(Catholic Saints -~ Catholic Church Saints are Peoplc
who have made it into heaven after their death through
their saintly deeds while on carth.

Calvarg’s - Frobab|3 models of Jesus (Christ on the
Cross or Marg and the babg Jcsus etc.

Crucifixes - Frobab@ largc golcl and/or silver crosses
often with an image of Jesus (Christ.

Belgians - Person from Belgium

(atholics — Christians who believe that Jesus Christis
the son of God.

Sylvia Maria Burbidge - Priscilla’s cousin, Daughter of
Maria [ sther Burbiclge (hee Wardle)
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“We had a varied programme —~ Kipling’s poems, rag songs, Piano{:ortc solos?”

Diary page 55

....thcg are called V.AD. voluntarg aid detachments ~ well thcy have 6 wks training in Eng. HosPitals
and come here — and now there is a new act coming in by which tl'lcy are Paid workers so that thcy are in
the Placcs of trained nurses and there are still hundreds of nurses in E_ng. who would give angthing to
come to say nothing of those in Australia In any other caPacity thcg would be and are invaluable ~ some
do the coolcing here and one gir] is very clever at carPcntcring and makes cuPboards and drawers out of
Packing cases another sees about our Iaundrg and so on. QOur mess tent is very big caPablc of seating
100 at table and has two long tables a big cuPboarcl and two smaller tables for serving ~ hanging lamPs
(4) with 3c”ow silk shades. Next to this and connected with a little tent is our big recreation tent which
has a boarded floor and tables for rcacling and writing — we are also cxpccting togeta Piano soon. |sabel
and Sammy are on nigl')t c!utg we miss them very much ~ see very little of them now.

June 24h Crhursdag) Ohwe did crjoy ourselves last nigl'ﬂ: ~ T he © Artists Rifles” came from St Omer
and Kcrmcrlcg Rumford came with them from Boulognc or thereabouts — he wasjust like a big bog let out
from school ~ he sang till he couldn’t sing any more. The men from the rifles are all gcntlcmcn and
Pro{:cssional artists. We had a varied programme — KiPling’s poems, rag songs, Pianoxcortc solos, Madlle

Davant? (our French instructress).........

V.AD. - Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) nurses. Kennerley Rumford ~ A famous [~_nglish baritone singer.
Eng_. England Bolougne - Major French Fishing port on the English
Australia - T he Countrg/Continent of Australia. (Channel 52 kilometres west of St Omer.

Carpcntering - Abilitg to undertake carpentry - working Kipling - Joseph Kudyarc{ Kipling English Journalist,
with wood short story writer, poet and novelist.

Qur mess tent - Picture available om page 255 Rag -« Kagtime” may come from “ragged or sgncopatec{
|sabel - Nurse |sabel Ross from the Orontes rhgthm”. A “rag” in % time is a ragtime waltz

Sammg - Maybe Sara Marie Marron from the Orontcs Pianoforte — Fiano

June 24t _ Thursc{ay 24 June 1915 Madlle - Mademoiselle

Artists thcs ~Volunteer )Cig}’nting unit with Painters} Davant - Or Davaut, Not identified

actors, musicians and other creative men. Won many

faravery awarcls‘

St Omer-- Saint Omerinnorthern [Trance - T he
gcncral [ead Q;Jartcrs (HQ) of the British
Expeditionar3 Force October 1914 toMarch 1916
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« ] wore my uniform a Fortnight and two days and the sheet on my bedis ncarlg 3 weeks
old”

Diary page 56

....... sang also. [t was quaint to hear her singTiPPcrarg inher lisping French voice but oh the whole evening
wasjus’c beautiful the sisters looked sojollg nice in their scarlet trimmed capes and the men’s uniforms all
added to the unique scene. Thc Pianist was very goocl and he Plagcd accomPanimcnts Pcnccctly and also
filled in the time with rags and waltzes etc etc. between the items.

28.6.15 (Mondag) | ast night E dith and | with sisters Mc Kitterick and Broome walked into church at
St Omcr~ there were Only 10 sisters there and the room was otherwise filled with soldiers from gcncrals
to | ommies — sometimes the Prince of Wales is there but last nigl'ﬂ: he must have been otherwise cngagccl
- ]t was wonclchu"y imPrcssivc ~ cnougln to just hear these men 5ing the responses to the prayers. Amctcr
service we had our tea in the town as we would have been late getting back for our dinner. Wc had lovc[g
omclcttc, bread and butter, cider and strawberries and cream. Saw a nice little lingcric SI’]OP# which | must
more closcly examine when l have some more money. Today l Paid 9 }Crancs for my launclry - ] must not Jet
that haPPcn again tlﬂouglm And then | wore my uniform a Fortnigl')t and two clags and the sheet on my bed
is ncarlg 3 weeks old.

29"l1 1915 Crucsday) | had a letter from Mrs 5tcgga" this morning addressed to me at No 7 Australian
hosp OF course that cxPlains whg my letters have.......

Tipperary —“tsa [ong way to TiPPerary” best known T ommies — British Soldiers

song of the First World War. Fven the Grermans sang it Prince of Wales - Future King E dward V|| who

in German. abdicated for his love of Wallis Simpson. ([ dward,
Rags - Ragtime” may come from “raggecl or syncopated Albert, Christian, George, Andrew, Patrick, David
r!’;gthm”. A “rag” in % time is a ragtime waltz Windsor)

Waltzes - Music/songs in triplc time. Lingcrie shoP ~ Torwomen’s underwear and sleeping
28.6.15 — Monc{aﬂ 28 June 1915 wear. # See also Diarg page 60.

I dith - [ dith Victoria Donaldson - | dith Victoria 9 [Francs - [French currency or 8 slﬁi”ings or 80 cents
Donaldson - T rained at Pallarat [Hospital and departed with decimal worth $45 t0339

Priscilla on the Orontes. Priscilla’s best friend 29" 1915 -~ Tuesday 29 June 1915

Mc Kitterick -~ Nurse L,i”ian Barkcr McKitrick? Mrs 5tcgga” ~ Not identified

Broome ~ Magbe Sister Florence Proome ARCC At No 7 Australian hosp— The correct address is No7
Church at 5t Omcr~ Magbe Cathcdrale Notre~Dame Britis}w Gcncral Hospital

de Saint Omer
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rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

“E_c!ith and ] had a half dag off and we washed our heads with egg shampoo Powdcr”

Diary page 57

...... gone astray ~ thcg are Probablg careering around when the address here is no 7 (General ~ British
Expcditionarg Force, France. chtcrday | was put on to nurse the T ommies in the (German Mcaslcs
tents ~ tl'rcg are such nice fellows and sojo"g. we are not busgjust now.

6.7.15 (—rucsday) Editl’r and | had a half c!ay off and we washed our heads with egg shamPoo Powder —_
the best ]’vc ever used ~ then had afternoon tea. Miss Kobcrtson came back from her 7 days Jeave and
brought home some most delicious cakes, choc full of fruit and cherries and Prescrvccl fruits and nuts
galorc. Thenat é o’clock we went into town and cxPlorcd an old church, bought some food as we missed
dinner and came home about 8.1 5 and best of all saw Kitchcncr of Khartoum and MrAsquith in a motor
car. K had been at the ﬁying ground a Y mile away from our no 7 and then motored up to the front and
back to the town for dinner. Clwip potatoes are great favourites here ~ there are stalls in the streets, simplg
surrounded by boys and solders buying them and eating them in the street, you see them Pcclcd, cut up
bg a machine and cooked in a very few minutes.

15.7.15 (—rhursday) On Sundag last] received 11 letters and felt very happg indeed although a great
many are still missing, | feel lots better knowing the Familg are quitc alright. 5unc‘]ag night after tea went to

mi]itarg...........

T ommies — Pritish Soldiers Mr Asquith ~ British Prime Minister

6.7.15 ~Tuesda3 é July 1915 K = Kitchener - [Field Marshal | ord Kitchener ~

I~ dith — [T dith Victoria Donaldson - = dith Victoria Sccrctarg of State for War

Donaldson - T rained at Ballarat ]L—‘losPital and clepartccl Flying grouncl —located at the racecourse in St Omer
with Priscilla on the Orontes‘ Priscilla’s best friend CHP potatoes ~ Hot cl’xips/ fries Probablﬂ invented bg
Miss Robertson ~ Muriel Alice Kober’cson or Minnie the Belgians as ear|9 as 1770

Mabel Alexandra Robertson 15715~ Thursc{aﬁ 5 Ju]g 1915

Ktchener of K hartoum ~ [Field Marshal | ord Kitchener Sur‘éaﬂ ] ]JUIfj 1915

— Sccretary of State for \Nar
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Todag 25,000 men have gone past this hosPital to the front and 3cstcrday 80,000”

Diary page 58

..... church and sat behind Sir Jofm French and the Prince of Waies — a sister came late and thcg took
her into their seat. | was wishing | was she — luckg person. chtcrday we had a whole day ofmc, sisters
Broome, Mc Kitterick, Kiplcg, ]nglis, Donalc]son and myscH:. So we staycd in bed to breakfast then at
i 1am walked to St Omer station and about 20 minutes walk from there we got a punt and a [French girl
Puntcd us up the Canal to C]arc ~-Marais woods where we had lunch and afternoon tea combined, Pickcd
wild honcysucklc, water lillies and wild Forgetmenots from the Canal. Coming home gotverywetasastorm
came on and we met 300 Australians in dozens of transPort wagons ~ some of them stoPPccl and sPol(e
to us recognising our badges, Miss [Heriot knew one bog ~helivedin Williamstown near where herfather's
house is ~ Shc asked 3 of them to come to afternoon tea on Sunday. Matron has gone on leave and
Miss Wi]son a rcgular is tal(ing chargc.

18.7.15 (5unc]ay) | got7 letters todag and had a good time rcading them — was off dutg until Ipm so |
5tagcd in bed, Toclay 25,000 men have gone past this hosPital to the front and ycstcrdag 80,000 ~ | he
5"‘] Armg went thro' St Omcr. The chaPlain is conducting a service in the recreation tent this evening to
the convalescent men. Just at this moment thcy are singing “ ]:ight the good ﬁght” .......

Church - Magbc (athedrale Notre-Dame de Saint
Omer flowers Prec{ominantlg in white but also other colours even
Sir John French - Far of Ypres ~ Commander of the
British [Home Force

Prince of Wales - Future King [ dward V||| who
abdicated for his love of \Wallis Simpson

chterc{ag - Weclnesc]ay i‘%July 1915

Broome - Magbe Sister [Tlorence Broome ARCC

| illies - Correctlg | ilies a tall Plant with trumpet shapec{

coloured like a tiger hence “tiger [ilg”.
Forgetmcnots - Forgct-mc~nots or scorpion bush has tall
hairg stems up to two feet high with small but Promcuse

blue/mauve flowers
Miss [Heriot — K atherine Rae Heriot from the Orontes
Sunclag — Sunclag 18 July 1915

Mec Kitterick — Nurse Li”ian Barker MK itrick 2

Ripleg - English nurse Margaret Adele RiP169

lnglis —~ Nurse Catl’;erine ]nglis from the Orontcs
Donaldson = [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Ballarat

fﬂospita] and dePartcc{ with Priscilla on the Orontes. Pest
friend

The Canal - Watcrwag from St Omer to (lairmarais
Clarc Marais - Probab!y Clair Marais or Clairmarais
north of Saint Omer ~ Picture of Punting available
Honegsucue - Are arclﬁing shrubs or vines with flowers

which contain edible sweet nectar at the base of the flower.

January 2020

Miss Wilson — Myr’cle [ lizabeth Wilson

§rA Arm9 — of the PBritish Expeditionarg [Force ~formed
1% Jula 1915~sentto St Omer same date

St Omer - Saint Omer - France - | he gcneral [Jead
Qpar‘ters (}‘lQ} of the Britisl’x E_xpeclitionar3 Force
October19i4toMarch 1916

Chaplafn ~-A rePresentative of a religious tradition
attached to a secular institution such as a hospita], Prison
or a military unit.

Figl’;t the good ng!’xt -~ T raditional Bgmn
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“| ast night a big Planc called the Thc ZCPPclin Chascr had been out”

Diary page 59

...... it is a favourite |13mn here ~ we alwags have it at church. Qutside the tent the orderlies and other pts
(some Catholics) are Plaging cricket.

19.7.15 (Monc]ag) | ast nig['ﬂ: a big Planc called T he “ZePPclin chaser” had been out and it was very dark
when it came home at 9 o’clock so it circled around and around us here in camp ata great distance up until
the aerodrome men threw up rockets to show it the way home — it was a Prcttg 5ig[1t, Thc view from the
measles camp is very pretty ~ the hills are not at all high and are covered in crops ~ some cut somcjust
riPening and then at the top of one hillis an Englisl'l cemetery ~ the ﬂying ground bcyond that ~ here and
there a church stccPlc in the distance ~ | gotmy last pay on the 16tha Fortnight overdue, so bouglnt myscl{:
a case for my Passporb ~ a bottle of “beaune?? wine for a GBO

21.7.15 (chncsday) went for a walk to the aerodrome ~ Past a cemetery where there are some E_ng[ish
T ommies buried ~ there are a number of new graves tonight too of French Soldiers the officer who
showed us all over the Flging grounc]s told us that as each machine goes out a man on a motor cgclc also
drives in the same direction and each Planc takes a carrier Pigcon with it and if thcg have any news thcy
liberate it at once. |ad a letter from my dear Miss Coneter 7— She is going to take chargc of a hosPital
for T ommies at Welbeck Abbcy one of those historic Placcs in E_ngland - it bclongs to the Duke of
Fortland - shc was thcrc last wccl< For the c]ay and shc says the o

Orderlies — Attendants in a hosPitaI rcsponsible for non-
medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and
cleanliness

Pts — Patients?

(atholics — Christians who believe that Jesus (Christ is
the son of God.

(ricket = A bat and ball game Playec{ between two teams
of eleven Plagers on a field at the centre of which is a 20
metre (Zlgcars) Pitcl‘n with a wicket at each end each
comprising two bails balanced on three stumps. When ten
Pla}jcrs have been dismissed the innings ends and the
teams swap roles

19-7-15 ~ Monday 18 July 1915

Thc Zeppe!in Clﬂaser - Magbe the Fame” Scout on
test ﬂight.~An Anti~Airs}1iP Fightchesigncc{ }D\lj A
Camclen Fratt

Eng]ish cemetery ~ Frobably what is now Longuenessc(

St Omer) Souvcnir Ccmctcrg or the small Militarg
Cemeterg next to it.

January 2020

Flying grouncl - Alirfield. Site of the first Koyal F[\ljiﬂg
CorPs~ Currcntla the racecourse in St Omer
Beaunc ~A town at the centre of the Burgundy

o
DIOI’L

GB.O. - Maybe GDO for Good Dag OFf
21.7.15 ~ Wednesday 21 July 1915

E_nglisl’u T ommies - E_nghsl’x soldiers

Miss C oneter — Not identified

Wellbeck Abbey ~ Wellbeck Abbeg Auxi]iarﬂ HosPita|
near \/\/orkstop in Nottinghamshirc.

England - A country whichis a part of the Unitcd
Kingclom

Duke of For’clanc{ - Wi”iam Arthur rﬂcnry (:a\/cnc{ish~
Bentinck 7th Duke of Portland

winemaking re
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Thcir battalion who came over 1 1 months ago ~ 1150 men onlg 1% are left?

Diary page 60

.the Duchess is charming | do hoPc | can go and see her there sometimes. Miss LcmPicrc is to be matron
of an officers hosPital at ch,

22.7.15 ﬂ_hursdag) Taucing to one of the men todag he told me that out of their battalion who came over
i 1 months ago —~ 1150 men on]y i3 are left —~ althougl'l tl’rcg have been reinforced many times yet onlg 13
remain of the original 1*t Scots (Juards. e spoicc of a man thcy found lging dead after the battle of the
Mare he must have been dead for months as grass was growing in amongst his uniform between his arms
and his bodg etc. thcy tell you of the most gruesome things and yet thcy are all asjo”g as Sandbogs here.
|n times of peace a battalion is 750 strong — in wartime 1150. | bouglnt a pretty robe de nuit gcstcrday for
Kubg it must be | think as it is threaded with moonlight blue ribbon and looks like her — | want to bu9 all the
girls somcthing nice and was thinking of scnding them home to E_ng]anc] to be taken care of in case the
Gcrmans come here and we have to evacuate in a hurrg. Got two ovcra”s made this week in St Omcr 5 f.
(Francs) 25 c. (sous) each. | saw a pr of boots in a shop in the Grand Place 35f. Such beauties — thcy
would be Fu”g £2 (Pounds) ~2 (shi"ings) in Austraiia. E_c]ith has got Albert A and 5 wards as Sister
Neate went away to No 9 Cas. Cl. Station this morning, I'm 5cnding home some p-c views of Yprcs -
of the wonderful Cloth [Hall famed for its “tapcstrics” ~ it is now in absolute ruins, more so than in the

Picturc. Have cut off the name...........

Duchess - Winifred Anna Cavandish-Pentinck (nee England ~-A country which is a part of the (nited
Dallas- York) Duchess of Portland Kingclom

Miss Lempirerc - Jancy McRobie Lempriere AANS
Matron not QAIMNSK signature on page 100
Hospital at Kew - Not identified

22.7.15 ~ Thursday 22 July 1915

jot Scots Guarc{s -~ Ist Battalion of the Scots Guarcis‘

A Scottish foot guard regiment of the Pritish Arm3
Battle of Marne - [Tirst battle of the Marne 6-12
SCPtember 1914 saw the beginning of “rench warfare”.
The Allies defeated the (Germans in this battle
Sanc{bogs - “\)0”3 as a Sanc”.)og “isto be merry from
drinking alcohol

Robc de Nuit — Night robe or Night dress

Ruby - Priscilla’s younger sister who was killed in a car
accidentin Ba”arat in1928 aged 35.

5istcr Neate —~ Sister Mcrcg (Grace Neate

All the girls - Priscilla has four sisters (and two brothers)
I dith - [T dith Victoria Donaldson ~Trafnec1 at Ba”arat
Hospita! and travelled on Orontcs. Best friend.

January 2020

(Germans — Feople from or born in Germang.

5 [Trancs 25 ¢ (sous) — or 4 shillings and 4 pence or 44
cents worth $26 todag

Grand Flace - St Omer market food s clothing and other
stalls.

35 Francs —or | Pounds 4 shi”ings or $2.40 decimal
worth $ 144 todag

£2 (Pounc{s) -2/~ (shi”ings) — or $4.20 decimal worth
$251 today

Ypres ~ Townin Belgium 58kms north from Saint Omer
in

(loth Hall - “|_akenhalle © a commercial bui|cling with
markets, stalls and a warchouse where business was
conducted. Destrogec‘ during WWI| rebuilt in the 1 970’s.
Fc — Fostcarc{
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rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

“ (3erman taubes droPPcd bombs on St Omcr”

Diary page 61

..... We are getting put up 8 new marquees ho]cling 14 beds each and now there is talk of having huts before
the winter — | would Prcmccr the huts - thcy have them at [Harefield Park. The tents with floors cost £220
each and theg are also to have electric Iight installed . T hatis the way of the army as soon as one kind of
camp isjust complcted thcg change it into another stglc altogcthcr, cntailing endless expense . | have
counted up what | believe we are to be Paid and it works out very well — so much for the fuel and lighting -
so much for laundrg, so much for Iodging ~ field allowance and pay.

50"“. ( fzriclay) We" we had some excitement this morning and the night before last ~ Gcrman taubes
clroPPcd bombs on St Omer only a bare mile from us — killed 3 civilians in their beds and blew to Picccs
two shops and houses combined ~ another fell in the cour‘tgarc] of the casualty c]caring station no 20 in
the Rue (Gambetta not &oing much clamagc bcyonc! making a hole in the ground and smashing the wall a
bit and shattcring every Pain of glass in the entire building. Not Tany of them were inccndiarg bombs -3
others did other damagc elsewhere ~ we visited next afternoon Loclcy and | and were taken into one house
where all the Fami[y were gathcrcd togcthcr in the courtyarc]just |oo‘<ing at their ruined home. Thc stove
and kettles and saucepans wcrcjust twisted like paper, Plastcrcd walls torn to ribbons. Oh it was terrible

to witness.............

Marquees ~ | arge Marquee tents used as wards for (German | aubes — [Tirst monoP!ane in the world to be
Patients in WWI mass Proclucecl in German3 for military purposes.
[Harefield Park — [Harefield Park [House and its grouncls St Omer- Saint Omer ~rance - T he general [ead
20 miles = 32 kms out of | ondon site of the No1 Q;Jarters U—‘IQ) of the British Expeditionary Force
Australian Auxiliarg Hospital October 1914 toMarch 1916

£220 - or $440 decimal worth $26,400 tocla3 Casualtg Clearing Station no 20 - [Provide initial inJ’urg
§Oth — Friday 30 July 1915 treatment before allocation to hospital

Lockg - Nurse Annie Maria Locke from the Orontes
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« All the time we were ecating it we felt {:rightcncd”

Diary page 62

..... their distress ~ | he mother of the Familg was still shaking from head to foot when she told us about it
- A" the Familg were aslccP at midnig})t and the bomb fell in the living rooms and courtyard and missed all
their bed ~ rooms. T hat was chncsday nigl'lt and carly this moming whilst we were clrcssing 2 big
cxPlosions were heard an aeroPlane gave chase from the aerodrome near here and later we heard that
another shop was dcstroycd and an l:—‘_ng. 50]dicr on sentry dutg had his Fingcrs ncar|9 cut off his hand.
Tl'u's evening Edith and | wentin to send some money to the bank and saw the Placc where the two bombs
droPPcd this moming ~then had supper brown bread and butter and Grugerc cheese and ]ovelg comCFce.
All the time we were eating it we felt Frightcnccl - were alright as soon as we got into the open air. | he
whole PoPulacc seems agitatccl and everyone aPPcarccl to be on the streets. ] heard that papers were
&roPPcd this morning saying thcy would come every night fora Fortnight. Such audacitg! No lights forus
tonight ~ the enemy’s Planc few right over our camp on Wed. night - the noise of it was terrific. Saw
Kcnncrlcy Rumford tonight ~infactwe see him almost every nigl'ﬂ: we go into StOmer. General French’s

car Passecl afew times tonight ~he goes out every cvcning to .....

Wednesc’ay —~28 Ju]g 1915 Toniglqt - Fridag 30 Ju]g 1915

E_ng Solc{ier - E_nglisl‘n soldier - Wed. r\igl‘nt - chlncsclag 28 Julg i915

| dith - F dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Ballarat Kennerle}j Rumford - A famous Englislq baritone singer.
Hospital and departed with [riscilla on the Orontes. Best St Omer - Saint Omer - [France - T he general [ead
friend Qpartcrs (HQ) of the Britisl’; E_xpeclitionarg Force
Scnc{ some money to the Bank - Nurses were Paicl in Octobcr 1914 to March i916

cash. Moneg was sent to banks in |_ondon. General [French - Sir _John French - F ard of YPrcs -
Grugere - French Gruyere hard tastﬁ 3euow cheese with Commander of the British f#]ome Force

holes.
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rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

“Ordcrlics and sisters grouPcd togcthcr (thc very worst thing to do of coursc) and
watched it not lcnowing which minute a bomb would drop”

Diary page 6%

..... a lovclg old Chatcau up amongst trees, in the hills bcyond Blcndiqucs Isabcl Koss and l walked across
to it a morning or two ago.

3i~7~15 (Saturday) Oh we had a big exPericncc this morning at 9 o'clock a (German taube aPProached
St Omer at a terrific hcight - the first intimation we had of it, was a big machine gun shooting atitfroma
Placc on the way to the ﬁying grounds ~ from behind a house that we can see Plainly from here ~ in fact
we can walk across the fields to it ~ as far as our house is from Dana? Street. Wc“ this gun fired several
times at it and we saw two shots cxplodc in the air but short of it bg a long way it was 7 miles up and away
and our shots can goJ miles onlg. ]t must have been Fu“y 2 miles high —we cou]djust hear the drone of its
engine and see its aluminium bocly shining in the sun. Wcﬂ it was turned out of its course }03 our guns and
it described a right anglc and made off as hard as it could lick away fromus but cviclcntlg it saw all it wanted
. Asitcamein broad daylight we believe it was more for observation than anything and it would have taken
our Plancs longcr than half an hour to have reached the same hcight. ]t was dircctlg over our hospital and
wcjust stood out in the grouncls Paticnts orderlies and sisters groupcc] togcthcr (the very worst thing to
do of course) and watched it not knowing which minute a bomb would clroP altho? it would harc”y fall with
any accuracy from such a hcight. E_vcrgonc believes that the taube was after hcadquartcrs or else our

acrodromc .........
(Chateau - Maybe Chateau De Westhove Machine gun - A fully automatic mounted or portable fire
Y g Y P
B[endiques - B!endecques an area 7 kilometres south arm dcsigne& to fire rifle cartridges in rapicl succession.
cast of Saint Omer 7 miles - 11 kilometres
31-7-15 - Saturday 31 Ju15 i915 5 miles — 8 kilometres
T aube - [First monoplane in the world to be mass 2 miles - 3 kilometres
P
Proc{ucec{ in Germany for mi]itar5 purposes. Orclcrlics — Attendants in a l‘uosPita] responsible for non-
St Omer— Saint Omer - France ~ Tl’;e general Heaci medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and
uarters (H ) of the PBritish | xpeditionary [Force cleanliness
P Y
October 1914 to March 1916 Sistcrs - Nurses and Matrons
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rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

“Thcy had been shelled out of their hospitalycstcrday morning”

Diary page 64

. Afterit was headed off our guns turned around and fired after it 26 shots in all and thcyjust fell short
every time. Wc have Passcd the P]acc many times where the guns are. Thcg must be well concealed as we
have never seen them. chcral of our sisters were in St Omer, some at the market and as soon as it was
seen they said the PoPulacc ncarbg went mad and all disaPPcarcd into cellars etc. as quiclc as lightning. Jt
is thought that there will be a big air raid on St Omer soon. | believe our guns could have reached it had
thcg fired before they did but they had to let it get clear of our camp as it would have been too dangcrous
for us. |n my excitement | called a Paticnt “my dear” and Loclcy fell back in her hurry into the arms of the
incinerator ordcrlg. ] rca“y felt dead scared when the thing was overhead ~ | suppose ] might get used to
it in time.

3.8.15 (Tucsc]ag) Wc" old book, things are haPPcning to some extent ~ last niglﬂt six sisters arrived last
night to be “Parkcd” - Thcy had been shelled out of their hosPital 3cstcrdag morning — No 3 casualtg
clcaring station at Pallieul At 9 am shells from long distanced guns killed 4 night orderlies who were
slccPing and wounded 3 others, several more have gone to Picces with nerves. | he sisters were very white
and knocked out - T heir Iuggagc came in after them and thcg did not know whether thcg would ever get
it~ tlncyjust had to come on and trust to Proviclcncc to get their luggagc.

St, Omer - Saint Omer — [Trance - | he general [lead Quarters (I1QQ) of the Pritish E_xpec{itionarg Force October
1914 to March 1916

[Locky ~ Nurse Annie Maria |_ocke from the Orontes?

Incinerator orderlg — Ordcrlg who takes bodg Parts and medical rubbish as well as general rubbish to be burnt.

3.8.15 ~Tucsclag 3 August 1915

Old book - This cliar\zj

Shelled - Maybe arti”ery shells from cannons or bombs droPPcd on Paillieul

Yesterc{ay morning — Morning of Monclag 2 August i915

Ballieul- Correct]9 Baillieul. A town 41 kilometres east of Saint Omer

Orderlies - Attendants in a l’xospita| responsible for non-medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and cleanliness
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rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

« Thc last we heard was that the whole Placc was buming before the last one left”

Diary page 65

Thc matron came here late and last ~ she said she hadjust finished writing to their wives and had cut a
Piccc of each of their hair to send. Sister Middleton who only left here about a Fortnig}'lt ago for No 3
Bai"icul came back with the others last night and she looked a Positivc wreck. She said she had to idcnthcy
her ordcrly who was killed and he was so badly “done for” that the only way she knew it was hc, was by his
new sox she had given him that morning, The girls made wreaths of white flowers and hclpcd burg them
before thcg came away and did all that a woman could. Thc last we heard was that the whole Placc was
burning before the last one lemct, The whole four men were Paclcecl up and rcady to go on leave todag ~
one of the fellows leaves 2 children as well as a wife it is tru]y dreadful. For two night we have seen a
strange thing Iightcd in the 5‘43 — it was an observation balloon, stationery ~ scnding out scarcHights —it
was an ungoc”y sight to see this great thing throwing weird Jights about. | can tell you my “Diarg” that | do
not feel too safe these days ~the aviator threw a paper down the other dag saying he would be back later
on to blow up 5t Omcr. Mr Fons{:ord came to see usjust awhile ago —~ he only left E_ngland on Thursdag,
he and DrTrinca and Dr Kgan are all togctl')cr at Moringhamjust now for afew dags and he had to come
into St Omer to slnoP for his mess so came out for a few minutes to see us — it was a lovclg surPrisc to

see little Fonny.

Matron - Acting Frincipal Matron [Helena Har’cigan St Omer- Saint Omer— France - T he gcneral [Head

RRC

Sister Middleton — Sister Jean Middleton from the
Orontes?

Baillieul =41 kilometres cast of Saint Omer

Order]y ~ Attendants in a hospita! resPonsib!e for non-
medical care of patients and maintenance of order and
deanliness

Observation balloon -~ Balloon employed as an aerial
platform for gathering intelligence and troop and artillery
spotting.

Aviator - Filot ~ driver of the P|ane or balloon

Q;Jarters (r‘lQ} of the Pritish Expeditionar3 [orce
October 1914 toMarch 1916

Mr F’onsforcl -Dr Frank William Augustus Fonsncord
E_ngland - A country whichis a part of the United
Kingdom

Dr Trinca - Dr Alfred John T rinca (1884 -1981) 31
years

Dr Rgan ~-Dr Raymonc{ William R\zjan

Moringl’;am - Moringl’ucm 12 kilometres west of Saint
Omer

Fonng ~Mr (D0 Frank William Augustus FPonsford
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Thcrc was first a beautiful sunset to look at -not a rosy one but one of silver and Palc

blue”

Fage 66

4.8.15( chncsday) Locky went off this morning, to Boulognc for her oPcration she has a hernia and it
has to be done at once ~ she is one of the best our old Locky and we were very upset at her going off in
such a Fashion, Miss fzrcslmcicld a VAD who has bad measles went also. Many miles of cavalry and big
guns went past here this morning up to the front ~ Dr Ponsford said that things would be very busg soon.
T he news about Warsaw seems the worst Possiblc and on all hands it is disquicting news one gets - the
enemy are horribly successful in most things tlwey do~ altlwoug]w itis quite true that the (German airman we
saw above us last week was caPturcd at Cassc] about 12 miles further on ~ it was very strange to see our
own Plancs move out? that morning, ~ instead of going 5traigl1t up thcyjust sneaked out and hovered
about a bit around here so as not to let the enemy see where thcg came from but he saw airigl'rt.

11.8.15 (chncsdag) On Sunc]ay night the cannonade was FﬁghtFu” ~All night it kcpt up ~just one big
continuous thunderof a battcry it woke us up at4amand we harc”y 5|cPt afterwards. Coming from church
~ there was first a beautiful sunset to look at ~nota rosy one but one of silver and Palc blue. Tl’)cn aswe
neared Malassisc two of our MOs came along on bicgclcs and Pointccl out to us star shells in the sky,

there must have been twenty while we were watching. T he service on Sundag night was magni{:iccnt ~the

f)ishop of K hartoum.........

4.8.15 —~ \/\/ec{nesc]ay 4+ Augus’c 1915 Warsaw — Tlne Gcrman army entered \Narsaw the caPita|
[Locky ~ Nurse Annie Maria |_ocke from the Orontes? city of Poland on Sunday 1 August 1915.

Bou!ogne — Town on French coast. Depar‘ture Poin’c for Gcrman airman — Gernman Pi[ot

injurecl soldiers. 52kms west from Saint Omer Cassel - A city 22.6 kilometres NI of Saint Omer.
[Hernia - A Protrusion of organs tl‘urough aweakened part 12 miles — 19 kilometres

of the abdominal wall [Hovered — Remain in one P|ace in the air.

Miss [reshfield — Miss K atia [Freshfield VAD i1.8.15~ chncsclag i August i915

VAD. - \/o]untar}j Aid Detachment. \/o[untar3 civilians Sundag night - Sundag 8 August 1915

providing nursing care alongside military nurses. |ncludes Frightfull - A situation which is very frightening

the Red Cross VAD:s. Batterg - Arti”crg }Jatterg‘ AgrouP of large cannon
Mcas[es - Frobably (German Measles very contagjous type guns Fring]argc shells.

viral illness that causes a skin rash and fever and can lead Church -~ Most commonlfj refers to a (Christian Place of
to serious illness. wors}'uip with a congregation of Christians.

Cavalrg ~ Soldiers who )Cight on horseback Malasisse ~ Suburb of Saint Omer - Site of No 7
Big guns —~ Or arti”crg. Large guns xCiring Iargc shells to British Gcncral Hospital

weaken the enemy before an attack orto defend a Position‘ MO s — Medical officers/Doctors

Front - Militarg front or contested fron where the Fighting Starshells - A type of ammunition which bursts to
inwaris takir\g Placc. release a shower of stars for i”umir\ating enemy Positions.
Dr Ponsford = Dr Frank William Augustus FPonsford Bishop of K hartoum — Welsh Ang!ican Bislﬁop

Llewenyn r"']cnr\lj ngrmc
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“He cannot understand whg (God does not kill the K aiser

Diary page 67

...Prcachcc! a beautiful sermon on the war ~ he said that after bcing out at the front for months he went
home and was told by another clcrgﬂman that Pcoplc had Iost their faith since the war - he said that such
was not his cxPcricnce as he found that the men, with whom he had come in contact in the trenches had
not lost their faith a scrap but it had become stronger. He illustrated his sermon with word Picturcs that
were sad and [F dith and | had fearful Painjust with icccPing control of our emotions. | had a hugc IumP in
my throat, so big that it hurt me like a knife. Some of the men had hard work to ‘cceP from sobbingQ He
told us of a 1303 in a hospital at boulogne who is drcadfu"g maimed for life and yet is as much of a
Christ?an as ever only he cannot understand why Gocl does not kill the Kaiscr. ]t seems so awful to think
that the Gcrmans have taken Warsaw and thcy appear to be making advances here too. Last Mondag a
naval airship flew above us ~ circled around the hosPita[ grounds for an hour or more. |t did not move very
quicug and it took a long time to rise but thcy say thcy are capablc of greater sPccd. now | want to write
about the Punishmcnt of soldiers — one of my orderlies did 14t field Punishmcnt a few weeks ago heis a
rca”y nice man but he stagccl out all one night and did not turn up to Paradc. [He was tied to a wooden
cross for 2hrs every dag for 7 clags4..4..4..4

Sermon -~ Oration or lecture }35 a Preachcr

C]erggman - A male Priest, minister or religious leader

Faith - Strong belief in the doctrines of a religion based on sPiritual conviction rather than PromC

I dith - | dith Victoria Donaldson - rained at Ballarat Hospfta! and departcd with Priscilla on the Orontes. Pest friend
Sobbing~ Noisy crying

Bou!ogne ~ T own on [French coast. Departurc Point for injurcd soldiers. 52kms west from Saint Omer

Christian — One who believes that Jesus Christis the Son of (God and saviour of all Peop|e

K aiser - Tlﬂe (German word for E_mpcror

(Germans — | he (German army.

Warsaw — Tl’\e German army entered V\/arsaw the caPita| cit\zj of Folancl on Sundag i August 1915.

Naval airs)'rip - Or Zeppehn managcd bg the German navy

Orderlies — Attendants in a hosPitaI responsible for non-medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and cleanliness
[Field Punisl’xment - A form of Punisl’lment used against mflitarg Persorme! in the field. Field Punisl—ument takes Place in the field
instead of being sent to a goal.

Parade - Moming Parac]e‘ Tl’xe morning inspection of troops.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“Some houses had cannon balls on the gablcs”

Diary page 68

....one hour in the morning and one in the afternoon - his arms are out stretched all the time - angone who
laugl'ls at him commits a crime and is liable to Punishmcnt. Then for two hours during the dag thcy have to
tread the mill walk up and down a given area with all their Pack on their back ~ not allowed at all out of
grounds and do extra Fatiguc work ~ this goes on fory clags. C. B. is confinement to barracks for 7 clays
~ this is common Punishmcnt and is often on our order sheet about certain orderlies. Miss E_]ston and |
walked to Therouanne on Tucsday a distance of 28 kilometres went thro’ chringhcm and came home
thro’ lnghcm and Helmcaut —~ saw some quaint old churches and church yarcls ~lots of Peasant women with
white britches on, working in the fields using the scgtlnc to gathcr in the harvest and their children shcaving
after them . Wc had lunch at Thcrouannc of cold Pork and salad bread and butter and wine — then went
to another Placc to shelter from a shower and had black coffee and onlg Paid 2 sous each. Wc rested at
the ruins of the old town which was bombarded in the time of Chares V — Some houses had cannon balls
on the gab]cs set in the cement as curiosities — others had them on the top of brick fences ~ it is strange

here to see no fences around the fields ~ all open to the wagsic]c yet the crops are uninjurcd .....

C.B. - Not identified

Miss | Iston — Fossiblg Eng]is}‘n nurse Catl’xerinc [ Iston

Tl’lerouanne - A town 16.9 kilometres south of St Omer

Tuesclag - Tuesday 10 August 1915

28 Kilometres — T his was for the round trip which was in fact nearer 3 1 kilometres. St Omer to [Heuringhem 9.1km to
T herouanne 7.2 km to ]nghem 5,7 km to Helfaut 5.7i<m to Saint Omer 7.5 km a total of 31.2 kilometres
Heuringhem - A town 9.1 kilometres south of St Omer

lnghem - A town 11.0 kilometres south of St Omer

[Helfaut — A town 7.5 kilometres south of St Omer.

S}maving -A crop bound togetlner oftenina “tepee” shapec{ stack after l’]ar\/esting by hand.

2 sous — Frcncl’; currency or | sl’;i”ing .6 pence or 18 cents decimal worth $7,72 ’coclag fora cup of coffee.

Charles V - [Holy Roman [ mperorisigto isse6

(annon balls — A round (ba”) shapcc{ solid Projectilc often metal which is fired from a cannon. No explosive charge.
Gables - Tlﬂc Pointecl wall space where two roof lines meet

\/\/aysidc ~ Thc cdgc of the road
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“| have always loved Sailors better than Soldiers”

Diary page 69

16.8.15 (Mondag) Duc"ey Finnock came todag to see me ~ he was aw{:ullg nice, brought us a letter from

Clara Brock in which she asks me to let her know when ['m in |_ondon so that we can meet each other.

Hc had an excuse to come here todag as one of his men was going out so he took him back with him in

the car. T hese naval men arcjust the best imaginablc ~} have aiways loved Sailors better than Soldiers

~One of themis scncling me Photographs of armoured contact? he has taken himself. He is a petty

officer and he saw Antl'rony Wﬂding killed near YPres some little time ago a (German shell fell on one of

our cars in which Anthony Wi]ding was seated and killed him and 7 more men instantancously.
18.8.15 (chncsday) [Heriot came in from her walk tonight and said that Kitchener and (General JoFFrc

are in St Omer and therefore the Plancs are extra busy kccping guard. [t is wonderful to see the

scarchlights at night ﬁashing all over the skg and knowing that while we are siccPing some Pcopic are

kccping watch over the slcg. Since the airraid - two big « Archies” (anti -air ~craft guns) have been

Plantcc] on a hill ovcrloolcing Malassise. T he men working them have their hutsjust beside the guns. Got

) letters today througlw Vancouvcr ~ ] feel very uPset about poor old Grancllcathcr dging ~have been

thinldng of him all dag - canjust feel for them all know how thcy are upset. [Flowever we cannot wish the

dear old man here in this terrible world. One wonders how (God can look on and allow all this wholesale

slaughtcr to go on. Havc heard of the TrooPshiP Rogal .......

16.8.15. Monday 6 August 1915

Duc”e3 Pinnock - 5urgeon DUC”€9 D Pinnock

(lara Prock - Not identified.

Contact - Pattle, Fight, engagement. Armoured vehicles /tanks
Fighting.

Antlﬁony Wi]c{ing —~ New Zealand’s world number i tennis
P[ayer. (Considered to be the first tennis superstar.

YPrcs -~ T ownin Belgium 58kms north from Saint Omer
in [“rance.

German - | he enemy Cjermang

18.8.15 ~ Wednesdag 18 August 1915

[Heriot - Nurse K atie Rae [Heriot from the Orontcs
Kitchener - [Field Marshal [Horatio [Herbert Kitchenerwas a
senior British army officer and Sccretar5 of Statc for the war.

January 2020

General Joffre - Marshal General Josepl’m Jacques (Cesare
JO]C]CFC served as Commanclenim(:hiexc of the French forces
St Omer - Saint Omer - France ~ The gcneral Heac’
Qparters (HQ) of the Britisl’; E_xpeclitionarg Force
October 1914 to March 1916

Malassise — Suburb of Saint Omer - Site of noy British
(eneral Hospita]

\/ancouver— A coastal seapor’c inwestern Canada
Grand{:athcr— chrg William Wardle assume he was sick and
dging but does not pass away until Thursdag 30 December
1915

Troopship Koya! I dward - The Koya] Mail SHP (RMS)
/l’ﬂirec‘ Mi!itarg Transpox‘t HMT Koya] I dward was
torpedoed on Fridag i3 August 1915 while trave”ing from
Alexandria to | emnos with the loss of 864 lives.

Fagc i46




Priscilla Wardle Diary [ ranscription
70 -
ldwsand k“! h"‘\“cw Y lovo il hsbaing U we appatliip
Hod o Ldlea Pw-dmnt(’d faav-hdw Wher Cho Wl JhAd
aei Ky boa A M8 being Kitted —of dian Sf G
Qad worly glak)d Muio Wat bis Ru),ug.,.(,;—
EAM) bat h, ﬁtu-o M a ‘wa i Ty amy 3 Meu Sh
b Ry b fngd he P & hoa woik. | made Enve
Saglos cix of ped fidiow 0 lin E0geaihs o ond
ey faut ai Cagunes - Wy Clusdtesl 2b Mok _ ane
, bk jica oneed 5 0n smen v Fudsy hg '
/?}(n;f;, {m.:‘rda,, fon K dru 8L w5 einiiy v
G it T Aas Fyp pT e — "o pf (ntins: Aace
Moo nufelly feod & bey . 1% o 4 O g he gy
Conbined wMIE a hage Aot Soctica hf’;7 ey
Mafor G direst of K 20 Raq Quihdone il dedd
At Jua,f m-06's i ginig ko Sauduroisd fy (e
bracd 4 gom affn < do | Crice 7 fed (o leay -
A€ 9«,\44;‘ Qe ard e funis acs /'U?mluf 4 bt~
ey Awmp Stond Sar- wpni  rleg i wp w2 4 fa’mﬂ,
| Que alovs i nasy Cltl (Gut niling Lelles | oy g © ity
/V/l e madf Y1 f“M doo e, “"\J«U hlarg, Tulacsd .
| s oAy g p mT fn - /ri; Mile vy ot fliy weron
Inr fasl us _luck .
27418 Sovolhy kel el e Why poicil fri
 Rodon i % by Tl S mew o LTRER-
 fad evuny Mies Macsl T/ wod kK OAgques §
s T haugar & wlied [ Rect daigbe

fanuara 202«
January 2020 Fagc 147



rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

«| am alone in my fittle tent writing letters”

Diary page 70
. [ _dward being torpedoed and 1000 men missing ~ it is a allin Had a letter from dear old Pop toda
g torp S ppaiing: P Y
- when she wrote she did not know about her brother bcing killed — oh dear it is a sad world and hateful.
iss Watkins the Re ular (the Fucker) lost her fiancé only a few months ago and here she is trying to
M g Y g ying
Forgct her gricmc in her work. | made some sashes out of red sateen for two sergeants for a concert theg
gave at Arqucs - thcg dressed as minstrels — are going to give a concert to our men on }:riday nigl'lt.
Lockg wrote today from | ondon. Sheis getting on so well but has still got Pain ~ the Mc Arthurs have
been awmcullg goocl to her. T here is a concert here tonigl—rt combined with a Magic | antern lecture on
t by Major Anderson of the 20t Field Ambulance , but | did not go ~ the M.(O’s are giving us
Ceypt by Maj g gving
sandwiches in the board room afterwards — | came to bed instead. 22.8.15 (Sundag) Sunday again and
the guns are booming a treat ~ they always start Sat-night and keep it up all day Sunday. | am alone in
8 g y alway g pitup all day y
my little tent writing letters, trying to answer my home mail and the guns seem to get nearer and nearer. |
was dying to go out for ajog ride this afternoon but had no luck. 27.8.15 (l:ridag) Dorothy Mitchell sent
me my Parcc[ from | ondon - Jtis lovcly getting some new clothes. | ast evening Miss Marsh and | went to
Arques and saw the hangar in which the [French dirigible
q S g

Troopship Koyal [~ dward = The R0331 Mail Ship Arqucs — A town 4.5 kilometres east of Saint Omer
(RMS)/Hired Mi]ftary T‘raﬂsport FMT) R038! [T dward Loci(g — Nurse Annie Maria | ocke from the Orontes?
was torpedoed on [riday 13 August 1915 while travelling from Mec Arthurs = DR GLAW. McArthur and Mrs F .M.
Alexandria to | emnos with the loss of 864 lives. McArtlﬂur]crienc{s from the Orontcs

Torpec{oecl -~ Self - Prope”ec{ weapon with explosive war Magic | antern — Ear!9 form of Projection of images

head. Frope”ec{ underwater towards target after being Produccd on glass slides and Projectccl on a screen

launched from a submarine. Eggpt — Countrg Iinking Africa with the Middle " ast.
FOP — Nursc Eclith (FOPP3> FOPP!CWC” ) Bom in NCW Homc o{: t}’;e Fl’uaraol‘ls B ’Cl‘lc Nflc anc{ t}‘le Fﬂramicls.
Zea]anci (NZ) grew up in Ba”arat. Trainec{ at Ba”arat Major Anclerson ~ Not found

Hospital. Joined NZ nursing service and served in M~O-’5 _ Medical Ogicers (Doctors)

E‘ggpt PBoard room -~ T he room in which those that run the

(lose friend of the \Wardle Fami|5‘
Brother }Jeing killed - Private Cecil Fopplewe” of the
jith Pattalion Australian ]mcantrg Al was killed at

hospital meet regularlg
22.8.15 -~ Sunday 22 August 1915
J03 ride - rﬂaving aride in the motor car simplg for thejog

L,one Finc at Ga”ipoli during the third attack on Anzac ofit.

COVC on Sunclag 19 May 1215, 27.8.15 —~ Friday 27 August 1915

Miss Watkir\s - Sister r”iclcn Margaret Gwynam Dorothy Mitchc” _ Not identified

Watkins Miss Marsl’u - Frobablﬁ Englislﬂ nurse \/iolet M33 Marsl’r

Tl’le Fucker~ Frisci”a not Preparecl to use the ]: word
Thc chular~ Thc “Sistcr in Charge” of the ward or

acting matron

who's signature \/.M.Marsh is on Diarg page 100
Dirigfb!e ~ An air sl—uiP. A Iighter than air aircraft often
cigar slﬁapcc{.
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“She was in chargc of a train given by Princess Christina”

Diary page 7|

...has been housed - it is 90ft high and 500ft long and is Paintec] like the fields around it ~ green and
brown and buff coloured with stooks? of hay on it and on the top of it. There are Polcs like tclcgraph
Poles and it runs Paraucl with the railway line. T here were sentry boxes all around it and when the shiP was
there it was well guarded ~no one at all was allowed anywhere nearit. | here are hidden antiair craft guns
toojust beside it. [ ad Photographs taken Hcstcrday bg Sister Marsh in the camp. [Heard this week of a
British troop? s]wiP that was mined in the E_ng. Channel onlg 4 miles from 5oulogne ~everyone was saved
but all kits? were lost — many officers were coming back from leave ~ it was so near boulogne that theg
could have swam ashore casilg . This has neverbeen in the papers else allleave would have been stoPPcd.
chtcrday when at Arclucs wemeta QA 5fstcr out shoPPing- she was so Plcascd to see other sisters
so we stoPPcd and then walked a[ong with her ~ she was in chargc of a train given by Princess (Christina
— it is a beautiful ambulance train and we can go over it some time when it is at B]cndccqucs. Sir Arthur

Sloggctt was having afternoon tea with the other medical officers on the train and tlﬂcy also drove?

visitors from hcadquartcrs there.

9O)Ct —~ 27 metres

500{:’(1 — 152 metres

Stooks — Agroup of sheaves o)cgrain stoodonendina
field

Yesterc{ag — Tl’;ursclag 26 August 1915

Sister Marsh F’robab]y English nurse \/iolct Ma\zj
Marsh who’s signature V.M-Marsh is on Diarg page 100
British Troop ship ~-A ship from (Great Pritain used for
transpox’ting trooPs/solcliers

Troop - Soldiers

E_ng‘ Channel - English channel between [rance and
E_nglanc{

4 miles — 6.4 kilometres

Bou!ogne ~ T own on [Trench coast. 52kms west from
Saint Omer

Yesterc{ag - Tl’;ursdag 26 August 1915

Arques ~ A town 4.5 kilometres east of Saint Omer

January 2020

QzA, Sister ~ deen Alexandra ]mperial Militar3
Nursing Service Sister

Princess Christina — Frobably Princess Christian.
Princess [Helena of the umtcd Kfngdom, Princess
(Christian of 5cl‘ue]swig~ﬁo|stcin who was [resident of
the Koyal British Nurses Association and who founded
the [rincess Christian’s Army Nursing Service
(FCANS) and Reserve (FCANSR) which became
the Queen Alexandra’s ]mperial Mihtarg Nursing
Service (QAIMNS) and Reserve. (QAIMNSR)
Ambulance train ~ | rain used to treat and transport
wounded soldiers to land based hosPitals in [rance orto
sea ports for transport to England ]33 shiP.
Plendecques - An area 7 kilometres south cast of Saint
Omer

General Sir Arthur Sloggett ~ Director (General Armg
Medical Scrviccs -DG AMS
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« Do not look as bad in uniform now that we have new coats instead of those awful

capcs”

Diary page 72

8.9.15 (chncsdag) Foor old E_dith has ]ost her brother at the Dardanc”cs ~in that awmcul melee on the
7% of last month — she is awmcuny brave thoug}'n. Toby Vinesisin] ondonin company with 79 other nurses.
Thcg are at the ]vanl‘loe. ] wonder if she will be sent to Francc. Thc guns have been dreadful iately fora
Fortnight never ceasing dag or night. | bought a new watch two c]ays ago thinking ] might be able to rise
carlier if | had one but no | ‘m_just as bad crccPing out of bed a few minutes before seven. Do not look as
bad in uniform now that we have new coats instead of those awful capes ~ got Madcmoise"o Bois in the
Rue de Calais to make them and only charging 12 Francs. We have had a Cricket Pitch made in one
comPound and | have been Playing until | am Positivcly sore to the touch. Capt. Giriffiths is lcaving us and
going to No 1 CCS Mr Furcc" and Mr Urquart are also going this month. Thc Photographs taken
of CaPt. John and Mr Fowc", Marsh and | are excellent. | seemto be losing touch with the outside world
—~war news is absolutcly all ] get these clags —even Toby seems to be givcn to ga”avanting around Lonclon
and then gives me scraps of letters. Fincham is as miserable as a bandy coote these days . will ccrtainlg
get Promotion J've heard and still lauds that she has friends who have written to Miss McCartl'Ig about

her rccommcnding her for Promotion.

8.9.15 ~ Wednesday 8 SCPtcmber
1915

I~ dith — [T dith Victoria Donaldson
~Trained at Pallarat f#]ospita[ and
dopartccl with Priscilla on the
Orontes. Priscilla’s best friend
Dardanelles - Also Ga”ipoli }39
which this battle became known in
Australia. Commenced 25 Apri[
1915.

Toby Vines - AANS nurse and
family friend |n photo album
lvanlﬁoo — Now called the
Bloomsbury Strcct Hotcl on
Bloomsburg Street Lonclon
f:rancc — Country in western
Europo‘ Paris is the capital city.
Mademoiselle Bois ~ Miss Bois
not identified

Rue de Calais ~ T he main street
in Saint Omer

January 2020

12 [rancs — or 8 s!’wi”ings and 6
pence or 86 cents decimal worth
$46 today

(Cricket Pitch- A bat and ball game
Plaged between two teams of eleven
Plagers on a field at the centre of
which is a 20 metre (ZZycars) Pitch
with a wicket at each end each
comPrising two bails balanced on
three stumPs‘ When ten P!agers
have been dismissed the innings
ends and the teams swap roles
Flaging Cricket- A sport or game
in which two teams of eleven Playcrs
try to score runs bg hitting a small
hard ball with a bat and running
between two sets of small wooden
Posts. Most runs wins.

Capt Giriffiths — Dr? not identified
No i CC5~ No i Casua[tg
(Clearance Station at Chocqucs
near BCH’]UHC 48 kilometres south

east of St Omor .

Mr Purcell = Dr? not identified
Mr Urquar’c ~ Drnotidentified
Capt John = Dr7 not identified
Mr FPowell =Dr not identified
Marsh — Frobabb E_ngh’s}'x nurse
Violet May Marsh who's signature
V.M-Marsh is on Diary page 100
Tobg - Tobg \ines a Ba”arat
trained nurse | gami[\rj and Pcrsona]
friend.

Fincham - Nurse |sobel | dith
[Fincham from the Orontes.
Bancl3 coote — Banclicoot. Sma”
(rabbit sized) animal (marsupial)
that carries its youngin a poucl—u.
Miss McCar’chy - Dame [T mma
Maud McCartlﬂg Matron-in -
Chief, British Expcditionary
Force s f:ranco and Flanoers 1914
-1919. Bomin Fa&dington,
Sydney, Australiain 1859 diedin
England in1949.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« During 48hrs last week the (Germans rained 2 million shells in our lines”
g

Diary page 75
| ast Sunda night Marsl'r, Haincs (\/.AD) and | had been to church and coming home the chi
y nig S P
Potatocs smelt so gooc] at the sta“ that miss Haincs bought us each 2 sous worth. Wc wa"ccd on and
Prctenclcd to be quitc detached ~ it was late so we walked home cating them. 14.9.15 (Tucsday) Onc of
the Paticnts told me that the shell a ginch that fellin the hosPital at baillicu and killed four orderlies was
one of our own — it was a mistake ~ t}'ncy were swivc"ing the gun around and thcg tried to stop it but it was
too late — we often wondered whg the sisters were allowed to go back after bcing here a week. I have had
a (German shell top given me also a souvenir of 3 little bu"ctsjoincd togcthcr. Had a quarrel with Fincham
last night ~5 of us ~sheis ctcrnaug grousing about somcthing. We went to a concert at the Soldiers
Club Room in St Omer and told the V.A.D. that we would not be in for supper and because Fincham
PP
herself was not informed aitl'rough she was off duty, she met us with a complaint. Tl’)c concert was very
good and the hall Paclccd with men, about 18 sisters there. T wo men were Pro{:cssionals and sang and
Plagcd quuisitcly then one Plagcd the concertina in a marvellous fashion “J he | ast Chord” with
harmonious accompanimcnt ~ then an imitation of bagPiPcs and all the latest rags and the men sang to

them. Read in the papers ycstcrdag that cluring 48hrs last week the (Germans rained % million shells in

our lines so no wonder we heard such terrific Firing

[Last Sunday - Sunday 5 September 1915

Marsh - Maybe Australian nurse Hﬁi”ipa Marsh
[Haines V.AD. - Not identified

Cl’\ip potatoes — Chips cooked in oil and wraPPed in
paper. *Fries” invented }33 Belgians‘

2 sous — 2 Pennies or 2 cents worth $5.90 todag

14.9.15 ~ T uesday 14 September 1915

Shell - Correctlg in this case an ar‘ti”erg shell 229 mm
around. Tl’\is is fired and the fuse is set to exploc{e often
on imPact‘ The brass case carrying the explosive
Prope”ent is ejectec’

9 inch - 229 millimetres

Bai”icu ~ Atown 41 kilometres east of Saint Omer
Orderlies — Attendants in a hospital responsiblc for non-
medical care of Pa’cicnts and maintenance of order and
cleanliness

Sisters- Nurses

[Fincham = Nurse |Jsobel [ dith Fincham from the Orontes.

January 2020

St Omer - Saint Omer - [rance - ] he general Head
Q;Jarters (r‘lQ} of the Pritish Expeditionary [Force
October 1914 toMarch 1916

VAD. - \/oluntarg Aid Detachment. \/o!untarg civilians
Providing nursing care a|ongsicle mi]itary nurses. [ncludes
the chl Cross \/ADS

The Last Chorcl — Frobablg “T}wc Lost Chord” asong
bg Arthur Sullivan from the poem of Adelaide Anne
Froctor called “A Lost Chord” as a tribute to his clging
brother.

Bagpipes —~ A woodwind instrument using reeds fed from
a reservoir of airin the form of a bag‘ A l’ligl’x nasal sound
concurrent with a drone base.

48 hrs - Two clags

12 million — 500,000 shells

Rags ~ Songs in « Ragtime” which may come from “ragged
or sgncopatec{ rhgtl—um”‘ A “rag” in ¥+ time is a ragtime waltz
f:iring~ Arti”ery guns or cannons Firing shells into the

front lines.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“ Thcg say we'll have 150,000 wounded in the next few c]ags alone”

Diary page 74

24~9~15 ( Fric]ay) Wc" old book | have not written in you for many dags now — | he Quccn of Fortugal
and Lady Gifford, Sir Arthur ﬁoggctt (The Surgcon (General) came to visit this morning, The old
monks all dressed in their best and gave her (T he Quccn) a sPccial new Piccc of red P]ush to kneel on for
her prayers in their clwa[:;e] ~ she brought the children sweets and the Paticnts cigarettes and altogethcr
was very gracious. We Practiscd our curtseys last night and puton clean cap aprons etc. | have been most
dreaclfullg dePressed for the last two days and tonight we heard that there is a big engagement on ~we
had no need to be told that as the roar of guns all day and last nigl'lt has been clcamccning~just be”owing
with out ceasing at all. All our Paticnts are to be evacuated tomorrow at nine o’clock and we are to get
rcaclg at once to take in wounded ~ thcy say we'll have 150,000 wounded in the next few clags alone. ]
have left (German Mcaslcs now and am nursing Diphthcn’a and MumPs and observation Paticnts ~have
had a lot of Praisc latcly from matron about my work. Miss Watkins the chu[ar has complimcntcd me
again and again and she told Miss McCarthy that ] was an excellent nurse — ]’m blowing my own trumPct
aren’t | 7 But it is nice to know that the heads think well of you. 29-9-15 (chncsdag} As ] wrote a few
dags ago about the dreadful battle that was raging it will not be surprising to say we have had a very busg

time since 5undag afternoon ~ we took in about a thousand on 5unc‘lag .......

24-9-15 — Fridag 24 September i915
OH book ~ This Diary

German Measles — \/erg contagious viral illness that

causes a Ss(iﬂ rash and ;CVCI" and can Iead to serious

chen of For’cugzﬂ - Qucen Maria Amelia the last
deen of Fortugal. A qualhciecl nurse who was born and
raised in [ rance. [~ xiled from Fortuga! in 1908 and lived
in rance for the remainder of herlife. Born 28
SCPtember 1865 would be 50 in four c{ags time

Laclg Gifford - Laclg Sophfe (atherine Gifford.

Sir Arthur Sloggett - Director (General Army Medical
Services - DG AMS

Monks - A person who Practises religion 139 monastic
Iiving either alone or with any number of other monks.
Chapcl - T}we Chapcl at the Monastcrg now No7
British Gencral f’iospita[ in Saint Omer.

Curtscgs - Correctlg curtsy. T raditional gesture of
greeting in which a girl or woman bends her knees while
bowing her head.

Tomorrow - Saturclay 25 56Ptcmbcr 1915

Nine o’clock — 9 am in the morning

into the hospital

January 2020

ilness.

Diphtheria ~-A contagious discase sPreac{ b\zj an infected
person cougl’aing, sneezing or their open wounds. (Can be
Prevcntccl by vaccination.

MumPs — A viral infection with symptoms that include
fever and rash. E_asi|3 Prevcntablc bg vaccine.

Miss Watkins —~ Sister [elen Margaret ng”am
Watkins

Regular~ Sisterin charge.

Miss McCartlﬁy ~ Dame Emma Maud McCartlﬁg
Matron-in ~Chic£ British Expcditionarg [Torce, [rance
and [Tlanders 1914 -1919. Born in addington, Sydney,
Austra|ia in 1859 died in Eng[anc{ in1949.

Blowing my own trumpet — T alk about one’s own
achievements

29-9-15 ~ Wednesday 29 September 1915

Sunclag — Sunclag 26 September 1915

Took in about a thousand - Wounded soldiers
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« | and two orderies did the lot in 41,72 hours going hard all the time”

Diary page 75

... evacuated some hundreds next clay then had another convoy Monc]ay night after dark ~ oh my it was
hcartbrcaking to see them ~ the second convoy came in |_ondon buses —~ all sitting up cases and tlncy had
to be Put out at the entrance gates as the buses could not get up the drive on account of trees. 50 up
the drive thcg came hundreds of them mud from tiPs of their heads to their boots ~the ones with wounded
hcads and arms hcchd thc lamc ones and s$o on — scvcral gasscd cases were brought on strctchcrs —~too
ill to walk. | have a section of [ ast CamP with 96 beds init and there are four sections and besides two
big tents with 28 beds in each ~ most of these men in the [ ast CamP were notvery bad out of my 96 only
24 were bed cases ~ the others all scrambled along to the drcssing tent next morning to be dressed ~ My
medical officer and | and two orderies did the lotin41,72 hours going hard all the time. Although the news
is good we have had many hcavy casualties. Some of the men told us their regiments were terriblg cut up.

Ore 5crgcant with a Fracturcdjaw has the D.C.M - his Capt was killed his Subaltern wounded and

he led his men on and chased a lot of (Germans out of.......

Monday ~ Monday 27 Scptcmber 1915

London buses — Double decker London buses were used to transport trooPs to France and stayed to transport injured
soldiers

(Gassed- Chlorine gas was first used b}j the (Germans at Ypres in APril 1915. Subsequent gases used were Mustard gas,
Bromine and Fhosgene gases.

Dressing tent- Where field dressings were aPplied. Banclages.

Medical officer- Doctor

Orderlies — Attendants in a l’xospital responsib[e for non-medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and cleanliness
SCrgeant — A senior non ~commissioned officer

D.CM - Distinguished Conduct Medal -

Capt - CaPtain in the Pritish army.

Subaltern — Officer in the Pritish army below the rank of Captain. Probably a Second icutenant.

(Germans - (German soldiers
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“«Some will lose arms and |cgs but here wc_just put one clrcssing on

and thcn thcg are evacuated?”

Diary page 76

..... there then went back for reinforcements and got wounded on the way going for them - his Col. said he
would be recommended for the DCM . 5omc ghastly 5I1raPncl wounds amongst them —~ some will losc
arms and legs but here wejust put one drcssing on and then they are evacuated ~ this hosPital has been
turned into a }'nugc Casualtg Clcaring Station. | he old monks have turned out of their cells and taken
several statues of the virgin and different saints away — the chapcl as yet is untouched but it may not
remain so. |_ast evening several big AS carts brought hay here for the orderlies to slccP on and their
blankets have been taken for the men, We'll be able to take in about 1700 patients by the end of the
week. We did not get into bed tll 1 oclock Monday morning, and were up again at 5. 13.10.15
(chncsclay) Jtisa good long time since | last wrote in this book. A}thr we evacuated , ] was put in the
theatre as [ dith had mercurial Poisoning and her hands were in a very bad state. | have another staff
nurse to hclP me. Wc have cvcrgthing duPlicatcd so that two surgeons may oPcratc at the same time. A
great many new sisters arrived for c!utg after our rush was over . Amongst the number four Canadians

who are very gooc] fun Thcg fox trot and sing all the latest rags.....

Col. = Colonel an officer in the Pritish army. I nd of the week - Frobablg Saturdag 2 October 1915
D.CM - Distinguished Conduct Medal i o’clock — 1am in the morning

S}Wapnel — Fragments of a bomb, shell or other ol)ject Monday — Frobablg Mondag 27 September 1915
thrown out }33 an cxplosion 5~ 5amin the morning

Casua[tg Clearing Station - Where wounds were first 1%.10.15 — Wednesc{ay i3 October 1915

assessed before the injured being transported to the [ ong time — T wo weeks

aPProPriate treatment hospita!s. I~ dith — [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Ballarat
Cells - \/er3 small Iiving areas like “Prison cells” Hospital and depar’ced with Priscilla on the Orontes. Best
\/irgin - Tlﬂe \/irgin Mar5 the mother olc\)esus friend

Saints -~ Catholic Church Saints are People who have Mercurial poisoning ~ Presume Mcrcury poisoning
made it into heaven after their death tl’lrough their saintlg Staff nurse ~ A nurse immec{iatelg below Sister level.
deeds while on earth. Canadians - Feople from Canada in North America.
Clﬂapel -A Place of Christian worship. Genera”3 not a Foxtrot — A smooth dance characterised bﬂ !ong

church but a smaller more Privatc Place of worshiP continuous xqowing movements on the dance floor. Jtis

AS carts — Armg Supply carts, Two wheeled often danced to bfg band music.

drawn bﬂ horses. Rags -« Ragtimc” may come from “raggcc{ or sgchopatecl

Ordcr]ics - Attendants ina hospital responsiblc for non- rhgthm” —a “rag” in % time is a ragtime waltz
medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and

cleanliness
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« Coming home | saw a pretty sight an old Sthhcrd with a flock and a crook stick”

Diary page 77

....Tl'leg have all sorts of concessions made to them for instance thcy went out motoring. 23-10~15
(Saturday) Well these (Canadians are used to motoring and ric]ing ~ tennis etc. |n Boulognc tT'ch have
their riding habits and the officers lend them horses and thcy have a rattling goocl time. [Heriot went to
Ca]ais today for gooc! “struck off the strength? accorcling]y. Littlc 5crg,t, Jenkins came back to this
hosPitaI with c]iphthcria the night before last. He was a Paticnt of mine about a month ago — he went out
and was in the trenches and then got diP]ﬁt]ﬁcn’a and he was as Pleasecl as Punch toget back again. [ dith
is going on nigl'rt clutg. [ might unknown? about the last one now to go on ~ | wish | could go on with her
We had a party last night - Champagnc , pate de foie grass sandwiches ~ Miss Lord]y’s? shout. Went
for a walk last Sunday aftermoon to the ]:lying Ground to see the two caPturcd Gcrman acroPlancs.
Onc was smashed all cxccPt the cngincs and the other had on[y a few wounds on the P[ancs - thcy both
had the Gcrman cross on them and were Frcslnlg Paintcd out and had signs Paintcd on them. chcral
officers spokc to us amongst the numbers? some who had been here for afternoon tea. Coming home ]
saw a pretty sight an old Shcphcrd with a flock and a crook stick minding his shccP on the hillside ~ it
looked like an old Picturc of Jerusalem one might see. |'m sure the “Angclus” was Paintcd with the church
of Arclucs in the backgrouncl and the Figurcs in the fields near bg us here.

2%5-10-1915~ Saturdag 2% October
1915

(Canadians - Feoplc from Car\ada in
North America.

Bou[ognc - Townon Frenclﬂ coast.
DeParturc Point for irjurcc{ soldiers.
52kms west from Saint Omcr

Heriot - Katie Rae Heriot - On
Orontes - Signature on page 100
Ca[ais -A coastal town of Frar\cc
451 kilometres NW of Saint Omer.
Srgr\t - SCrgcant

Jenkins ~ Not identified

Dip]‘]theria ~-A contagjous discase
SPrcad bg an infected person coughing,
sneezing or their open wounds. (Can be
Prcvented bg vaccination.

Trenches - Mi[itary trenches where
troops are Protectecl from rifle fire and
arti”erg fire }39 the enemy. OFten the
front line.

[ dith -~ [ dith Victoria Donaldson -
T rained at Pallarat Hospita] and

January 2020

c{ePartcc{ with Frisci”a on the Orontes.
Best friend

| ast night - Fridag 22 October 1915
Cl’wampagne ~-A sparuing wine made in
the region of Champagne in [ rance.
Fatc de foie grass sandwiches — Fatc a
paste, pic or loaf made from grounc{
different meats or fish and with wine or
brandy (often Cognac or Armagr\ac)
Foie Gras Pate made from the liver of a
duck or goose. Sandwiches Picccs of
bread with the Fatc between on oron
top

Last Sundag ~ ~5unc|ag 17 Octobcr
1915

Miss Lorc”g’s ~ Canadian nurse

I dwina Ratcliff Lorc”g signature on
Diarg page 100.

F!Hing Ground - Flﬂing Scl’yoo[.
Airfield . S5t Omer racecourse. 400 to
800 metres away from the l’lospital.
German Cross — T}-rc “Iron Cross” a

militarg decoration from the Kingclom of

Frussia symbo[ica”g Paintcd on
(German aircraft.

5!’16{3!’161‘& - A sEccPhcrder who tends
and rears shccp

leock — Agroup of animals. Shcep.
Crook stick = A sEcphcrc{s crook. A
long sturdg stick with a hook at one end
used to manage and Protcct sl"neePA
Jcrusalcm -A l’"ioly Cit3 in the middle
cast where often shephcrds were
kccping watch over their flocks.
“Angclus” - Or L’Angc[us an oil
Paintir\g }35 Frenchman Jcan~fzrar\cois
Millet. Two peasants in a field with
shecp and a church sPirc in the
backgroun&

Arques -~ A commune/town in
northern France 4.5 kilometres south
cast from Saint Omer.

f:igures in the fields — | ike the ?igurcs
in the fields in the “Angelus”
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“| had lunch with the Quccn”

Diary page 78

|am trying to edita magazine about things and Pcoplc but the trouble is about getting it Pn’nted. Octobcr
3 st (Sunday) |had a glorious c!ag on Friday ~went to [Jardelot with Marsh as she has a week’s holidag
at I_ady th:ord’s home there. TI’]C Col, lent us his car and it was a clear dag altho’ very cold ~ the woods
were beautiful ~ all russet coloured leaves thcy’rc quite unlike Australian woods — we Passccl thro’
numerous vi”agcs all quant and pretty. The roads are very bad in Placcs and we Passccl hundreds of
AéC, wagons. |t must have been marlceting dag for we met crowds of women clriving covered carts —
thcg all had white horses too for all the dark ones are at the war. Ncarly all wore black wooucn hoods too
and thcg have awfully gooc] complcxionsjust like rosy? aPPlcs. [Hardelot is in a Pinc wood and onlg about
112 mile from the sea. ]t is one of the Duchcss of Argylc’s homcs and the late Dukc was very fond of |1i5
home in [France and had a private CI’]&PC[ in the grounds. T he sand dunes were lovcly and here and there
a stray Pinc tree and bushes of coral ank berries without leaves. T he house was white and gablcc] and

had stone terraces down to the drive. We arrivcdjust in time for lunch and the Quccn of Fortugal was

staying in the house with Ladg Gifford and so | had funch with a Quccn. Shc is very big and tall......

October 1%t~ Sunday 31 October 1915

f:riclag - ]:riclag 29 October 1915

Hardelot - Ficturesque coastal town of [Trance 66 kilometres
WSW of St Omer.

Marsh - Frobab]g Eng!ish nurse Violet Mag Marsh who's
signature V.-M-Marsh is on Diary page 100

Ladg Gifford's - Ladg Sophia Catherine Giifford (nee
Street) Conva]escent Home at [Hardelot in [France of which
she was matron. Thc Propertg was owned and loaned bg the
Duchess of Arggle the Princess | ouisa and is also called the
Princess | ouise’s Convalescent [Jome for Nursing Sisters
Col.=Colonel

A[tlﬁo. — Aitlﬁough

Woods - [Forest. Countrgsidc.

Russet coloured leaves ~

T]‘]ro’~ Tl—:rougl‘v

Qpant — Frobab]g “quaint” Attractivc]g unusual or old
fashioned

ASC- Armg Supplg Core wagons which are four wheeled
and either animal drawn or motorised.

Covcrecl carts — (/lsuang two wheeled and drawn bg an animal or

humans in this case white horses.

January 2020

Black woollen hoods — Frobablg a woollen knitted cape with a
hood. Current!y a hoodie.

Complexions - the natural co!our, texture and appearance of
the skin espccia”y on the face

Kosg apples - Red app]es

Pine wood — [Forrest or woods made up of Fine trees

Duchess of Argg[e’s — [ ouisa Caroline Alberta the sixth child
and fourth claughter of Queen Victoria

Duke - Duke OF Argyle, John, George, F dward, Henry,
Doug[as} Sutherlanc{ Campbe” the 9&‘ Duke of Arggle 1845 —
1914

France - Countrg inwestern Europe with Faris as it’s caPital
city.

Chapel -A P]ace of Christian worship. Genera”g not a church
but a smaller more private placc of worshiP

Coral Pink ~A reddish or Pinkish shade of orange. Named after
the sea animal also called corals

Gablec‘ - A roof with a triaﬂgular often steep roof ProFi[e
Stone terraces — ]:]at raised areas often stepped. F[at}corm like
Qg;cen of For‘tugal - Qpcen Maria Amclia the last Quecn of
For‘tugal. A quali\cicd nurse who was born and raised in [Trance.
I xiled from For‘tugal in 1908 and lived in [Trance for the

remainder of her life.
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rri:‘)d”a Wardle Dia ry Tmranscription

« | did feel like Laclg Muck motoring home”

Diary page 79

.. and had a black skirt and white blouse and wore a violet silk gol]c coat. Ladg Gifford is also tall and
wore a lovc]g shade omcgrcy uniform and Plain grey cape Jike ours onlg without the red and white cap. She
had the South African colours also the order of St John of Jcrusalcm. [Her sister was sitting next to me
~aMrs Scymour she had the most dclighhcul clogs. Wc had cold roast beef and ham and various salads
ancl mashcd Potatocs hanc‘cc‘ around ina casscrolc. Tl‘lcn battcr Pudding ~the Quccn altl'm’ 5|1c: sPcalcs
awFu"y goocl E_nglisl’r did not understand the difference between a butter and a batter Pudding After
that of course there was cheese and then we went into another room with a delighhcul log fire - Pinc logs
about 18 inches ]ong, where we all stood about drinking coffee and eating biscuits — the Queen then came
over to Marsh and me and talked for a few minutes we called her “ma’am. AFtcr‘warcls two Australians
Marsh and | went out and gathcrcd berries forme to bring home, | did feel like Lady Muck motoring home

in the beautiful closed car with two furlined capes to kccP me warm and crowds Pink berries, after lunching

with Royaltg (altho dcposcd) for the first time.......

Violet - Slightlg bluish toned PurP]e.
51”4 ~ A fabric woven from silk worm
cocoons which has a shimmering
appearance andis very light in wcight.
Golf coat — A short waist ]cngthjacket
Ladg Gifford - Lady Sophia
Catherine Gifford (nee 5trcct>
Conva[csccnt f"‘]omc at rﬂarc{elot in
[rance of which she was matron. T he
property was owned and loaned by the
Duchess of Argy[c the Princess

| ouisa and is also called the Princess
| ouise’s Convalescent [Jome for
Nursir\g Sisters.

South African colours — \Was this the
multicoloured South African \qag Her
husband had been Poss of the British
South African ComPang

The order of St _John of Jerusalem ~
Awardcd to members who have
demonstrated ]oga]tﬁ and service to
humanitarian services in the
organisation for cxamplc to [ooking

after the sick

N~
]
!

~

20

\JZ'HTUZ]Z'(] £

Mrs Seymour~ The Hon Louisa
Mary Seymour (nee Strect) Lady
Giffords sister.

Roast beef — Beef which is roasted or
baked as a main meal

Cassero]e - Ang food that is cooked
and served in the same dish and usua”y
baked.

Butter - Or bread and butter Pudding.
Laycred buttered bread scattered with
raisins in an oven dish then covered with
egg custard mix and baked in the oven
Battcr Pud&ing ~-OrYorkshire
Puc{c{ing made from batter baked in
small baking forms in the oven.

T raditional with Roast dinner.

Qpccn - Qpccn Maria Amelia the last
Quccn of For‘tugal. A qua]hciecl nurse
who was born and raised in [rance.
Exilcd from For‘tuga] in 1908 and lived

in France for the remainder of her life.

Alt}‘xo’ - Althouglﬂ

E_ng]ish ~The ]anguagc sPokcn bg
Peoplc from Eng[anc{ and used
universa”ﬂ

Log fire = An open fire using tree !ogs
as fuel

18 inches ~ 46 centimetres or 460

millimetres.

Marsh - Frobab|3 Englislﬂ nurse
\/iolet May Marsh who's signature
V.M-Marshis on Diarg page 100
Berries - [Truit of atree or bush

Lacly Muck — A woman who thinks she
is very important and should be treated
as SUC}T

Pink berries — Magbc fruit of the
“strawbcrrg tree” or magbe “woodland

strawberries” 7

Roya]ty - Q}Jeen of Fortuga] - deen
Maria Amelia the last Queen of
Fortugal. A quali{:ied nurse who was
born and raised in [France. [ xiled from
Fortugal in 1908 and lived in ["rance for
the remainder of her life.

DePosecl ~Kemovcd from the throne
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“«The Fo“owing is a copy of FOPPy’S last letter”

Diary page 80
..... Dcc. 15,1915, (chncsday) Thc Foﬂowing isa copy of Foppy’s last letter.
Cilla O'mine,

It scemsjust ages since | wrote to tell you | was leaving F_ggPt ~ no wonder rea"y for so
much has haPPcned ~ we were bound for 5alonil<a my dear and got torPcdocd before we got there ~
wasn’t it awful? and 10 of our sisters gone ~ oh Ci“a dear it was the most awful cxpcricncc ~there was a
muddle with the life boats. ]:orl:unatclg we all had had life belt drill so the minute we were struck, donned
them and took our Piaccs without a word and with very white faces. | think most of us girls were reallg put
into boats but we were no soonerin than we were in the sea and the hugc transport aPPcarccl to be coming
riglnt on toP of us and then we were miraculous|3 washed right aft Past the very end of the boat and almost
clear of her ~ that was a miracle, although for a brief minute | did go down and touch the very bottom of
the sea, due to the strong suction but to my amazement found mysc]mc up again and seizing a Piccc of
wrcckagc. Then the great big ship we felt so Prouc] to be onjust sliPPcd down into the sea head first

without a sound or cxpiosion thanks be ~ and we were scattered cvcrgwhcrc ~ Fortunatclg ] was able to

Dec #1915 Wednesday 1 December 1915

Foppg - NZ Nurse [ dith (FOPP\lj) Fopplewe”

Cilla O'mine - | ndearment, Foppy and Priscilla may have been like sisters. Foppg and her mother were very close to the
Woardle Famib‘ Foppg’s mother lived in Ba”arat.

Eg\szt - Countrg Iinking Africa with the Middle | ast. Home of the Pharaohs , the Nile and the Fgramic{s.

Salonika — or Thessaloniki a (Greek port city on the T hermaic Gulf of the Aegean Sea.

TorPec{oed — Struck by an exPIosive torPcclo from a (German submarine or U- boat (underwater boat) in this instance U-
35. The Marquette was considered Fairgame as it carried troops and ammunitions. |t should not have carried nurses.
Gone - Dead

Cilla- Endearing nick name for Priscilla

Muddle — Mix up

| ife boats — Small boats carried bg ships so passengers can leave a sinking ship

Tl’le huge transport - Tl’lé 5 5 Marquette 7,057 tons

Aft - T owards the back or stern of a ship

\/crg bottom of the sea ~ Tl’;e sea bed

Suction —~ | he Proc{uction of a Par’cial vacuum above a ship as it sinks which sucks in and down any Pcople or wrcckagc
\/\/reckage —~ Remains of something that has been bac”g c{amagcd or clestrogcc{

(areat big ship ~TheS. 5. Marquette 7,057 tons

Chum ~riend or best friend — in this case NZ. Nurse | orna Rat’cray

Terrified - \/erg very scared
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« And when | orna got very bad she hclpcd me hold her and then my little Pal died Cilla”

Diary page 81

Wc had been such chums Cilla s like you to your [ dith, had shared rooms, beds even at times! and done
absolutcly cvcrything togctl']cr ever since we left Wcllington - Ijust loved her and she chcndcd on me
somehow and I am so thankful I was able to kccP her with me that awful clag ~ the sea was Fair]y rougl'r and
bittcrlg cold and it all looked oh so hoPcless dear ~ | never dreamt of bcing rescued ~ that was too remote
~and all my time was then taken up with Lorna and ] harc“y thought of another thing for she was so ill and
%) Friglﬁtencd and got weaker and weaker and | Fina”g had to hold her on to the Piccc of board 4 of us
were clinging to — another Sister and a R. & A boy who Finallg went off on his own and we 3 girls were
left. The other sisteris a poor sort of a creature and | had to bu”g her too a bit but she was vomiting hard,
poor bcggar, and when | _orna got very bad she hclpccl me hold her and then my fittle Pal died Cilla - oh
dear, it was so bad | held up herface with one hand while she died and tried to kccp her with me afterwards
but 5imPly could not — | was getting done myscH: and had to let her go and now | can always see her little
grey body ﬁoating away from me, ]just thought | would be the next and wished it would all hurry up and
end and the sister and | climbed up on the board (it was about 2 the size of a door) and lay flat.....

Cl’\ums - Friend or best friend — in this case NZ Nurse Frightenec’ - ‘\/erg scared

| orna Rattrag Clinging— Hanging onto

Ci”a ~ Nick name for Frisci”a Sister - New 7 ealand Nurse Marg Walker

I dith - [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Ballarat Re& A - Rogal Field Arti”erg

Hospita] and dCPaYTCd with Priscilla on the Orontes. Best Bu”g ~sea threat, abuse, act aggrcssive!g towards,
friend intimidate.

We”ington ~ Townonthe southisland of New /caland \/omiting - Forcc?u”g }Jring up contents from the stomach
Bitterlg - \/cry cold, Agonizinglg cold, Fainfu”g cold. and out of the mouth.

Rescued —~ Save from a dangcrous situation Foor }Jeggar - Poor unfortunate person, hard done bg‘
Remote ~ Unlikelg to haPPCn‘ A long way off. Died - StoPPed living. & breathing. Fassed away.
LLorna ~ New Zealand Nurse | orna Rattrag Done - Getting weaker and tired.

Fal-riend or best friend ~ in this case NZ Nurse Grrey ~ Nurses uniforms were predominantly the colour
Loma Rattrag grey.

l” - SiCk cht - Next to die and float away
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« | would not mind angthing a scrap Ci“a if only we were all there - Fancg 10 Sisters

gonc”

Diary page 82

..... front down on it and let the waves do as tl'lcy liked with us ~ and then we saw smoke in the distance |
knew a sBiP had come ~ it was a Pritish mincswccPcr and it had sent out a lifeboat which Pickcc] us up ~
gooclness how gooc] those men were to us — thcy were simPlg beside themselves with Pity for us and
undressed us and rolled us in hot blankets and gave us hot brandy ~itwas 5 o'clock Friscilla then we had
been in the sea since 9 a.m! So you can imagijne what we felt like or rather that we did notfeel at all! | knew
notl’u’ng more till about Ip-m. and atabout 11 we putonour dried and awful Iooking clothes and were taken
onto a Hospita] 5hip in Salonika [Harbour. | think that is cnougln about it all dont you? ] would not mind
anything a scrap Ci"a if onlg we were all here - {:ancy 10 5istcrs gone. ] have been too miserable for
angthing since ~ We were all returned to Alcx Matron is c]angcrouslg ill -~ | don’t think she will live todag
another Sister is also very ill ~ the rest of us are very well indeed ~ even the bruises are about gone and
we have 5toPPcd wccPing! And of course want to go back and see the thing tlnrough now ~40 of our N.Z.
bogs went too ~ ] think but am not sure of the exact number ~Thcg were most K.omc A bogs who went but
| believe onlg 160 aitogcthcr surPrisinglg few......

British — From (Great Pritain Salonika Harbour -~ T he harbour at T hessaloniki a
Minesweeper — A minesweeper sweeps the ocean and Gireek port city on the T hermaic Gulf of the Aegean
removes (detonates) mines so other shiPs are not sunk. |n Sea.

this case Poppy was rescued by FIMS [ ynn. | would not mind a scrap- | would not mind one litle bit
Lhteboat — Sma” boats carried }39 sl'uips 50 passengers Ci”a - Frisci”a

canleave a sinking sl’rip 10 Sisters gone —~ T en New Zealand nurses had died
[Hot brancly - A “hot toclcly” a mix of sPirit/alcoho[ Alex — Abbreviation of the town name Alexandria a port
(brancl\zj) hot water and honeg. city on the Mediterranecan Seain Eggpt

5 o'clock - 5pm in the evening. [ ight hours in the bitterly Matron — Wagga Wagga born nurse who worked in New
cold sea. Zealand Matron Marie Camcron who was seriou519

9am — 9 amin the morning when thcg entered the sea. irjured and would die years later from her injurics‘

Ipm -~ Assume Foppg slept forfour hours Il - Sick and/or injurec{

11 ~11pmat night‘ Six hours from when tl’;eg were Sister- New 7 ealand nurse

rescued and fourteen hours after the Marquctte sank. 40~ |nfactitwas 22. 19 New /ecaland male Medical
Hospita! 5hip — Thc Grantu”9 Castlc a ship that treats Corps staff (orclcr!ics) and 3 New anland soldiers.

and transports wounded soldiers to land based lﬂospitals‘ NZ - Solcliers from New Zealancl

|t was staffed }33 an English Matron and Australian Went too ~ Died

nurses who shared their wardrobes with the survivors Rof A~ Rogal [Field Arti”@y

160 - T he actual number who died (lost) was 169 of 714

Passengers‘
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“« Poor FOPP}J ~] did feel tcrriblg upset when | read that letter”

Diary page 8%

consiclcring how quicuy it all haPPcncc! itz was all over in 7~12 minutes from the time we got it lecg
“boarded” us on our return and have refused to think of scnding some of us back for the Prcscnt - I am
one of those ~am to stag here for a month at least ~ but am rea"y very well indeed. Wc are getting our
equiPmcntl it is a terrible job and a terrible gap too to have absolutclg none of your treasures or
necessities — don’t Forgct I haven't a Pl‘IOtO of anyone Cilla mine and send me yours quickly like a dear will
you? | know one’s Personai effects are the least loss butitis imPossiblc notto grieve a bit for some sunken
treasures don’t you think so? | miss my chum so drcadlcuuy and another girl whom | liked ever so much has
gone too, I'm afraid | feel rather like a tin soldier Cilla

Write soon - much love dear
(Dated Nov. 4th) FOPPy

Foor Foppy - ] did feel tcrriblg uPsct when ] read that letter — there are many brave women as well as men
in this war. | read in < he nursing mirror” that when the women were bcing put in the life boats -thcg said
“save the Fighting men first?. Thinking of this has given me the blues for [atc[g | feelasif | could die without

a 5inglc regret. Things are so tcrriblg chrcssing out here now....en.....

Boarclccl ~Putus up in accommodation. Frobablg tents in
Alexandria.

Equipment - Nursing equipmcnt, thermometers,
stet)’roscopc etc.

Cilla mine - | ndearment, Foppy and Priscilla may have
been like sisters.

Cl’\um ~Triend or best friend — in this case New /ealand
Nursc Lorna Kattrag

Tin soldier - Often made of lead. Feeling weighed down
Cilla-Friscilla

Datecl Nov 4th _ Dated Thursdag 4 November

191 5.The Marquctte was torpedoed on Saturdag 2%

January 2020

October 1915. |t took about a month for the letter to
reach Priscilla.

Foppg - New Z ecaland Nurse I dith (Foppg> Fopplewe”
The Nursing Mirror — A magazine for and read by
nurses.

| ife- boats - Small boats carried by ships so passengers
canleave a sinking ship

Blues - Fceling &epresscd or sad

DePrcssing~ uPsetting, heart- broken, dispirited, heart
rending.
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“ Miss Shearerand | went forawalk to Arqucs and saw the wonderful canal lift working”

Diary page 84

~Amon niglﬁt dutg for the first time tonight in the DiPtlwcria ward with 30 Patients. Jtis a I’lowling nig]wt ~
the wind coming in every direction but the rigl'lt one and driving the smoke down the chimncys. A German
taube Passcc] overhead toclag and our anti aircraft PcoP]c fired a few shots at it but as usual it was too
high ~ rumours are abroad that this P]acc is going to be shut down and all of us are going to the [ ast. |t
would be rather nice to winter in E_gyPt or the Mediterranean - as the cold here is intense ~ cvcrything
was iced overfora couPlc of dags this week. Our billets on night clutg are a little distance away from the
hosPitaI in a [ rench house ~ thcy are comParativcly quict but the great disadvantagc will be coming and
going to them in bad weather.

8.12.15 (chncsday) This morning Miss Shearer and | wentforawalk to Arqucs and saw the wonderful
canal lift working. After getting Pcrmission from the French the Corpora] took us on the bargc as it went
into the lift and then the big iron shutters closed and we were slowly elevated to a hcight of 65 ft. Jt took
8 minutes altogcthcr to get to the highcr water on the other side of the lift. A wcight of 500 tons can be
taken up and it is about 250ft long and 20ft wide and has a draught of éft. |t was built in 1 887 and was

made in Paris but | heard...........

Night duty ~ Working throughout the night

Diptheria - Correctlg dipl’xtheria A\ serious infection of
the nose and throat. Spreacl }33 coughing, sneezing or
open wounds. | reatment includes antibiotics and
Diphtheria anti-toxin. Preventable bﬁ vaccine.

Howling night - \/crg strong wind

(German | aube — T he first monoplane in the world to be
mass Proclucec] in Germany for militarg purposes.

Anti -aircraft — Soldiers who man and shoot the anti -
aircraft cannons

This Placc ~No 7 General Hospital in St Omer. T hese
hospita[s can retain their numbers but be moved to other

sites or towns.

Eggpt - Country Iinking Africa with the Midc“c [~ ast.
[Home of the Pharaohs , the Nile and the Fﬁramids.
Mediterranean —~

Bi”ct& Civilian house where soldiers are [odgcc{
French - The Pcople orthe languagc of [France.
8.12.15 —~ WCC{HCSda\lj 8 Dcccmbcr 1915

Miss Skearer — Not identified

Arques — A town 4.5 kilometres south east of Saint

Omcr‘

January 2020

Canal Lift - The [Fontinettes Poat | ift is the only one
in France and lifts boats and barges between two water
levels on a waterwag or canal. The only still woricing model
isin Englanc{.

French - Bornin orfrom [Trance.

CorPoral ~A non ~commissioned officerin the army.
Barge - A flat bottomed boat main!g for river and canal
transport tl’rey may have their own power or be Pu”ec{ bg
animals or even humans.

| ift - See canal lift

Slﬁuttcrs - \/erg Iargc rubber sealed doors at both ends
of a Iarge box which could hold the barges. The lift had
two boxes. To lift boats and barges up and down.

65th -~ 20 metres

500 tons —45%,592 kilograms

250ft ~ 76 metres

20ft — 6 metres

6ft — 1.8 metres

Faris - The Capital city of [France. [Has the E_hcxccl

T ower.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

«| ast Sunc]ag we witnessed Sir Jo}m French’s farewell to his troops”

Diary page 85

..... that it was to the clcsign of a British engineer. [However it is the biggcst thing of this kind in the world
and there are very few of them angwhcrc. The CPI said there were only two or three in E_ngland. When
we got up to the toP level then we clambered into another bargc and came down again - altogcthcra most
interesting Proccccling E_dith has a night in bed on account of her cold. T. 100.2 and Miss [Fincham has
her orders and leaves tomorrow afternoon for Vcrsaillcs. Oh before ] Forgct ] must add that the big
objectivc that the (Germans have for this Par'l:icular area in which we Iive, besides Sir JO[*H‘I French seems
to be this marvellous canal lift. They have tried to clroP bombs on it many times without success . OF
course it is well guarc]cc] and the French are most Particu]ar not to let strangers on it. Fad it not been for
our uniforms we never should have been allowed. As for the 5Pccial part of it the 250ft ~ not even the
R.E. officers are Pcrmittcd to walk on it.

23.12.15 Crhursc]ag) Havcjust had a letter from Florcncc Vincs which was addressed to no 3 Gcncra[
and it therefore has been travc”ing about France for me ~in it she says she may not go for afew weeks —

if so | can’t understand whg she did not write again. |_ast Sunday we witnessed Sir John French’s

farewell to his troops from our billet.....

British Engincer~ | dwin Clark

CP! - Corporal A non -commissioned officer in the army.

Englanc{ ~-A country which is a part of Pritain. | ondon
is the capital city. One liftis still working at Anderton in
2018

I~ dith — [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Pallarat

Tﬂospita] and cIePartec{ with Priscilla on the Orontcs. Best
friend

T.- Tcmperature in this case “ [ dith’s bocl9
temperature”

100.2 — Boclg temperature is norma”g 87.%5

Miss Fincham — Nurse |sobel | dith [Fincham from the
Orontes

Versailles - A city 27 kms south west of Paris famous for
a Palace and gardcns.

Sir John rench - Earl of Yprcs —~ Commander of the
British [Home Force a target for the (Germans

Canallift = T he Fontinettes Poat |_ift in Arques the

on]y one in | rance lifts boats and barges between two

January 2020

water levels on a waterwag or canal. | he only working
model current13 is in Englanc].

Bombs ~E><Plosive weapon that uses an exp[osive
material to Provic{e an extreme and violent release of
energy.

French-The People or the language of [rance.
250ft — 76 metres

RI - Kogal Engincers

25.12.15 ~ | hursday 23 December 1915

Florencc ~ Nurse and Family friend Florence (Tobg)
Vines

No 3 Genera[ — May have been confused with No 3
Australian (General Hospita! at Abbeville.

[France - Country inwestern Europc with Paris as a
capita| city.

[Last Sunday ~ Sunday 19 December 1915

Billet - Civilian house where soldiers are ]oc{ged
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“The (Germans used gas but FortUnatcly it Provcd a failure this time”

Diary page 86

..... we were unclrcssing for bed at 11 o’clock and hear such chccn'ng that we ran outside thinking surcly
peace had been Proclaimcd. Across the fields on the Arqucs road we saw lined up thousands of troops
in a double row and between them two cars Passcd containingﬁir John and 5ta1CF officers . Next c!ay we
had his farewell message in “5Pccia] order of the clag” we were all wet cged when the chccring hadfinished
~ it did stir one’s blood to hear it from so many ]ustg throats. | he channel is blocked again and no papers
nor mails through todag ~ it is bad luck so near C]ﬁristmas too. Miss Cummins told me that some of our
mail from Aust. too has been burnt ~ a fire broke out near Adclaidc and burnt some of the mail bags.
Since | last wrote in you, old book, there have been some changcs ~ E dith and Miss Wilson have both
gone to the base No 14 GGeneral. [ dith has Plcun‘sy and Wilson Pncumonia and she hasn’t had her crisis
yet andis very very bad and on the 5]’7 fist. Both were on nigl'ﬂ: cluty in the billet before we had stoves in
our bedrooms and thcg were Frighhcullg c]amP. ] sat on the window lcdgc last 5undag night and watched
the lights on the battle field away in the distance ~ star shells we saw bursting very distinctlg and the guns
were terrible. The Germans used gas but {:ortunatcig it Provcc] a failure this time. m afraid Gcorgc

Bury....

Arques — A town 4.5 kilometres south cast of Saint
Omer.

Troops ~50|c{iers

Sir John - Sir John French [ ar of Yprcs -
Commanc{er of the British Home Force

Staff officers — Officers who work for a (Commander or
in the fﬂeadquarters.

[usty ~ Strong, full of vigour, energetic, hearty
Channel = The English Channel the seaway between
Eng!anc{ and [France. Closed due to submarine c{angcr.
(Christmas — An annual festival commemorating the birth
of Jesus Christ

Miss Cummins —~ Nurse Margaret Cumming from the
Orontcs

Aust. — Australia

Adelaide ~ T he capital city of the state of South
Australia in Australia

I dith — [ dith Victoria Donaldson - T rained at Pallarat
Hospital and departed with [riscilla on the Orontes. Pest
friend

Miss \Nilson — Nurse Myﬁlc Elizabcth Wilson from the
Orontes

January 2020

No 14 (General = No 14 Britisl‘n General Hospital in
Wimereux near Bou]ogne

Fleurisy ~ |nflammation of the tissues that line the Iungs
and chest cavity

Prneumonia - |nfection that inflames air sacs in one or both
Iungs which may fill with Huid

S~ Seriouslg ]njurcd?

Billet = Civilian house where soldiers are lodgecl
Stoves - [T nclosed sPace/box where fuel is burned to
heat a room

Damp - Thc presence of unwanted water

Battlefield - A Piece oucgrounc{ on which a battle is or
was Fougl’xt

Star shells = A type of ammunition shell that bursts to
release a shower of stars i”uminating enemy Positions
The guns were terrible — Thc noise from the arti”cry
(Germans — Fcople from or born in Germany. Thc

German armg‘

(Gas - Main Poison gases used in WW)| are Fhosgcnc
and Mustarc{ Gas

Georgc Burg~ Doctor Georgc C}wac{wc” Burg
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« Cried till | was sick when | read of the withdrawal of our troops from Gallipolf”

Diary page 87

..... has been in this engagement as he is over in that direction near Fopcringlwc. We have been making
coloured paper |amP shades for the electric |ig|1ts in the wards and have big bunches of mistlctoc hung up
and l’ro”g etc. Some of the Sisters are giving each Paticnt a present but | can’t do that as | have 62 now
-1e) amjust getting together a Parccl of goocl things to eat or them, | here is an |ndian Prince over in the
officers section he has his servant always with him and not anyone at all but the M.QO.is allowed in his tent
~the Sisters do not gonearat all. his 5ecretar3 and Servants pass our billet every morning and we often
see them but so far ] haven’t seen the Frincc.

24.12.15 (]:riclay) | am Fccling very sick over the news in the papers tonight ~ cried till | was sick when |
read of the withdrawal of our troops from Gaﬂipo]i - how cruel it all is ~ to have left them there so long
after thcg knew it was futile ~ it is all too tragic and | feel like murc]cring the men who were rcsPonsiblc for
the blunders of the Dardenelles. T o think of the hundreds of graves out in that Ionc]y Peninsula, given
for nothing. The Pity of itt What is the next mistake | wonder the E_nglish will make. Qur mails haven’t
come through yet and we heard from the CP] who went down to Boulognc 3cstcrday in the ambulance
that a submarine has sunk 3 small British ships this week in the channel. Poor old Wilson is worse —

3cstcrclag thcy thought shc was......

E_ngagement - Batt]c

FoPeringlﬁe ~-A municipalit3 located in Belgium Province
of West Flanclers 44kms NE_ of saint Omer and near
Yprcs

Mistletoe — A P[ant which attaches to a host tree or
shrub. We kiss under the Mistletoc because [egend says
Frigg Promised a kiss to all who Passec{ beneath it.

Ho”g - Frobably common !’10”9 5Pil<ec{ dark green leaves
with red berries. At Christmas the sharP leaves are said

to sgmbolize Christ’s crown of thorns and its red berries

the blood he shed.

Sisters — Nurses

62 — Number of patients

|ndian Prince - Maybc Bhupinder Singh of Patiala
Servant - A person who Per‘Forms duties for others
M.O. -~ Medical Officer { Doctor)

Secretarg ~ An administrative ProFessional or persona
assistant.

Billet - Civilian house where soldiers are loclgec[
24.12.15 — f:ric{ay 24 Dcccmbcr 1915. Christmas eve.

January 2020

Ga”ipoli - See Dardanelles

Darc{ane”es - Battle of the Dardane”es also Ga”ipoli
}33 which this battle became known in Australia.
(ommenced 25 APril 1915. Australia had aPProximate|9
8000 soldiers killed and 18,000 soldiers injurec] at
Gallipoli

Peninsula = T he Ga”ipo[i Peninsula site of Anzac Cove,
Lone Fine and the battle of the Darclane”es‘

English - FeoP|e born or from England. In this case the
E_nglish in cl‘uarge of the war.

C/Pl - Corporal A non -commissioned officer in the
army.

Boulogne ~ Town on [French coast. Departure point for
mJ’ured soldiers. 52kms (44mins) west from Saint Omer
Pritish — umted Kingclom made up of Eng|and,
Scotlancl, Wales and Nor‘tl’rem Irelanc{‘

Channel = The English Channcl the scaway between
England and [Trance.

Wilson - Nurse Mgrtle Elizabcth Wilson from the
Orontes
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“«The irony of Christmas this year and peace on carth good will towards men!”

Diary page 88

~going to die and sent for her relation in Scotiancl. } could give up cvcrything tonight ~The irony of
Christmas this year and « peace on earth good will towards men!? Yet we are going around the hospital
on Christmas morning singing Carols. ( added note 171716 : didnt sing Carols after all. F-W.)
E_vcrything is being made as nice as Possible forthe Paticnts ~ the sisters on clay clutg have brought their
cakcs, bon bons, meat Pastc etc and l have got muscatc]s, a]monds and dates for them. Matron has several
sacks Fu“ of Presents from the Ked Cross. In avery Prettg bluey grey unknown? glazcd vase with a slender
neck | have two small sprays of E_ucalyPtus inflower and bud. Miss Watkins bougl’\t itformein boulognc
3cstcrc]ag. Mortg? sent me a mince Pic tonight to eat before Xmas as it is 5uPPoscd to bn'ng good Juck.
1.1.16 (5aturclay) Mag the new 3carju5t 48 minutes old bring us better times than the last one did. At
supper we had liqucrs and drank the health of “Thc King” “the ones we love best” ‘the men at the front”
“the sick and wounded” etc etc Some of the M.O.’s came down andjoincd in with us ~ then same day -
Sisters also came down with more liqucrs and shortbread and so it was quitcjo”y. Well the Xmas was the
most miserable it was Possib[c to have ~ poor old Wilson died on the Tl'rursclag night before Christmas
at 7.§OP.m. Shc was conscious to the last and 5Pol<c of us all and told Edith to say gooclbyc to us. 5hc

and E dith took communion two dags before she died...................

Scotland - (United Kiﬂgdom most
nortl"ncr]y country (British)

Christmas — An annual festival
commemorating the birth oxCJesus
Christ

Carols - [Testive songs gcnera”g
rc]igious with Christmas themes.
Traditiona”g sung at Christmas
Added note 1/1,/16 - Frisci”a entered
an addition on Saturdag i Januarg
1916

FW - Frisci”a Ward]e

Bonbons — A sweet or small
confection. A chocolate coated bun
also sweets, hard canclg, choco!ates,
]o”iPoPS etc.

Meat Paste - A Pastc made from bcmc,
liver Pork, turkeg ete. Called pate in
French.

Muscate]s — Are small dried muscat

grapcs SCFVC(J Wlth Cl‘ICCSC and brcad.

January 2020

Matron - Acting Frincipal Matron
[Helena T'iartigan RRC

Red Cross ~ Red Cross Parce[s
containing food, hggicnc Products,
cigarettcs, Cl"IOCO[atC, cookies etc.
Glazed - Smooth sl"niny hard coating
Eucalﬂptus — F!owering tree native to
Australia with pungent sap, red or
3c|low flowers as part of “gumnut”.
Miss Watkins — May})e nurse [Jelen
Margaret ng”am Watkins
Bou!ogne —~ T own on [Trench coast.
DcPar‘turc Point for inJured soldiers.
521<ms west from Saint Omcr
Mor‘tg'? - Magbe nurse M M
Morrison working in London

1.1.16 ~ Saturclag i Januarg 1916
New Ycar’s D239

48 minutes — | he time was 12.48am on
New Ycar’s Clag

Xmas - Sl’xor‘t form of Christmas

Liqueurs ~ Alcoholic distilled sPir‘ts.
Gin, Kum, Brandg, Wl’?is‘(E, Voc“<a,
Cointreau, etc.

The King - King George vV
(Georgc, I:reclericl(, Ernest, A[bcrt
Windsor)

M.Os ~ Medical officers (Doctors)
Sisters — Nurses

Wilson -~ Nurse Mgrtlc E_]izabctlw
Wilson from the Orontes

[ dith - [ dith Victoria Donaldson -
T rained at Ba”arat I’iospital and
chartec{ with Frisci”a on the Orontes.
Best friend

Communion - |s the bond uniting
(Christians with each other and with
Jesus. T he [ ucharist or Ho[9
Communion or | ord’s Suppcr is the

sacramental rite.
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“| was amused to see the women carrying alive rabbits bg their ears home from market”

Diary page 89

...she was quitc PrcParcd to go. Thcg gave her a militarg funeral and Miss McCartlwy ~ Matron ~ in ~
Chief, Miss Flctchcr, Matron of the Red Cross, most of the staff from the Australian Voluntarg
HosPital, the matron, some sisters and M.O,’s from noi4 and many officers incluc]ing Frenchmen
followed the hearse to the cemetery outside of boulogne. As the coffin was bcing lowered, the matron
of the Aus. Vol. Hospital, Miss (Greaves KKC scattered a big bunch of wattle blossom on it. We did
not get the te]egram until 11 o’clock the day after she died and she was buried at 2p.m. Poor [ dith must
have suffered intensciy bcing in the bed next to her. | went to see Miss Cheeseman on Xmas dag. She
was most distressed and was home sister and had to attend to the Christmas dinner etc and decorations
for the sisters’ mess and of course she did not at all feel inclined for that. E dith is going to Andelot soon.
Hami]ton is there now and tomorrow from here Miss Owcn and Miss Doylc go. Florence hasn't left
London yet —~ Shc sent me a nice Parccl gcstcrclay - ] do wish I could get across to see her but my leave
seems a very long way off. Went to market on the morning, of Christmas eve — it is held every week on
Saturclags in the Grand Flacc and Flace \/ictor Hugo? A” round the squares women were sc”ing
Proclucc and vcgctab]cs while in the Ccntrc were booths of drapcry. ] was amused to see the women

carrying alive rabbits bg their ears home from market ~ thcy are not wild like ones but when you eat them

you feel as if:you are cating the domestic cat ...........

Miss McCarthg Matron in Chief = Dame
I~ mma Maud McCartl’wy Matron-in -Chief,
British Expcditionarﬂ Force , [rance and
f:landers 1914-1919. Born in Fa&dington,
Sg&ﬂey

Miss F[etcl’wer Matron of the Red Cross —
Austra!ian nurse Nora Kathleen Flctcl’ler
Matron |n Chief of the British and Bclgium
Red Cross and Order of St John nurses in
Francein1915.

Alustralian \/o]untarg Hospita] -~
Establishec] bg La&y Duc”eg at the [Hotel
du C]olr on a cliff overlooking the seain
Wimereux 551<m5 west of St Omcn

M.Ovs - Medical officers ( Doctors)

No 14 - No 14 (General Hospita] in
Wimercux 55 kms west of St Omer.
Frcnchmcn ~Men from or born in [France
Bou[ognc — Town on Frenc}'v coast.
Departure point for injurcd soldiers. 52kms
west from Saint Omcr

Aus. Vol Hospita[ — see Austra|ian
Voluntary [ospital

January 2020

Miss Greaves R R.C. Australian nurse
Matron |da Mary Greaves ( nee Searle)
Wattle blossom— A flower with small green
peta]s and 3e!|ow flowers in dense rounded
colours. An acacia, goidcn wattle. T he
Austra]ian floral emblem. Disp|ays national
colours green and go[d. Symlsol of unity also
remembrance and reflection.

Te|egram ~-A message sent using an
electric device and delivered in written form
particu]arlg for urgent |etters. Nowadays
te]cpl—]oncs are used.

E_({itl'\ - [ dith Victoria DonaHson -~
Trained at Ba”arat Hospita! and c!epartcd
with Frisci”a on the Orontes. Best friend
Miss Chceseman - Nurse Beatrice
Graham Checscman from the Orontes
Xmas — Shor‘tcncc] word for C}"ristmas
Christmas ~An annual festival
commemorating the birth oF\Jcsus Christ

Sistcrs -~ Nurses

Mess — Or mess hall (in this case a 1arge
tent/marquee) where mi!itarg Personne]
socialize and eat.

Anc]e]ot — Andelobblanchevi”e a small
vi”age located in north cast rance 41 2kms
south west of Saint Omer.

r]amilton —~ Nurse E_”en (Ne”ie) Mary
Hamilton from the Orontes

Miss Owen ~ Notidentified

Miss Doylc - Maﬂbe Nurse Este”c M
Doy]e from the Orontes or nurse F]e[en
(Nc”ie) Gracc Dogle

Florence ~ Nurse and Familg friend F[orence
(T oby) Vines photos in album

| ondon - The Capita] cit3 of England
Grand Flace - Thc clegant t cobbled town
square where markets are held also called
Place du Marechal Foch

Flace Victor Hugo~ One block from
Grrand Place above.

Rabbits - Or bunny a small mammal with very

]arge cars and a “cottontail”.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

« Thcg are Palatia[ hotels for the seaside resort and arc_just magnﬂ:iccnt”

Diary page 90

...thcg were sclling evergreens in the square too, mistlctoc, lnollg etc for Xmas decorations.

1%.1.16 (Thursday) chtcrclag | went to Boulognc with 6 C..9.M. cases to noi4 St. Hosp in the
ambulance. Amcl:er leaving the Paticnts | went onto no 14 Gcncrai to see Edith, after she had finished her
lunch | took her for a walk in the vi”age and we met the Padre a nice man who came back with us. E_ditlﬁ
seems better yet her brcathing is still much imPcdcd. We had a good old chat and both crjoycd seeing
cach other then | went on to see | _ockie who looked “in the Pink” ~ while | was there baldy birre" came in
from lcave, | also took a ticketina raglcjust a bit of fun one of | ockie’s officer Patients had. Thc hosPitaI
she is in is most beautiful - also noi4is also thcy were Palatial hotels for the seaside resort and arcjust
magnﬁ:iccnt, such a clﬂangc from no7 (General, Coming from Wimereux into Boulognc the train stoPPccl
just as we neared b and would not go any further because the sea was coming over the wa[[, right over
the road and the water was about a foot dccp in the centre of the road. |t was a wonderful 5igl1t watching
the waves dashing up the high parapet and over. | did not see much of Boulognc but coming in by the
amb? we Passccl the old town and the wall which surrounds it and which is so wide that a horse and carriage

could drive along the top of it. On Monday evening about our bed time 11 o’clock we watched hundreds

of A]gcrian Soldiers pass along .......

Evcrgrccns — F[aﬂts with leaves throughout the year

Mistletoe — F[ant in ancient legends, folklore and folk medicine.
I)Cgou are under Mist[ctoc with someone at Xmas you must kiss
them.

f”io”y - FoPu]ar (Christmas decoration with spikﬂ, slﬁiny dark
green leaves and briglﬁt red berries,

Xmas — CorruPtcd form of the word Cl’wristmas the celebration
of the birth of Jesus Christ.

i15.1.16—~ Thursdag i3 Januarg 1916

Bou[ognc ~ T own on [French coast. departure Point for injurccl
soldiers. 52kms west from Saint Omer and 7l<ms south of
Wimereux

CSM - Compang Sergcant Major or Cor\spicuous SCI'ViCC
Medal

No i"rfjt. HosPital ~No 1+5tationer3 HosPital in
Wimereux

14 (General - No 14 General }']ospita[ in Wimereux,

[ dith - [ dith Victoria Donaldson - ] rained at Ballarat
Hospita] and dcpar‘tcd with Priscilla on the Orontcs Bcst
friend

January 2020

\/i”age - Wimereux

Fac{rc — Fricst

]mPcded - rianclicaPPcc{, retarded, hindered.

Chat -~ T alk, discussion.

Lockic —~ Nurse Annie Maria Locke from the Orontes

Jn the Pinic ~In cxtrcmc!g good health and sPirits

Ba!dy Birre” ~ Doctor William Alexander amilton Birre”
No 7 General -No 7 British General HosPital
Malassises (Previouslg a Monasterg now a Frivate
School - Co”ege Lﬂcee | a Malassise Saint - Omer)
Wimereux — f:rench town on coast 7i<ms north of Bou]ogne and
57kms west of Saint Omer

B- Boulogne

Foot- Or 12 inches is 30cms or 300mm.

Amb — Ambular\ce?

Monc]ay — Monday lOJanuarﬂ i916

11 oclock -1 Ipm at niglwt

Algcrian So]dicrs ~ Soléiers from A[gcria in NW Aprica A

COlOﬂg O\C f:rancc
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“ There was a terrific cxplosion by our side and we saw that the house 100 3ards from

our billet had been bombed”

Diary page 91

..... the road by our billet ~ with them were French officers and men with their steel helmets on. The
Algcrians wore a kind of khaki fez — thcg all rode small thick set Ponies and rode suPcrbly ~the Ponies of
them all were all the same hcight and the men were short and all about the same size too. Alctcr the last one
hacljust Passcd we heard a big cxP]osion and then the anti aircraft guns bcgan Firing at a taube ~ it Passcd
overhead after droPPing several bombs ~ two of our biPlancs were chasing itor hcading it off and the next
lot of anti aircraft guns started on it over on the hill bg Arqucs. Well we were so intense watching the Firing
and the shots cxPloding all around the taube which was a mere sPcck in the sky near the new moon (still to
be seen) and we didn’t notice a second taube coming, along but soon there was a terrific cxplosion bg our
side and we saw that the house 100 yarcls from our billet had been bombed. A big cloud of black smoke
and earth issued forth ~ our windows in our bedroom were smashed over ourfloor and the tclcgraph wires
clroPPcd to earth instantancously at the front door. While the taube was so near us we were a bit
bewildered and wondered whether we would stay in the house or go out. We decided on the latter and
out we ran into the road in night gowns and c]rcssing gowns until all dangcr was Passcd ~ even then though

we did not know if we were safe as we couldn’t see them thcg were so high up and the first intimation was

the bursting shell.....

Billet - Civilian house where soldiers are [oclged

French - The people or the language of France.

The Algerians - Soldiers from Algeria in NW Africa. A
colony of France.

K haki - Sl'iade of brown with 3euow tinge (close to
green)

ez~ [Headdress or hat s}‘uapcd like a short cglincler
sometimes with a tassel

Anti - aircraft guns — Weapon /gun designed to attack
and defend against enemy aircraft 139 c{amaging them.
USuang fires shells at a l’uig!n rate.

Taube - [Tirst monoplane to be mass Proclucecl in
Gcrmang for militarg purposes.

Bombs - E_xplosive weapon that uses an explosive
material to Provide an extreme and violent release of
energy.

Biplancs - [Tixed wing aircraft with two horizontal stacked
wings.

Arques - Frenclﬂ town 4,5 kms south cast of Saint

Omer

January 2020

Explocling - Burst or shatter violcntlg and noisilg as a
result of rapfc{ combustion or other process

New moon ~ | he lunar disk is not visible as no !ight is
being reflected bg the moon. tis dark.

Exp!osion ~-A raPicl increase in noise and release of
energy in an extreme manner causing extreme clamage.
100 Hards ~Or»00feetis 91 metres

Bombed ~ T o have explosive bombs droPPcd on you
from aircraft

Tclcgraph wires — Strung on Poles above ground
Bewildered ~ Confused, Puzz!ed, unsure.

| atter - Occurring at the end or last mentioned.
Night gown - Or nightie or night dress. A |ooscly
l’xanging form of nightwear worn to bed bg women
Drcssinggown - A long loose robe tgpicang worn when
getting out of bed or after batlﬂing

Jntimation - [ndication or hint

Bursting shell - Or bomb droPPec{ bg the Taub and
exploc{ing‘
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

“| was nursing a Bclgian Baroness for one night at the [Jotel De Commerce in

Saint Omer”

Diary page 92

..... The spy system of the enemy seems s0 truly thorough that the oPinion is that thcy were informed of
the movement of the Frcnch trooPs from one Par't of the line to another and that thcy were to pass along
this road. | have got some Picccs of the shell ,also a shell case which one of the medical officers Procured
for me from the anti aircraft gunners OC Thcg are very hard to get as how t]'icy should return cmptg
shell cases to be filled again.

24.1.16 (Monday) A week after the taube’s visit | was nursing a Bclgian Baroncss for one niglwt at the
Hotel De Commerce in Saint Omer and next morning we heard shooting and the Cathedral bells ringing
and looking out of the window saw another taube. ]t was quicklg chascd off bg guns and our acroPlancs .
Miss bothing? was with the Baroness all c]ag and | relieved her at 9 o'clock. Shewasa charminggirl oniy
23 and a widow with a child 21/2 yrs. Her fiancé an American named Marburg ~ he had been in an
Irncantrg regiment but had changcd to the KFC and one clag had an accident and fell from his Planc
300ft and smashed his lcg so thatithad to be amputated. T he Baroness De Vivario was summoned from
Paris and whilst staying at the Hotcl de Commerce cauglwt a chill and had a high temperature. She had

the most dclighhcul clothes and toilet accessories the last named with a coronet cngravccl thereon. Some

of ivorg with monogram and coronet in inlaid silver......

5?5 system — SPging is the method of
secretb co”ccting intel]igence information
which can be used against an enemy

E_ncmy ~-A hostile nation or their armed
forces

[rench - Feop|e born or from [France.
Shell —Corrcct]9 in this case an Arti”erg
“shrapne[ shell” 76.2mm around and weiglﬂing
around 6 kilos. T his is fired and the fuse is
setto cxplodc ataset hcight. T!wc brass
case carrying the exp]osive Prope”ent is
cjcctcd

5"]6” case —~ | his carries the explosivc
Propcl]cnt to send the Prgjecti!c to its target
lﬁeight and is usua”}j made of brass.

Medical officers - Doctors

Anti - aircraft gunners — Soldiers who
operate the anti-aircraft guns
O.C.~Officers C]crk

Fi“c& - Prass shell cases can be refilled and
used numerous times.

24.1.16 ~ Monday 21 January i916
Taube - First monop]ane in the world to be

mass PFO(‘]UCCA in Gcrman3

January 2020

Bclgian Baroness - Baroness (isele De
Vivario of |iege ( Refugee from [French
sPeaking Liegc in be[gium)( (Married 10
April

Hote] De Commercc — Hotcx Du

C ommerce in Saint Omer

Saint Omer— [France - Thc general [Fead
Quarters (HQ) of the British
Expeditionarﬂ Force from October 1914
T aube - [First mor\onanc to be mass
produced in Cjcrmany for mi]itarg purposecs.
Guns - Anti-aircraft guns

Miss Botl’ling ~ (nknown

Baroness - see Bexgian Baroness

9 o'clock — 9Pm at nigl'rt

2% ~ 2% years of age

Widow ~ Woman who has lost her spouse b3
death

21/2 yrs — 2 years six months of age.
Fiancé— A man to whom someone is
engagec{ to be married (Fiancée a female
whois engagcé)

American - A person born in or from
America or the (/lnite& 5tates of America,
the States, the (19, or the (JSA

Marburg - Flig}‘xt | ieutenant T heodore
Marburg, accident 7 December, Son of
American Minister at BrusseL&

]nfantry - Foot soldiers

RIEC.- Koga] F]ging Core

300ft — 300 feetis 91.4 metres.

Baroness De Vivario - Scc F)elgian
baroness

Paris - CaPita] of [France 266kms (3hrs)
South from Saint Omer

Chill - Sensation of cold due to illness

! igh temperature — A fever becomes a
concern when it reaches 103 degrees I: or
394 dcgrees C

Toi]et accessories — | or washing and taking
care of one’s bodﬁ Soap, Sl'vampoo etc,
hair - brushes, comb, mirror toothbrush and
Paste

Coronet — A small sim[:»]e Crown

Jvory ~ [Hard white material from tusks and
teeth of animals. chal to use t this time
Monogram - Motivc of two or more lctters,
often initials, to form one symbol.

Silver ~-A precious metal which is very soft

aﬂé vcrg l’]CaV\lj aﬁd l’las a !ustrous Sl’ll'ﬂCA
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Frisci”a Warc”e Diarﬂ Trachription
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“ ] had a cable saging Grand{:athcr had Passcc{ awag”

Diary page 95

..... others with goid lids etc, Her clothes and lingcric would have sent the girls into extacies of dc]ight. On
the 14t ] had a cable saying Grandmcathcr had Passcd away. Foor old dcar, I’m glad he has atlast got his
rest. One could not be s0rTY. On the 21 another teicgram came saying Hugh Millcr’? had died - I was
shocked because although | knew he was very ill did not dream of him clying.

82.16 Crucsdag) Bethune. Arrived at 11.30 unknown? ~ so now am only 10 kilometres from the front
line about & miles. | am billeted out in a very nice house in Boulcvard \/ictor Hugo no75. |n my bedroom
onig one window in 6 is glass ~ the remaining five paper —~ the giass having been blown out with shells ~
This town is constantly shcﬂccl and lots of shops and houses have big lumps smashed out of them ~ even
the hosPital roof has a tremendous hole in it. | think | will like bcing here onlg 10 sisters in all and the sister
in chargc seems ciuitc nice. the girls atnoJ were vcrgjca]ous of my move ~ of course itis wonc]crl:uﬂg good
luck for me to be here and |'m going to make the best of it. | had to travel alone this morning, and changc
too at Bcrgcttc? but | had quitc nice Scotch orderlies at each Placc to hclp me with my luggagc. Thcy
were Glasgow? bogs very young and kilties too and | called each one...

Go!c’ - A very Precious soft and heav\rj metal. She”s - Maybe arti”ery shells from cannons or bombs

Lingerie -~ Womer’s underwear and nigl‘utwear

clroppc& on Bcthunc
She”ec{ — sce shells

Lumps - Picces

[ xtacies of deligl’\t - Correctly [ cstasies of delight.
Feehng of intensejog, de|ig}1t, }’xappfness or P|easurc
On the j4th_ Fric{aﬂ H—Januarg 1916 Sisters - Nurses

Cable ~ Tc[egram No7-No7 British general HospitaL Malassises, Saint
Girandfather - Henrg William Wardle - ( Porn 1832~ Omcr

18557 )Died 1915) (Age 80-8% years)

Jealous - | nvious

Passed away - Died

Onthe 21~ [Triday 21 January 1916

Hugh Miller - Hugl’; Miller Senior

8.2.16~ Tuesclag 8 Februarg 1916

Bethune - [French town 54 kilometres south east of
Saint Omer. Priscilla had been sent to the No 33
Casualty C!carance Station (CCS)
11.30~11.30am

Frontline = The Placc where the Fighting in the war was
taking Place

Billeted - Armg Personnel Iiving in a local house
Boulevard Victor Hugo no’75 - |n Bcthunc

January 2020

Pergette ~[robably Berguette? 26 kilometres south
east of St Omer and i 9 kilometres north west of
Bctl’;unc

Scotch - Seottish or Scot’s

Orderlies — A soldier who PerForms minor tasks for an
officer. [riscilla as a nurse was an officer.

Luggage - Bags and or suitcases and or boxes
G|asgow bogs - From Glasgow the port citg on the river
Clyde In Scotland

Kilties - Wearing their kilts or knee lcngtlﬁ skirt
traditfona”ﬂ worn }33 Scottish men often in )Camilg or
Fighting unit coloured Tartans.
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

“T he main street Jooks as if a hugc giant with an enormous slcdgc hammer had gone thro
it

Diary page 94

..... Jock and gave him a franc for cigarettes. At Bethune an officer carried my suitcase up the long
Plaﬂ:orm and then the R T.O. met me and took me into his office until my car came for me. |t was strange
driving thro the shelled scarred town ~ the main street looks as if a lwugc giant with an enormous slcdgc
hammer had gone thro it and swung his hammer out each side of him as hard as he could. Miss Omithz is
to come on Mond33 — she was on leave when her orders came through ~ mine was coming on Monday
morning and now of course | will not be able to have mine for a while ~ as Iong as | kecP well tl'lougl'l | do
not mind. | amto goto the theatre tomorrow as the T heatre Sister is to have a c!ag off. |tis to be hopcd
thcg do not have a field day forme to bcgin with. The billet is Palatial comParcd to what | have been used
to — bedroom with carpet, walnut suite of furniture inc[uc]ing bed with Palc green tapestry hangings and
canopy with a design of creamy daffodils on it. An old ladg owns the house and she was Frightcncd away
from the town bg the shells Fa"ing and her servant kccps it going and takes us as boarders. | have electric
hght and a c]rcssing room fitted up as a toilette with a wardrobe for my clothes.

15-2-16 (_rucsclag) [Have been here a week now and have been in almost every ward in the hospital ~was

in the theatre most dags rclicving in D ward and two days in officers hospital..........

Jock ~ Scottish soldierin Secottish chiment

Franc - A [French Franc worth about 14 pence in Britislﬁ
currency. I:ourtcen pence ini915is worth about one Pouncl
toc{ay or $1.80 Australian. Singlc cigarettes were available for
Purclﬁase.

Cigarcttcs -Or f:ags or smokes narrow cylinc{crs of paper
wraPPed around tobacco then lit at one end and “smoked”
Bct]ﬂunc - I:rench town 54 kilometres south east of Saint
Omer

RTO - Rai]wag Transport Ogicer

Thro ~Througl’1

She”c& ~ Magbe arti”ery shells from cannons or bombs
clroppcd on Bctl—;une

f”luge giant —~ ]maginarg or mgthica[ being of human form but
supcrl-zuman,Jumbo, immense size.

Miss Smith - (Inknown

Monclag - Mondag 14 f:cbruarg 1916

Mine - Friscilla’s leave

T]‘lcatre - OPcrating Thcatr@ where surgery is Pergormcd on
wounded soldiers at No 33 Casualtg Clcarance Station
(CCO)

January 2020

Theatre Sister~ Nurse who works in the Operating Theatre
Field dag - SIang fora busg dag with lots of Paticnts

Bi”et ~ Civilian house where soldiers are [odgcd

Falatial ~likea Falace

Tapestrg hangings — Works of textile woven art l'umg onwalls
Canop3 - BCC{ with Posts on each corner suPPortir\g a
decorative material roof/cover

Creamg - Cream3 colouris very ]ight almost white 3c“ow
Daffodils - Yellow \qowcrgrown from bulbs with long stem and
leaves and a bell - shapec{ flower

Shells — Magbe arti”cry shells from cannons or bombs droPPccl
on Bcthune

Servant - Ferson who Pcr‘Forms duties for other PeoPlc often
emPlogcd in a house.

Boardcrs — Fcople who pay rentto stay in a house.

Toilette - A Place for washing oneself, dressing and attcncling
to one’s appearance

15-2-16 — 5aturclag 15 Februarg 1916

Been here aweek - 8t to 17t of February 1916

D ward - DiP!-yt}-»cria ward?

Olclcicers l’losPita[ —r‘]ospita! orward especia”g for officers

Fagc 196




Frisc{”a Wardle D{ar\g ATVI”HHSCFI/PﬁOH
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rrisciut‘a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘i(m

«OF all the horrors of war 'm seeing the worst right now”

Diary page 95

..... met another Australian doctor who is with a regiment near here. On 5unclag night | was kePt going in
the theatre with awmcuny bad operations of all c]cscriptions ~ one man had most of his face shot away and
of all the horrors of war Pm seeing the worst now airigl'lt. TI’]C (Germans made an in{:antrg attack after
bombarding our first trenches and although in the papers it says we had no casualties yet out of one
company of Middlesex men 170 didn’t answer the roll call after the attack and almost all we got in that
night and next morning were Middlcsex and RF" men. One officer whom | nursed did awFu”g good work
so we were told ~ he was very modest about it . Another whom | gotinat 8 Monc]ag morning was drcachcuuy
smashcd about ~ he had lain out all night and told me that he was almost taken Prisoncr he and two men. ]
was cht going all evening in the theatre 5unday night and then was called up at one o’clock , Men who
were wounded at 5.30 were bcing fixed up under anaesthetic at 8.30 so that shows how near we are and
tlﬂcy had had treatment first of all too at a field ambulance. 5omc orderies walked on 5unday afternoon
about an hour's walk from here and came to our big guns. T wo of them lie Para”cl to Pethune. Air Fights
are quite a common occurrence here and taubes have been over here ncar[y every night since | have been

I“ICFC ancl we can......

Sunclag - Sundag i3 Fcbruarg 1916
Theatre - OPerating T heatre where surgery is

8 — 8amin the morning
Monday - Monday 14 Fe}jruarg 1916

PerFormed on the wounded soldiers at the No§§ Dreadmcuny smashed — \/ery, cxtremcl\zj injurec{

Casualty C]earance Station (CCS)
AwFu”g bad - Signiﬁcant injuries

Prisoner — An enemy soldier taken into caPtivitg‘
Sunclag night~Thc night oFSunclag i3 Februarg 1916

(Germans — Soldiers from or bornin Gcrman9

Imcantry - Soldiers on foot

Bombarding~ Maybe ar’ci”erg shells from cannons or
bombs from aircraft

[irst trenches — Tl’\e very first row of trenches in the
front line. (Firing line)

(asualties - Feoplc who have been injurecl and/or
wounded.

Ro” call - A muster roll is the list of members of a militar9

unit.

Midc”cscx — Midc”cscx chimcnt — Midc”esex an areain
F ngland

R.F. men - Kepub!ique Francaise (French) men?
AwFu”y - \/erg, cxtremclg

Modest — Unassuming, low keg.

January 2020

Ohne o'clock = One o'clock in the morning

5.50 ~ May have been 5.30am

8.30am — Mag have been 8.30am

Field ambulance — A mobile medical unit treating
wounded soldiers very close to the combat zone
Orderlies ~ Medical orderlies

Sunc{ag afternoon — Sundag i3 Februar}j 1916

Big guns — Big arti”erg cannons for )Ciring shells on the
enemy.

Betl’xune ~ French town 54 kilometres (45mins) south
east of Saint Omer

Alir Fights - I:ights between aeroplancs sometimes called
“Dog Figl’rts”

T aubes - [First monoplane in the world to be mass
Producec{ in Germang for militarg purposcs.
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rri:‘»d”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscript‘ion

« Thc Prince shook hands with me and asked a few qucstions concerning the Paticnts”

Diary page 96

S our Planes bcing shelled by the [Huns for their shots are black and ours white. An officer such a
nice man brought us bunches of anemones white cclgcd with Palc Pinlc, Pink and mauve and 2 bunches of
violets thcg looked so lovclg togctl'lcr. Thereis quite a goocl little florist’s here and altho flowers are dear
yet we seem to have lots given to us. Carnations are a franc each also one Piece of white lilac is a franc.
]n our mess we have a Pcwtcr mug for ﬁowcrs, ] must buy one to take home. Am gctting my ]cavc next
TUCsclay .Now | amin B.1 ward with 80 beds evacuated some for barges this alcternoon, talcing in cases
at the same time ~ it is a dreadful business. 19.2.16 (Saturdag) chtcrclay was Prcscntecl to Frincc
Avrthur of Connaught who was visiting with 5urgcon General Pike ~ The Prince shook hands with me
and asked a few qucstions concerning the pts?~ he is lame a little and wore a Staff officers uniform and |
thought he was very charming ~ he had such a Particu]arig nice voice . Mg new ward is bcing cquiPPcc]
todag with ten beds and | am to do rclicving work in the theatre. Smith is to have B1 to herself ~ it is very
nice having her here as | felt very Ionclg last week by myscllc and | felt that matron was Prcjudiccd against

A\ustralians.

21.2.16 (Mondag) Bethune shelled last night between.....

Shc[]ca ~ Anti —aircraft ar‘ti”ery shells
Huns - Derogatorg nickname for
German Soldiers

Anemones ~[ lowers with simP]e daisy
like shapcd flowers. Common names
windﬂowcrs, POPPY- Re, Fink and
bicolour cxamplc ivorﬂ/Pink,

Violets — Violet coloured Pctals often
3_5 flat asymmctrica[ s]’xape with heart
s]’xapecl leaves. (Can be coloured blue
and can be bicoloured.

Dear - Expensive

(Carnations - [Tlowers can be single or
in groups of up to five with !ong stem
and leaves. Sweetly scented. Red
sgmbo[izes admiration. Furple
trac!itiona”g used bﬂ I:rer\ch for
condolence.

F[orist’s — Ferson and P[ace where they

sell flowers

T‘Iere — ]n Bethunc

A[tho —A[though

Franc — A I:rench I:ranc worth about
i4 pence in British currency. Fourteen
pence ini19i15is worth about one

Pound toda9 or $1.80 Australian‘

January 2020

White | ilac - Ornamcntal shrub with
stunning flowers with intoxicating
Fragrancc. Flowers are ]or\g uPrigIﬁt
Paniclca

chter~ Grcg dull metal 85-99% tin.
Mug — Or tankard. Large rougl"u]g
cg!inc{rical cup (mug) with a handle.
Being used as a vase.

| eave - Holidags

Tuesd33 - Tuesdag 22 Februarg
1916 (last d33 of the diary)

I vacuated some for bargcs - Injurcc{
but on barges for travel to other
hospitals orto track heads for
traﬂsport to Englanc’

Tal(ing in cases — More wounded
soldiers arriving

Dreac]]cu! - Awlcu!, shocking

19.2.16 ~ Saturday 19 [Tebruary 1916
Yesterc!ay - ]:riday i8 Fehruary 1916
Frince Arthur of Connaugl’lt - Third
son of deen Victoria and A”Jert,
Alide de Camp to Genera[ Sir )ol’m
French

Surgeon General Fike — W V\/ Fike
Frince - See Frince Arthur of
Connaught

Pts — Patients

| ame - Ur\ablc to walk without
cligicu[tg due to illness or injurg
agccting Iegs orfeet.

Staff Officers - [ nlisted and civilian
Pcrsonncl that is resPonsib]e for
administration, opcrationa! and
logistical needs of an army.

Charming - \/erg Pleasant or attractive
T heatre - Opcrating T heatre where
surgery is PerFormecI the wounded
Smith - Not identified but cer‘tain]y
not the Matron.

Matron — Frobablg Gcrtrude Marg
Wilton Smith

Frejudiced - r]aviﬂg or showing dislike
or distrust. Piased, bigoted, one sided,
unfair.

Austra]ians — Nurses and soldiers from
Austra]ia.

21.2.16 ~Monday 21 [February 1916
Bethune - French town 54 kilometres
south east of Saint Omer

5%6”6(;{ - Maybe arti”erg shells from
cannons or bombs from aircraft

Last night — Sundag 20 Februarg
1916
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“ ]vanhoc Hotcl London”

Diary page 97

w11 and 12. An acroPlane hovered about and gave signals for the guns and 6 bombs and shells were
droPPcd ~ several homes smashed to atoms one oniy 50 Yds from where we mess? — we’re on one side of
the big church and the bomb fell on the other side. T he noise from the guns was dcai:cning but Smith and
| didmt getup, wejust turned over and went to slccP again. The ligi'its? were put on in two ambulances and
the engines set going for us sisters to be taken away in but then the shc"ing ceased. | would hate to be
carried off and leave the Patients. Oh the noise from the Firing line is aPPauing tonigl'it ~itisvery clearand
Frostg and we can hear the machine guns and the rifles Firing ~ such a lot of poor fellows were gotin from
last nigl'it and tociay. An acroPianc of ours was brought down by (German Fircjust in our lines gcstcrday
and the officerisin hospital - on]g a scratch butis suficcring from shock too ~a great number of men suffer
from 5i’1c” shock and two we have in it has made absoiutcly dumb ~ti1c3 cannot sPcak a word. Wc are to
get gas helmets given out todag so |'m told - tonight | have cvcrgtl'iing in readiness if we are chased off
quickly.

22-2-16 (-rucsdag) [vanhoe Hotel | ondon. [ave been travc"ing all clag ~left Bethune at 6 o’clock and
came over 60 miles bg car (ambulancc) it was very cold and snowed all the time. Haci a smooth crossing

and now am waiting for Florence

i1and 12~ leven pm and midnight on
Sunciag 20 I:ebruary 1916

i"iovcrcci —~ Remain in one
P[ace/Position in the air

Guns - Big arti”cry cannons for Firing
shells on the enemy.

Bombs - ]:_xplosivc weapon that uses
an exP]osivc material to Provicic an
extreme and violent release of energy.
Often ciroPPed from P[ancs

Shells ~ Magbe ar—ti”erg shells from
cannons or bombs droPPcc{ on
Bct]ﬂunc

Atoms — \/crg small Picccs

50 Yds — 46 metres

Big Church - Saint Vaast (Church
Betl—xunc

Guns - Big arti”crg cannons for Firing
shells on the enemy.

Smith ~ Not identified

Sisters - Nurses

Shc[]ing — Magbc arti”crg shells from

cannons or bOmbS dI‘OPPC(J on

Betl—xunc

January 2020

Firing line — [ront line where the
combat was happcning.

APPaHing~ \/erﬂ bad, awful, slﬁocking,
horrific, i"uorrib]e, causing shock.
Machinc guns — Fu”ﬂ automatic firearm
cicsigncci to fire cartriclges in raPid
succession

Rifles — Portable ]ong barrelled firearm
cicsigncci for Precision ~oriented
slﬁooting

(German fire — Anti aircraft weapon
/gun cicsigncci to attack and defend
against enemy aircraft i)g ciamaging
them. USua”y fires shells at a l’ligl"l rate.
| ines ~ [Tront line where the combat
was i‘iappening

chtcrdag - Sunclag 20 Februarg
1916

Shock - Bodg’s rcaction/rcsponse to
sudden Cirop in blood pressure after
blood loss, suiciccring burns or sPinai
injurg

Siﬁe” shock - Fost traumatic stress

disorder (FTSD) A failure to recover

after experienciﬂg or witnessing a
tcrriicgirig event.

(Gas helmets — Metal hat with face
mask and breatlﬁing apparatus for main
Poison gases used in WW]| Fhosgcnc
and Mustard Gas

Tociay - Mon&ag 21 I:cbruarg i916
22-2-16— Tuesdag 22 I:cbruary 1916
(last da9 of the diary)

]vanhoc Hotei Loncion~ Now called the
Bloomsburg Strect i’iotc[ on
Bloomsburg Strect Lonciori

Bcthunc — Frcnclﬁ town 54 kilometres
south east of Saint Omer

60 miles — 97 Kilometres

Crossing — Crossing the Eng[ish
C!‘vanncl the sea between f:rance
(Calais) and Engiand (Dover)
Florence ~ Nurse and Familg friend

Florence (Toby) Vines
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Fri5ci”a Wzardle Ljiar}) Tmrzmscription

Boack Fly |_eaf
Diary Fagc 98

1%.1.16 N.Dalyz Christine Cameron .
)

Margarct Oswald?
7 Gcncral Hospital
BIF

1%1.16~13 Januarg 1916~ On this date Priscilla travelled to \Wimereux and Boulogne to see [~ dith Donaldson and [© dith

Wilson at the No 14 Australian (General Hospital.

N Daly? - |s this N. Daly’s signature? Nurse,/Doctor? Not identified

Margarct Oswa|d - Not identified is this Margaret Oswalcl’s signature

7 General Hospita| -No 7 Britisl‘n General Hospita! Malassises. Saint Omcr, France
BIFF - British ]mPeriaI [Torce

(Christine Cameron 7— Not identified . |s this her signature

37 — (nknown. Frobablg ascroll as part of the signature.

Were these signatures that did not fit on page 100 orwas this org/}7a//ﬂ to be the signature page?
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Frisci”a War(ﬂe Diarﬂ Tran\%cription

Diarg page 929

Unknown?

Unknown ~ No identifiable text. On this Carbon Diary page. There is Hccding throug!‘w of signatures from reverse side
Diarg page 100.
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Diary page 100 (41 signaturcs)

Frisci"a Isabcl Warc"c- Diarg Author - Australian

nurse A

E_Clltl"l \/ictoria Donalc!son - Australian nurse and
Priscilla’s best friend A

Sister Watkins - Nurse [Helen Margaret Gwyllam
Watkins

|sabel Kussc“ Ross — Australian Nurse |sabel
Russell Ross A

[ ileen King ~ Australian Nurse Eileen King A
Gcorgc C Burg ~ Dr George Chadwell Pury
W Cecil Marsden ~ Dr Walter Cecil Marsden
Sallic M Marron -~ Australian Nurse Sara Marie
Marron A

HJ Sharpc - Not found

Ma&gc C Donnc"an ~Nurse Margaret “Madge”
CeciliaDonnellan A

J Madelainc F lliott, T oronto, Canada ~ Jessie
Madelaine [ lliott, Canadian Army Medical Corps
 Hartigan 13.11.15.~ Acting Principal Matron
Helena Hartigan RRC ([_nglish)

Alfred J Trinca - Dr Alfred John Trinca

David Hardie - Sir David Hardie - Doctor

E Coulter-Not found

Ann B Dcnton,RcFugcc from No} CC,
Bailleul? 9.8.15-Not found

Gladys M Walker ~ Gladys M Walker

I B Walker -1 ois B Walker?

[ dwina Katclhcf Lorc"g, Chester, Nova Scotia
& New York- Nurse F dwina Ratcliff |_ordly,
Canadian Army Medical Corps

W S Newton - Dr Wilberforce Stephen Newton

K R Heriot - Australian nurse K atherine “K atie” Rae
[Heriot A

E E Appleton —Matron F dith Flizabeth Appleton
OB RRC (English)

A Australian nurse trave”ing on the Orontes.

[ ffie Hargrcavcs - Australian nurse [ thel Mary
[ ffie” Hargreaves A

Nigcl | Pritchard = Dr Nigel | ovat Pritchard

G AW McArthur - | ondon GF Doctor on boat

E M McArthur - Wife of |_ondon GF doctor
FW A Ponsford - Dr Frank William Augustus
Ponsford

Mary Mc]_ean | oughron - Australian nurse Mary
McClean |_oughron A

| onnie A Yaton? ~(anadian nurse?

M L Chapman ~ Nurse Jemima “Minnie” |_ogie
Chapman

V.M. Marsh- [ nglish nurse Not found

L B McKitrick ANSR- Nurse [illian Barber
McKitrick Princess Christians’ Army Nursing Service
Reserve FCANSK

C F Middleton ~ Australian nurse Jean Middleton A
Jancy M LcmPricrc AANS - Matron Janey
McRobie [_empriere , Australian Army Nursing Service
AANS Matron A

Freda M Davies- Not found

John McK enzie Dr RAMC - Doctor Royal
Australian Medical Corps

Marg f.ju”ivan~ Not found

| £ dith Fincham ~Australian nurse Jsobel I dith
Fincham A

A J Barson? - Dr Albert John Barson

Luigi di Mascio, no8, rue chic, Paris - The

Jtalian, violin P|aging (ount’s son from Nap|es but !fving in

Faris
G A Nyc —~Australian Nurse Gertrude Ac{a Ngc A
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rriSCi”a \Narcﬂc L)iarg Tmranscription

Attachmcnt Onc (1 ) ~—rl1c extra Pag;cs

Note: “T his set of fourteen pages written }39 Priscilla appears to have been written in different sections on

different sized pages and with different inks and at different times, this could be after returning to | ondon or
Australia. One page is in pencil. T he pages are not always sequential.

Where sections or pages finish and do not logically “flow” into the next page a note will be added.

Some pages have circled numbers and these numbers are kept on the left hand side of the transcription.

[ xplanations have been highlighted and some unknown words entered as unknown and others with a question mark?

to indicate a best guess.

F or com}o/ctc accuracy P/casc refer to the onglha/ pages.

Transcription

]. London of which | had heard so much from my Grandfather & (Grandmother. | do not angthing about Lonclon
surprised me because of descriptions and pictures & all my life it had had a great fascination for me. For a fortnight
we had a wonderful time out sigl—ntsccing most of the time. OF course we had to buy our kit and uniforms but tl—ncg
were all rcgulation SI’IBPCS & sizes & Practica"y ordered forus bg the War Office so that did not take up much time.
Although the contractors for War Office ran a tape over us yet when our uniforms arrived the night before we
crossed to [Trance no one’s uniforms fitted — | well remember crying over mine — it was big enough for an extra outsize.
[However we pooled the lot (25 of us) and each took what nearest approached our size & sat up till midnight altering
them. | must tell you about them they were made of grey zephir tight white calico /inings? to the waist & buttoned

[ nd of section of 1 page (there are no pages which /ogfca/[g continueFollow on)

| ondon - Capital city of England. (entral administration and c{eparture Point during WW 1.
Girandfather — Henrg William Wardle , born Soutl‘nlﬁampton, 18%2-1915

(randmother - Priscilla Wardle (nee Brgan), born | ondon, 18%6-1926

K it and uniform — Kubber boots, co”apsiblc bath, basin, mattress, spirit stove, kettle, towels, food etc etc
War office - Department of the Pritish (Government responsible for the Pritish Arm3 1857 - 1964
Niglﬁt before — Mondag evening 7 June 1915

Foolcc{ - Grouped togcthcr

25 of us - 25 Nurses

Greg zePhir ~-Or zePlﬁgr or zep!’rer‘ Greg satiny, glossg, fine woven cotton fabric

Tig]’wt white calico Iinings - Plain woven cotton textile. \/erg chcap.
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Attac]‘:mcnt Onc (2.) ~ﬂc extra pages

Commencement of new set of pages

Transcription

Jt was_just one of hundreds of similar old Monasteries in [France, a couPIe of miles out of St Omer, which was
G.H.le']cn ] was there. A” the monks over 60 yrs of age went off to the war & as on]g the old ones remained &
it was not a close order, the old Monastcrg was turned into a Militarg Hospita] of several hundred beds Forbe}gian
Kefugces & later when thcg were evacuated & it was got rcadg for wounded & it was able to accommodate 1 700.
The good old brothers turmed out of theircells & living rooms &gatl']erec] their bc]ongings s including many calvargs’
statuettes of the virgin & saints into a basement, that & their chapel & garden was all thcg could call their own for
years.

The garclcn was dclightFu] —~ it was Junc when | arrived & it was a riot of flowers & fruit trees. One old toothless
monk who a]wags worked in the garden sometimes used to gather strawberries in a young? Cabbage leaf then he
would first look around to see if any one was |ooking, then kiss the leaf & pass the delicious fruit to any of the
.Sisters who Passed along the Path. Later on he would snatch a pear of the tree, |001< around, then kiss it & with a
toothless grin hand it to us.

One Path about 200 5ards long was bordered either side with unknown? ~ it ended in a grotto which housed

Monasteries - See Monasterg below.

France - Country of western E_urope‘ Paris is the
capital.

St Omer - [French city in the north of ["rance named
after Saint Audomar.

GHQ ~(General Heaclquarters of the Britisl‘n
Expeditionarg Force October 1914 to March 1916
Monks — A man who practises religion by monastic living,
QOver 60 yrs — | assume she means all the monks under 60
years of age went to the war.

Close order - Closed order.

Monastery — Builcling or complex of buildings comPrising
domestic quarters, workplaces and worslﬁip Places for
monks or nuns

Military Hospital - [Hospital to treat wounded and sick
soldiers

Be]gian rexcugees - Be]gian People who have fled
Be!gium due to (German occupation or because their
homes were at the war front.

i 700 — Patients. Wounded or sick soldiers

January 2020

Brotl’xers - The Monks‘

Calvarg’s - Mag be a crucifix or cross with Jesus on it
Statuettes ~ Sma” statues of re[igious deities.

Virgin — T he Virgin Mary the mother of Jesus Christ.
Saints — Catholic Church Saints are PeoPIe who have
made it into heaven after their death tl’xrougl’x their saintlg
deeds while on carth

Chapel - Small Christion place of worship. Can be
inside a ]arger church.

June when | arrived = Arrived Thursc{ay 91 OJune 1915
Tootl’xless Monk - Monk with no teeth

Young cabbage leaf ~ Large bowl ~sl'1aPec! leaf. '\/ery firm
because it was young,

Sisters —~ Nurses

Fear~ A Fruit with a unique “Pear shaPe” (PgrhcormD

T oothless grin — Agrin with no teeth as he was toothless.
200 5ards -

Girotto — A natural or artificial small cave.
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Attac]‘:mcnt Onc (}) ~ﬂc extra pages

New page
Transcription

a (crucifix) Ca]varg & Statuettes of Saints. On the way along, to the left there was a tiny cemetery in which there
were several graves but one was without a cross —-just name & dates - of a nun

Jn this ernst while quict Placc where it seemed there was almost alwags a service going on in the chapcl, Soon such
tragcc]/cs? & Sin were introduced and death stalked about so often. T here were T ommies’ concerts held in one
of the rooms & lustg voices “(Jood bgccc ~dont Crgccc” must have carried a|ong the corridors to the little chaPcl
where the brothers were at devotion. What must have been their tl‘mougl‘lts had thcg seen what | did acciclcnta“g one
dag. Jt was one of my own orderlies doing 1%t field Punishmcnt Although ] quicldg averted my eyes ] could not hclla
seeing him tied a to the hugc wheel of an ASC wagon arms outstretched. [ e was like that for one hour in the
morning & anotherin the afternoon for seven days &fortwo hours c‘]uring the dag he had to tread the mill - that was

to walk up & down a given area with his Pack on his back. T his man had been absent without leave for one nl’ght &

did not attend Paradc

Crucifix = Word used but crossed out.

Calvary ~ May be a crucifix or cross with Jesus on it
Statuettes — Small statues of re[igious deities.

Saints — Catholic Church Saints are people who have
made it into heaven after their death through their saint19
deeds while on earth

Nun - A woman member of a religious community who
may be Iiving a monastic life in a Monastery.

I rnst while = Formcrlﬂ, Previous]g

Service - Service of worshiP. Formalized Christian
communal worship

Chapel -A small Christian Place of worship within the
monastery which is now No7 Pritish (General [ospital,
Malassise St Omer where [riscilla is working
Tragcc{ics ~ [ vents causing great suﬁccring, destruction
and distress.

5in - Offences against god’s wi”, wrong ~doing.

Death - T he cessation of being alive. To stop breatlﬁing

Soldicrs &9ing.
T ommies - Englfs!’; soldiers

January 2020

Concerts -A musical PerFormance tgPica”\rj bfj severa
performers

Lusty voices — Strong and loud signing voices

Goocl Bgccc ~ dort Crgcee - Gooc”)ge dort Cry
song 15rics.

(Corridors ~Long passage ina bui|c‘ing

Brotl’xers - Thc monks

Devotion - Fragers and Practises exPressing devotion
and commitment to their faith.

Orderlies — Attendants in a hospital resPonsiblc for non-
medical care of Patients and maintenance of order and
cleanliness

[Field punishment — A form of punishment against military
personnel in the field. [Field punishment takes place in the
field instead of being sent to a goal (See also Diary
pages 67 & 68)

Avertecl - I:_365 turned away or siclewags

AS.C - Armg SUPP13 Corps
Parade - Moming Parade‘ Tl’le morning fnspection of the

trooPs and roll call.

Fage 214




Frisci“a \/\/ard]e Diar9 Transcription

‘wa' V\;e_v_‘i we a2 d G?va 2\ %*’\ b\'\)"
o MA&(‘L A k‘ l/v\ U:o all a = &Of{n
fnn 6,7;;1&:, a1 I s whee Mdnc%
i 2 T f\g__ac" Swadlin QGL‘-.,QAU(JM af
i | aps Lflmy b g0t ug[vrw ot Py
Loreld  Coneflly Spudl IR WHE Saer



rri:‘)d”a Wardle Dia ry Tmranscription

Attachmcnt Onc (4-) ~T|1c extra pages

New page
Transcription

next morning,.

The pictures of this dear old place at Malassise | can conjure? up!!

The bombs that were dropped two houses away from the night nurses billets  the motley? crowd gathered in the
road ~ French soldiers, [~ nglish T ommies, the Pas de Calais peasants — [” nglish nursing sisters in pyjamas & Plaits
hanging down their backs. T hese were the days of T aubes & unshingled? heads!

Another memory is that of a wonderful concert given by the Artists Rifles who were stationed in St Omer. Many
of them were Profcssionals & Kcnncrlg KumForcI was amongst them. T he clclightFul little dinners in St Omer at
the “Top Hole- the asparagus omelettes & button mushrooms & chicken toppcd off with a bottle of good wine.
Of m’gh’cs coming home from the militarg church where one would hear such clcrggmcn as the bisl—aop of K hartoum
& such, when we would pay a ting boy a couple of sous buy us all a “poke? of chip potatoes at the stall where
mademoiselle (Gaby Sat with her great smoking cauldron of fat. After lifting her potatoe chiPs out She would

carcfu"g sPrian them with salt

Malassise - Suburb of St Omerin France

Corjure ~Cause to appear bg means of magic.

Bombs — Explosive weapon that uses an explosive
material to Provicle an extreme and violent release of
energy. O)Cten droPPec{ from Planes.

Billets — Civilian houses where nurses were housed.
Motleg ~ Diverse, assorted, mixed, different types that do
not appear to go togetl'\er

Frencl‘n — BOFH in orFrom France

English - Borninorfrom England

T ommies - Nick name for English soldiers

T aubes - (German mono Planc & first in world to be mass
Producec{‘

Unshinglcd ~ Without helmets

St Omer - Saint Omer in [ rance The General [Head
anrters GHQ of the Britislﬁ Expe&itionarg Force
1914-1916

Kennerlﬂ Rumford - A famous Englis% baritone singer
TOP Ho[c — Mag be the name of a restaurant. Top~ho|e

means exce”ent, first class.

January 2020

AsParagus - Sparrow grass. lt"s young sPring shoots are
used as a vcgetablc.

Omelettes - Dish made from beaten eggs sometimes with
cl’ucese, cl‘ufves, vcgctablcs, mushrooms etc. or a mixture of
these.

Button mushrooms — Small mushrooms slﬁapccl like
buttons

Military church - Maybe Catheclrale Notre—Dame de
Saint Omer

Bishop of K hartoum —\Welsh Anglican Bishop ere”yn
Henry Gwynne

Couple of Sous - Equivalent toapennyorcent. Sotwo
cents. Wort}'x $1 toc{ay

Poke - Paper bag

Clﬁip potatoes - Hot chips (fries) invented }33 the
Belgfans ini770

Cauldron - Largc cooking pot

Potatoe chips ~Hot clﬂiPs (fries) as above
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New page
Transcription

& putthemina “Pokc” of paper. We had to emPI03 a boy to do our shopping of these as it was taboo for a Sister
to crowd in amongst the “T ommies” as there were so many bad tales about ~ we used to eat them with our fingers
going home in the dark. The occasional peeps at the big men of that time! Sir John [French was housed in a
beautiful white Chateau on the hill near Blendecques ~ The Frince of Wales often billeted there also. One day
we saw Siir John saying farewell to the troops nearby. [is Majesty the King, General Joffre, Mr Asquith, | ord
Charles Beresford , Sir William Robertson were there at different times. One Sunday evening | sat behind the
Frincc of Walcs in the little Mi]itary Church ~ another Sundag evening | noticed the ]:rcnch Pcoplc were cxcitcd[g
gazing ata young Priest riding a Push bicydc over the cobble stones — it was the Frincc of Walcs!! Wc went in late
Purposclg hoPing to be invited into the Prince’s pew which is after all only a long form? with a back to it. One evening

a Sister came in late & the Prince w]—n'spcrcc] to Sir William Robertson who beckoned her

Foke - Paper bag
T aboo -~ [Forbidden

Sister- Nurse

T ommies - Englis!‘) soldiers

Sir John French - Farl of YPres (Commander of the PBritish [Jome [Force.

Chateau - Magbe Chateau De Westhove in Blenc{ecques France

Blcndecques - An area J kilometres south east of Saint Omer

Prince of Wales - Future King I dward V||| who abdicated for his love of Wallis Simpson. ( Edward Albert, Christian,
George, Andrew, Patrick, David Windsor)

His Majestg the King~ King George V. King of the United Kingclom. (George, Frederick, | rnest, Albert Winsor) SPouse
Queen Marg of Teck.

General Joffre -~ Marshal (General Joseph Jacques (Cesare. Joffre served as (Commander in (Chief of the [French forces.
Mr Asquith - ]L—‘lcrbert f—‘lenr}j Asquith, Frime Minister of the Um'tec! Kingclom.

|_ord Charles Beresford — Admiral Charles William de la Poer Beresford, Baron of Beresford.

Sir William Robertson - Sir William Robert Robertson, [Field Marshal, Chief of the ]mPerial General Staff. On|9 British
soldier to ever go from Private to !ﬂighest Britislﬁ office of [Field Marshal.

Mi[itary church - Maybe (athedrale Notre-Dame de Saint Omer

French - Born or from [France

Priest - Frobably dressed as a monk in robes

(Cobble stones - Bui!ding material based on cobble sized stones. (]sed for paving. Bumpy surface.

Prince’s pew —~ Long bench seat in the Mf!itarg church on which the Prince was sitting.

Form -~ Bcnch?

Sister ~ Nurse
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New page
Transcription

to come & sit beside them ~ She luckg thing shared a |13mn book with the Prince. [ e seemed to be crjoging himself
scuttiing along the Cobblestoncs one night ona Pusl"u bike — what a break away from red taPcl

1. Consternation in the camp when 18 or so of us went in to breakfast in a hugc marquee ~ we all wore our
Australian red capes & as the matron a rcgular Anng sister was the onlg one to wear a red cape she very much
resented this scarlet intrusion & as soon as we swallowed the last mouth full of breakfast we were “on the mat” &
red capes were put back in our kit bags until she wrote to War office. \We were the first Australians togoto France
& later on of course the rcgulars had to swallow the nasty Pi“ when hundreds wore the scarlet. AH the same this
“Pukkcn” matron was a very fine woman even t]—:ougl—: she did build a brick wall around herself. An Jrishwoman of fine
build with ﬂowing red hair (not pretty with the afore mentioned Scarlet Capc) which 133 the way was unknown? with
several ribbons the South African & two |talian ribbons. She had been stationed

Hgmn book - Or r‘lgmnal. A religious song book.

Prince - The Prince of Wales. Future King = dward V||| who abdicated the throne for his love of Wallis Simpson.(Albert,
Christian, George, Andrew, Patrick, David Windsor)

Cobblestones - Puilding material based on cobble sized stones. (sed for paving. Bumpy surface.

Red tape — Kules and regulations

Austra[fan red capes —~ Tl’xe capes of the Australian Armg Nursing SSWicc (AANS) nurses was red but so were the

capes of the Enghsl’x nursin

- .
s SEervices.

Matron -~ Acting Frincipa[ Matron [Helena f#]artigan RRC.( Rogal Red Cross RRC aservice decoration)

Scarlet - Tl’xe Australian capes were “scarlet” a form of red.

On the mat — ln trouble

Kit bags — Pags in which Kit and uniform, rubber boots, co”apsi}ple bath, basin, mattress, spirit stove, kettle, towels, food etc
etc was kePt.

War office - Dcpar‘tment of the Pritish (Government responsiblc for the Pritish Armg 1857 - 1964

Australians — Feople born in or from the continent of Australia.

[France - Country of western E_uropc. Paris is the capital.

Scarlet — Deep red scarlet capes

Pukken — Origina”g written as “Pucl«in” but we know what she meant. Still can’t use the |~ word. See also Diarg page 70
[rishwoman - [Jelena Har’cigan was from [reland. See also character page xxx She also signecl Diarg page 100.

5outh African — South African ribbon for her service in the Boerwar. And Jtalian ribbon for her service there.

Jtalian ribbons — Awarded for service to the [talian Republic‘ Red, White and (Green.
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at Ma]ta when the Messina cart]-lciualce occurred & all the nurses there were rushed across to he|P the stricken
]ta]ians. An excellent Iinguist too, she was. J o my horror | caught her eyeina fingcric sl’uoP in St Ohmer, as | was
bcgging the Frcnch gir‘ to “Par/c Jentement?”! Owing to our unusual uniform some ]:rcncl"a men asked one of our
number “what cxactlg were we?” A&cr scanning her little E_ng. Frcnch c]ictionarg which she carried in her hand she
told him she was a “nourrice” which lzwcing interPrctcd means a wet nursel

That reminds me of a time in Havrc a couplc of Years later when we should have known bct’ccr, anothcrgir‘ & ] saw
a hugc sign across a house “sagc»-{:cmmc” we thoug['\t here was a chance to have some fun & have our fortunes told
but upon ta“cing to Madamc to our horror & also amusement she told us 5agc—f:cmmc meant Midwi{:c! Amctcr that

we bought a book on French idioms.

Malta - T he rePublic of Malta an island country between North Africa and Sicily. Language Maltese and Eng]ish.
Messina earthquake ~ Occurred on 28 December 1908 in Sicily and Calabria. Pyetween 75,000 and 82,000 People died.
(ities of Messina and Reggio (alabria almost destrogec{.

Jtalians — Feople born or from Jtaly. Sicily and Calabria are in Jtaly,

Linguist ~-A person skilled in Ianguages.

Lingerie ~Womer’s under wear and night clothes. On Diary page 60 Priscilla talks about bu\zjing her sister Rubg a “Robe
de Nuit” on chncsday 21 Ju]g 1915 in S5t Omer.

St Omer - Saint Omerin [rance | he (General [ead Qparters Cﬁ#]Qoxc the Pritish Expec{itionary Force 1914 -
1916

French - Bornin or from [France

Farle lentement — Speak slow]3

Eng. French dictionarg ~ Pook that translates English words into [Trench

[Havre - Major port city of northern [France on the Englis% channel.

Maclame - Laclg of the house

French idioms — A common word or Phrase with a cultura”g understood meaning as well as a literal meaning,. Examp[e; ]t is

raining cats and clogs an Englisl’l idiom. |dioms are often unique to a culture in this case [French. idioms
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The orderlg officer one night was begged to attend to two confinements at a housejust begond the hospita] gates.
As soon as he retumned two rather distressed Scrgcants Prcscntcc] themselves to him, saluted & asked with
concern about the two Paticnts. He was able to assure them all was well & each of the ]:rcnclw girls had a little
F_nglish Piccaninng as common|3 known amongst the peasants.

I~ nd of section of 6 pages.

Orderlﬂ ~ Attendant in a hosPital resPonsib!e for non-medical care of Patients and the maintenance of order and cleanliness
Confinements — | he condition of being in childbirth

Sergeants ~ From | atin “one who serves”. Refers to a non ~commissioned officer above the rank of Corpora[.

French - Girls born in or from [France.

[Cnglish - |n this case born to a parent who was born in oris from [_ngland

Ficcaninnfj — A small black, coloured or Aboriginal child or babg. (Used in slang as tiny or babg‘ |n this case English baby.

Feasants - Worl(ers, usua”g on the land and of low social standing‘

[N
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+ Soon rcmcugces evacuated ~ British T ommies infectious diseases ~ cerebro spinal meningitis worst Wards called
after members of Belgian Royal family. The Cerebro Sp. Ward was the Marie Jose Ward. Princess Marie Jose
was a pretty little girl of 6 or 7 then with a mop of fair curls ~ | often used to see her at [Hardelot where she was
staying for a time with an E_nglish (Governess. At Hardelot there was a dclig]wt{:ul rest home fornurses in chargc of
La&g Gifford ~ it had origina“g beena shooting |oclgc of the Duke oFArgglc’s — wonderful Fumishings & Picturcs
in forest of Pincs in sand as it was near the sea on|3 1 Vamiles away. Marie Jose is now married to the C rown Prince
of ]ta]g,

Thereis anote at the bottom of this page which says Frince of Wales at Church etc.

Re)cugees evacuated — Re]cugees moved further behind the lines

British T ommies - | think she means the Pritish soldiers with the worst diseases were moved further behind the lines.
|nfectious disecases- Discases which are easi|3 sPread to other PeoPle

Cerebro spinal meningitis — Pacterial discase, inflammation of the spinal membranes very serious and can lead to death.
Belgian Kogal Familg - Emporer [ranz Joseplﬁ | of Austria 18%0-1916 who was 46 years older at 62 when he married his
Queen who was 16 years. Queen [ lisabeth of Pavaria 1876~ 1965 a qualhcied nurse, (Children LeoPo]cl 1901 -~ 198%
later King Lcopolcl ”] s Cl‘narlcs 190% - 1983 Count of F|andcrs, Marie 1906 — 2001 later the last decn of Italg.
(Cerebro SP Ward - Cerebro Spinal Ward

Marie José ~ Princess Marie, José, Charlottc, Sophic, [Henriette, (Gabrielle 1906 ~ 2001 | ater the Ist Qpcen of ltalg for
34 dags in Mag i946. Known as the May deen.

Little gir| of 6 or 7~ The Princess was in fact 9 years of agein 1915.

[Hardelot - F’icturesque coastal town of [Trance §6kms west south west of St Omer

English governess — English woman employed to teach and train children in Private families. (Nannies look after Physical
needs)

Laclg Gifford - Lacly Sophia (Catherine Gifford (nee Street) Convalescent [Jome for nurses at [ ardelot of which she is
Matron. Fropertg owned and loaned bg the Duchess of Argg!e the Princess | ouisa and is also called the Frincess | ouisa
Conva]csccnt fﬂomc.

Duke of Arggle - Jol’m, George, E_clwarc], Henrg, Douglas, Sut}weﬂancl Campbc” the 9”’ Dul(e of Arggle 1845 —~1914.

i 2 miles — 2.4 kilometres.

Is now married — Thcg were married in 1 930. Dxd Frisci”a write these notes on or after 1 93507

Crown Prince of ]ta|3 — Umberto, Nicola , ] ommaso, (iovanni, Maria di Savoia 1904-1983 (11 years in1915) an on|3
child. Bccamc the last King of Italg in May 1946. Rulcc{ for 34 days before Mussolini took over the government. Was known
as the Mag King‘

Prince of Wales at Church - Magbc areminder that she saw the Prince at the church as described see also Attachment
One 5 & 6and Diarg pages 57 & 58.
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5. T hen came the Battle of | ocos onlg about 20 miles away ~ as near to us as Ballan or thereabouts. Mg first noise
of war. Constant shelling day & night & our hosp. was turned at last into military for wounded. T ents sprang up like
mushrooms. | was put in charge of 90 beds ~ in six big marquees with one orderly, 1 VAD. Our own Base?Hosp.
accommodates about 200 pts at most. And here | had 90.

6. Then | was sent to Bethune only 5 miles behind firing line ~ a C.C.S here the noise of war was fairy continuos.
] got used to bombs Fa“ing as the enemy very often bombed the rai|wag station which was railhead. T wo enormous
Pritish guns were in a wood close to the town & when they were fired ~ well words fail to convey the deafening noise
also the mental effect it had on one. My first impression of this town was that a giant had walked up & down & with

an enormous slcdgc hammer had battered with all his might -no glass in windows. [Jere we learn of | ord Kitcheners

death and | attended memorial service in opera house attended 133 French, British & allied troops.

Battle of Loos - Tl’\e Battle of Loos en Gohe”e
Saturday 25 September 1915 to [riday 8 October
1915

20 miles away -~ 20 miles or 32 kilometres away from
where? Saint Omer was /1 kms away from the battle and
Bet)’rune was 20 kms from the battle so we should assume
Bet)’rune‘

Ballan - A town 39 kilometres from Ballarat, Priscilla’s
home in Australia.

5%@”ing~ Arti”ery shells from largc guns/cannons
kilometres away.

Hosp. - Hospital

Militar5 - C}’xangec{ from treating re{:ugecs and sick to
treating wounded soldiers.

Marquccs - Large tents

Orc‘erlg ~ Attendant in a hospital resPonsible for non-
medical care of patients and the maintenance of order and
cdeanliness

VAD - \/oluntary Aid Dctachmcnt. \/oluntarg civilians
Provic{ing nursing care a!ongsicle mi|itar3 nurses. [ncludes
Rec{ Cross VAD’S

Pts — FPatients

BCH’IUHC — Town 54 kilometres from St Omer.

5 miles behind the Firing line — 5 milcs/S kilometres from
the battle . I assume she went from BCH’IUH@ 20kms from

January 2020

the front to a CCS 8 kilometres from the front where the
ncw!g wounded were treated.

CCHS- 3 %rd Casua|t3 Clearing Station

Bombs - Explosive weapon that uses an cxp]osive
material to Provide an extreme and violent release of
energy. Often dropped from planes.

Bombed - T o have cxplosive bombs ciroPPecl on you
from an aircraft

Railhead - FPointin a rai[way system where good
(wounded soldiers) are transferred or loaded.

I” normous British guns —~ Extrcmclg big arti”cr5 canons
Formciring large shells on the enemy

Dca}ccning noise — An cxtrcme!g loud noise. Louc]
cnougl’l to make you deaf.

Giiant - ]maginarg or mgthical bcing of human form but

superlﬂuman strengtl’l ancUumbo, immense size.

| ord Kitchcncr~ Ficld Marshal | ord Kitchcner -
Secretar3 of State of War

Mcmorial service ~ A service held to memorialize a

deceased person with their boclg not Present.

Opera [House - Frobablg the Opera [House in Li”e 39
kilometres from Bethune.
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7. My first experience of gas. Frcliminarg precautions had been taken . (Gas masks & dill. Carry masks. Became
careless. Dag gas came no one with masks. T heatre work here ~ laging out dead all dag & niglwt of 1t day of gas
Always crops up thoughts of place & square in middle of town & on market day ~ unknown? of flowers amongst
vegetables & dairy produce. PBuy first unknown? clumps of them in earth in flower for two pence.

8. Pack to base hospital on coast near Bolougne § for 15 months. Hard work mostly theatre work. Worst winter
during war that of 1916~ 17. [ verything frozen for 3 weeks. Snow for hot water bottles etc. [Flowers frozen in
vases —~fountain pen ink frozen whilst wearing.? it didnt care if | died. [Fell in snow drift one night duty & didn’t want
to get up. Dun’ng this time had leave to Englanc], Devon, Somerset & Cornwa" in carlg sPn'ng. Back again
refreshed. | unch with Kogaltg at fJardelot Hospital on cliff ~ huts ~ saw wreck on rocks 5 men clinging to masts

‘FOF hOUI‘S

Note in margin “Queen of |- ngland’s inspection”
gL 5 P

(Gas - Chlorine gas was first used }33 the (Germans at
Yprcs in April i915. Subscqucnt gases were Mustard
gas, Bromine gas and Fhosgene gas.

Gas masks — Frisci”a also calls them gas helmets. Metal hat
with face mask and breathing apparatus for main Poison
gases Phosgene and mustard gas

Drill = FPractise when and how to use the gas mask

Masks ~ See gas masks

Laying out dead -~ When a soldier dies theg are still a
Patient we will wash the bodg, comb their hair and dress
them in clean uniform. Nurses still talk to them, use their
names and tell them what they are doing. Jt is an act of
dignity.

Pase Hospital ~The 8th 5tatfonar5 Hospital Wimereux a
coastal town on the English channel 7 kilometres north of
Bolougne.

Bolougnc - A coastal town in northern [rance.
Dcparture Point for travel across the E_nglisl’l channel
Thcatre work — Worldng in the oPcrating theatre. Sce
page 254 for Photograph.

Snow for hot water bottles — Because all quuic] water was

frozen presume snow was Put or melted for water bottles.

January 2020

Snow drift - Wind moving light snow and dePositing a
mound of snow usually against an object or wall

[ eave ~ Maybe 8/11/1916 to 22/11/1916 see also
page 272

Iingland - Country part of (United Kingdom.

Devon, Somcrset & Comwa“ - Counties in south west
E_ngland

Rogaltg ~Maybe the decn of Fortugal and /or the
Duchess of Argﬂle the claughter of deen Victoria.
Sec also page 78

[Hardelot — A coastal town on the Eng[ish channelin
France i3 kilometres soutln oF Bolougne.

[Hardelot — Coastal resort with unspoi!t sandy beaches
and forests in northern [France 1% kilometres south of
Bolougne

Hospital on cliff - Froba}.ﬂg No 25 (General Hospita| in
[Hardelot staffed }35 Australian nurses and English
doctors.

S} Q;Jeen of England’s lnspection - This refers to
chen Mar9 of Teck, the English chen’s visit to a
l’xospftal in Bolougne where [riscilla was Presente& to the
Queenon Fric{aﬂ 6 Julg 1916. See also Photo on page
252
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9. Further up the line rather uneventful 4 or 5 months ~ quieter’? Pcriod Then came request for training in
anaesthetics my name acccPtcc] . [ xcitement when leave for south of ]:rancc was Possiblc. ]:ortnigl']t in }:rcnch
Riviera amongst all the wonderful Placcs one had read about & longcd to visit. 5Pin'ts clamPcc] when American g,iAs
said we were like 5a|vation army lassies.

/0. Bac[c to Amiens O-a wonclchu“g interesting town with one of the most beautiful Cathc&ra]s in E_uropc. Onlg
5 weeks here but what a 5 weeks ~ numbers of sisters were waiting here to be sent to C.C.S’s as there was a big
strife? coming, This was the big Fight to end the war 1918. Bombardment of Amiens night after night & then
evacuation nigl'ﬂ: before ~ all ]ights were out & doctors & nurses going about with torches or candles giving relief
with the thodcrmic syringes. Never Forgct it. — it was like hell let loose. Hospita] trains in station were shelled &

bombed - drivers of French trains deserted their posts & so held up the line & our l—rosp, trains could not getout of

station. Next morning- orders for evacuation 20 minutes — rumours (3ermans

o Note in margin of this page “met my husband here?

Anaesthetics — Ac{ministering medications that block the
Feeling of Pain bg causing unconsciousness which allows
surgical Procedures to be undertaken.

French Riviera — Mediterranean coast of south eastern
France. G|amorous beach resorts of Saint:rropez and
Cannes. [riscilla onleave 20218 to /3,18
American girls —~ American nurses

SHalvation army lasses —~ Assume theg were being
clerogator3 about thcirgrcg uniforms with the scarlet
banc{ing.

Amiens — Citg of northern [Trance on the Somme river.
(Cathedrals - The Cathedral Pasilica of Our Lac{g of
Amiens or simplg Amiens (athedral. Seat of the
Bishop of Amiens. ( (athedrale Notre-Dame

D’ Amiens)

Sisters — Nurses

CCHs- Casualtg Clcaring Stations

Strife — Conflict, trouble, clhcmcicu!tg

Bombardmcnt - Maybe arti”cry shells from big
guns,/cannons or bombs from aircraft droppecl on the
town

Hypoc{crmic syringes — Injections of Probablg morphinc

to relieve Pain‘

January 2020

r—iospital trains — Trains used as hospitals to treat and
transport wounded soldiers to other land - based
hospitals.

Shelled - Artillery shells from large guns/cannons
kilometres away c{ropped on town

Bombed -~ Pombs explosive devises clroPPed from
aircraft

Hosp. trains — | rains used as hospitals to treat and

transport wounded  soldiers to other land - based
hospitals.
E_vacuation 20 minutes - Urgent escape, remova[,

expulsion, shhcting in 20 minutes.

(Germans - | he E_nemg (German trooPs/soHicrs

O “met my husband here” ~Thcrc were a signi}cicant number
of British, Australian, [French and other troops at the
front at this time of the war and Friscilla may have been
describing the bombardment and evacuation of Amiens at
the beginning of the “Michael” assault 233 the (Germans
with their objective being Amiens and which destrogcd
2000 builc{ings inaweekin Amiens around the 27th March
and 4t April i918 . Priscilla’s service record shows she
was working at the 4274 Stationerg Hospital in Amicr\s at
this time. (see Service }‘listorg)

Was Cyril Tcrrencc Char|es Kirbg c]cuccnc{ing the
(German assault cluring the “Michael” campaign?
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jUSt over the hill. Sisters in ambulances going to CCSss returning ~ what had been I—msp. now in (German hands.
Ovur hosp. crowded to overflowing receiving more & more doctors nurses from further up ~ arriving just in what they
stood in. When one had time to look out of windows we saw hordes of Pcoplc in the strects —~ prisoner? labour
battalions ? chinese etc [rench family with all belongings in carts ~ old women leading cows etc acroplanes onlorrys
being taken back to safety. WWe were all paid 150 francs ~ this was to ensure all having a little money in case we were
taken prisoner. [asty packing ~ leave all behind except attaché case. [ very patient given morphine & put into
ambulances — 2 sisters in each. Long drive Abbcvi”c & entrained to [Javre. We thouglwt end of war & that we’d be

in E_nglancl next dag

Sisters — Nurses

s —~ (asualt earing Otations. [~ arly treatment site for wounded soldiers. Priscilla indicating that they are
CCos-C lty CI L) [ary f ded sold Priscilla ind g that they
returning Proba}jlg because the Fighting is getting too close.
HOSP - Hospital
German - | he enemy soldiers born in or from Germang, ]nclicating the CC& hospita|s closer to the front have been taken
over by the Germar\s
Doctors nurses from further up —~ Doctors and nurses from the CCS’S taken bg the Germans returning/evacuating
[Hordes - Large numbers
Prisoner, labour battalions, Chinese —~ Withdrawal of these groups from the front line ahead of the (German advance
Aeroplanes on lorrgs — Corrcctl\zj Lorry’s. Aeroplancs loaded on four wheeled trucks ]Deing driven from the front
150 francs — APProximatelg worth $700 Australian todag‘
Frisoner— Fcrson capturecl and kcpt confined bg the enemy
Attache case - A small thin suitcase
Morpl‘nine - Opiatc based Pain medication to alleviate strong and severe Pain‘
Abbeville — The track head 84 kilometres from Pethune travelled there b\zj ambulances
I ntrained to [Havre - Tal(en i70 kilometres bg train from Abbeville to the major French port city of Havre a cleparturc
Point for crossing the English channel.
We thoug)’rt end of war — Wc tl‘uought it was the end of the war and that we were defeated.
Englanc{ - Countrg which is part of the umted Kingc{om. Capita| city is | ondon.
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7O ComPcnsation for what we'd lost & our? new uniforms etc & it was here | was trained in anaesthetics. T hen
up the line to Frevent C..C.S. tent hospital ~ pretty place with camouflaged tents below ground surface.
Unknown? all around. Marques had been used for |ndian unknown? unknown? unknown? down to base again near
the sea ~ giving anaesthetics for nearly year. Change from nursing, Armistice night - convoy arriving ~ could not
believe war was over. [” veryone singjing beating trays blowing whistle ~ my fecling was too deep for any outward
sign. | felt so thankful that just wanted to give thanks. T hen followed a wait of months for demobilisation. T ravelled
on my 9t & last trip across Eng Channel with Admiral E)cattg & Queen of Romania . [Followed a month in
wonderful 2000 bed hosp. in |_ondon a marvel of a place with every conceivable convenience. [Flome on a small ship
called the Rhoda which had been commandeered by us from Germans &

[-nd of section of 6 pages and end of the extra pages

Compensation ~ Reimbursement, repayment

naesthetics — ministering medications that block the reeling of pain causing unconsciousness which allows surgica
Anacsthetics - Ad ¢ med hat block the feeling of pain by causing hich allows surgical
Procec{ures to be undertaken.
Frevernt C.C.S. - Friscilla worked at 1 9&’ Casualtg Clearing Station from 30,/7,/18 to 5,/9,/18 in | revent a small city in
northern France 64 kilometres south of St Omer.
Camouﬂagec{ ~Hide or clisguise or conceal existence of the tents
Marques — Marquces or Iargc tents.
Armistice night ~The night of Armistice c{ag. The clag the war ended Monday i1 Novemberi918
Conv05 arriving — Agroup of motor vehicles and/or sl’xips travc”ing togetl’ucr‘ Assume to remove them from [France.
Admiral Beatt9 - SirDavid Richard Beattg (1°tF ar Bcatty) Admiral of the [Fleet.
chen of Romania - Marie of Romania. Marie Alexanc{ra Victoria 1875-1938, also Marie of E_clfnburgh was part of the
British Rogal Familg before her marriage. She was the last Qpeen of Romania. A quali\ciec{ nurse who worked cluring the
first world war.
Hosp - Hospfta!
Rhocla — Hospital Transport HT Roda or Steam Ship 55 Roda. Le]ct London on Saturday 8 May 1919. Other
nurses also on board. Examplc Fileen King from the Orontes.
Commandeered ~ Seized, taken or confiscated

Gcrmans — Tl’lﬁ cnemg tl’le German ]COT‘CCS
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Attachmcnt Two (l ) ~ ]sabc“a’s letter

Side 1 of aletter from |sabella (Belle) Wardle to her daughter [riscilla. Priscilla may have kept this letter because it may have been |sabella’s
last letter to Priscilla before she passed away in the early hours of Sunday the 11t of June 1916 [sabella had been ill for some time.
Notes
i The word and has been substituted for the symbol & to make reading easier. ( Priscilla also did this when writing her diary)
i. Shaded words have page notes below thee transcription
iii. Words followed by a question mark 7 are a best guess.
iv. Where the word unknown is entered the word(s) could not be identified

“For comP]c’cc accuracy referto the original Jetter

[_cttcrﬁl’c%c J - [ ranscription

Waverley
May 34 1916
Mg dearest [riscilla

Amjust home after my bath. F ttie went out with us. She always goes for the drive and she does
enjoy it too. T his afternoon she and F thel B have gone to see Miss DPodycomb?and then she is going 5hopping
Sheis making a little coat for Billg. Bess and he were here last night. Vic was at an exam?}Je has all this week at
them, dad gives him every afternoon off. Old Mrs?_John 7 Stewart?is giving a social at McArthur 7 St Church?
and invited dad and |. Onlg dadis going, ] am better but could notgojust yet. Had such a nice letter from FOPP.H?'
Foor Auntg Ec“c would very like]y geta letter of Jaclcs to—-clay that must be hard. [ ttie gotone from [ ustace to-
day he met JEER over there. BB has her washerwoman to-dag ( A good day) [BINE and RUBY are......

writing now is sideways on the Jeft hand side of side 1

... invited up to a party at Fcaﬂfﬂcﬂs E to—-night.Aumgy?has to goaway earlier than she intended. The boatgocs

writing is now sideways at the top of side 1

....... Kubg and Bcss are at /t(g’s? this afternoon. [_/z A//an? is cngagcd Lots of love mother.

E_xplanations see next 2 pages

Attachmcnt Two (l) ~ ]sabc“a’s letter
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Frisci”a Wzardle Diary | ranscription
Y P

Explanations Side 1
Wavcr[cg - One of the Wardle Fami!y homes in ba”art which still stands todag

May % 1916—Wednesda3 b Ma3 1916

Ettic»lsabe”a’s sister in law and aunty to Frisci”a. Marie [~ sther ([T ttie) Wardle in 1916 aged 57 years.. Married to Wi”iam
I dward Burbidge in 1884. Moved from Pallarat to Ggmpie in Qpeensland in 1893 where William became Mayor in1910.
Name sometimes spc”ed as Burbridgc Frisci”a’s cousin Bcrgl I mma Burbidge 1902-1988 the youngest of [ ttie’s nine
children also became a nurse and matron in the second world war and awarded the OB

She - [ ttie see above

Ethcl B - Frobablg [ thel M39 Burbiclgc [ ttie’s sister in law. Agcd 40in 1916 born and lived in Ba”arat.

Miss Bodgcomb ~ Not identified

Bi[lg - Two year old grandson Henrg Gcorgc J]an (Blug) Wardle (2 years old) Priscilla’s ncpl‘ncw. Son of Priscilla’s brother
Henrg Victor (Vic) Wardle and Pessie { nee | ason) rﬂenry George Jan (Bl”fj) Wardle born with brain damage in1914 and

diedin 1926 agec{ 12 years.

Pess - Frobabl9 |sabella’s daughter inlaw and Priscilla’s sister in law Pessie [ ason wife of Henr3 Victor (Vic) Wardle
Priscilla’s brother

Vic ~ Son Henry Victor (Vic) Wardle brother to Friscilla

Dad - Her husband Henry Thomas (Harry) Wardle , Priscilla’s father
Old Mrs John Stewart —~ Not found

Social ~ A dance. Social evening.

McArthurst Cl‘lurclﬁ - Currently the umting Churchbutini1916 Probably the Methodist (Church on the corner of
McArthur and Neill Streets , Soldiers [Hill in Pallarat.

FOPPH —~ Nurse Ec{ith (Foppg) Fopplewc“ - Family friend Bom in N/ but brought up in Ba”arat and completed Nursing
training in Ba”arat. Ser\/ed for NZ in E_ggpt. Famous for her Marquette sinking actions.

FoorAuntic Bcuc ~ |sabella Allan (nee Reed) Iiving in Western Australia. Mother o{:\)ack Gac{sbg Allan killed in E_ggpt

three weeks before Isabe”a wrote this letter.

Attachmcnt Two (l) ~ ]sabc”a’s letter

Explanations Side 1
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Frisci”a \/\/ardle L)iarg Tmranscription

Jacks — Jack Gadsby Allan son of [sabella (Belle) Allan

[ ustace - ]sabe”a’s nephew " ustace Warc”c Burbidge son of ]sabc”a’ sisterin law Marie [= sther ( [ ttie) Burbic[gc (nee
Wardle) and cousin to Priscilla.

Jcan ~ |sabella’s daughter\)anet Merton Uean) Wardle 1886 - 1977 30 years oldin 1916 sister to Priscilla. Married the
month before to Thomas Al]crcc] Scueck,

Olivc - Daughter Maggie Olive Wardle sister to Priscilla

Kuby ~ Daughter Rubg /\gnes Vivian Wardle 1893 - 1928 Priscilla’s sister. 23 years oldini916 Kubfj diedinacar
accident in 1928 agcd 35 years.

Fcarl Egcr’s - Not identified
Auntg — Frobably Marie Esther (Ettie) Burbfdge (Nee Warc”e) going to Qpeensland. (Ggmpie)
boat ~ T o Prisbane or Ggmpie

]vg’s - Frobablg niece Nellie Ivg Allan (27 3ears>, daughter of |sabella’s brother William Jvie Allan. Born in Pallarat in 1889
and died in Ba”arat in 1975(8 6) cousin to [riscilla

LizA"an - F’robably niece | _izzie Allan (34) daughtcr of |sabella’s brother\)ames Allan. Bornin Ba”arat in 1882 and died
in Mont FPark Hospita| in 1945 (63) cousin to Priscilla, Married Sgc{neg Bouse)ciclcl Tathumin1916.
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rri:‘)d”a Wa rdle Dia ry Tmranscription

Attachmcnt Two (2.) ~ ]sabc”a’s letter

i T he word and has been substituted for the symbol & to make reading easier. ( Frisci”a also did this when writing

her diarg)
ii. Shadccl words have notes below.

fii. Words followed bg a question mark 7 are a best guess.

iv. Where the word unknown is entered the word(s) could not be identified

”/: or comp/ctc accuracy P/casc refer to the ong/'na/ Jetter”

[ etter Side 2 - 7_ran5cr7’pt/bn

..-,MrMadscn?]'las gone and a new and very fine Minister in7his Placc. The Churchis Fi"ccljust as it was when

Minister [Hobard? was here. F ttie does a lot of sewing, and Fancg work etc.? Olivc and Kuby are very good in

going out with her when | do not go- Harry drove [ ttie and Olivc down to the Alred hall? |ast nigl‘it ~-toa fzancy?
fowl show. [t was more the drive that [ ttie went for. After thcg had been there a while Olive and she left dad. and

went for a drive as faras unknown and thcn back for dad and ]’IC drove thcm home and went back for |1is two Fowls

ard) +t[1.

God blcss youmy Prccious daug}'ltcr is thc constant prayer omcyour Ioving mothcr.

Bc"c Warc“c

E_xplanations Side 2

MrMadsen - Not found

Minister Hobard -~ Not found

E ttie - |sabella’s sister in law and aunty to [riscilla. Marie
[~ sther ([ ttie) Wardle in 1916 aged 57 years.. Married to
William |~ dward Burbidge in 1884. Moved from PBallarat
to Gympie in Queensland in 1893 where William became
Magor in 1910. Name sometimes spclled as Purbridge.
Priscilla’s cousin Beryl [ mma Burbidge 1902-1988 the
youngest of [ ttie’s nine children also became a nurse and
matron in the second world war and awarded the OB .
Olive ~-Daughter Maggie Olive Wardle sister to Friscilla

January 2020

Ruby ~-Daughter Ruby Agnes Vivian Wardle sister to
Priscilla

Harry ~ Her husband Henry Thomas (Harry) Wardle
and FPriscilla’s father

Alfred hall = Corner of Cutis and Grenville streets.
Demolished in 1956

Fancy fowl show ~ Probably fancy chicken breeds

She - [ ttic - See explanations page 1

Dad - Her husband [Henry T homas (Harry) Wardle and
Priscilla’s father

Fowls 34, 4% - |t means [Harry’s Fowls were placed third

and fourth in the show.

Page 242




Frisci”a Wardle Diarg Transcription

g %M

—_ } Lot /3“/f/(

S ——

: /‘ L9 <coriH- Mww/w//
K Aty Lmwgal- amd e newrd
e was Hhe oleanil L Correne Kt ever budll evpu i
an-m%wu‘w a.d»z.«‘q.wﬁ L/JJ"A‘ ws all
Mewer olowe wumhm&& e wwos b Zeoll Hoppo
wndl Tz T waded. and the ol fe Mfw
Mwmpfﬁm.qbu«yyumamam{m
el Puaplo \/Mm/{\.u. é—-d; wohone & Sk~ sdresn b dorrior
¥ Lodad fooind A5 Lee of mwuwycﬂb'—.lw-%ﬁt Cowdh
War ¥ wsank AL Posret aray /mm;..sz Ao Ockoek gumdas
| Lo Aast &7 VW At al—sipdd- aud
M dean Cobs v Aa oy /h,-..a/?, W.,‘/ 3 seleek 400
Ao mmnvj-d«h Ay ot e l&M«y.ﬂM.M’
NS 05l g it ol T e gy st bl
Jhcke T A oo Adivee unt aayw%: wrddﬁ‘dé«./ar’v.
auw‘(.,.',.,) o Aun Tumlee w day and s Moy Heaurradl cobs &
@ dean girk llo\:j/‘tu lesd el Bews Willin Loved Joue bud- T

AN

Januarg 2020 Fagc 243




rrisd”a Wardle Dia ry Tﬂranscripi‘i(m

Attachmcnt Thrc:c (I ) - Harrq’s Lcttc:r

| _etterfrom Priscilla’s father Tﬂenrg T homas (rﬂarrg) Wardle imcorming Priscilla that her mother had died.

“For complcte accuracy Plcasc referto the on'ginal letter”

[_cttcr F art ]/

AWaverley?
Dawson St
Ballarat
June 13~1916
My Dear Friscilla

|t is with great sorrow & regret | have to write you to-night and convey the news of the death of
3ourloving mother and my darling wife She was the dearest little woman that ever breathed even in her sickness &
weakness she was a shining light to us all the dear lamb alwags done cvcrything that was good and never done
angone harm her aim in life was to feed the poor and clothe the naked and she will be missed by hundreds whom she
helped to make life casy for some poor child or old people | miss her to-day when | sat down to dinner | looked
round to see if ma was getting hers but the couch was vacant She Passccl away Pcaccmcu”g 4+ o'clock 5undag
morning We had |_ucy Pennett nursing her at night and the dear gjrls in the day Monday fortnight 3 o’clock in the
morning she cry out to me oh [Jarry | have strained myself We all got up and got the fire going and put hot packs
to her ever since until she passed away We had Dr Champion attending to her twice a day and nurse Lucy

Bennett who is a dear girl doing her best and dear Mother loved her but the ....

Harrq’s letter ~ Parti ~ E_xplanation notes
Wavcrlc —~ One of the Wardle family homes which still stands today at 215 Dawson St Ba”arat.
Y Y Y
Ba“arat~A city in the State of Victoria, Australia made famous by the |~ ureka stockade and gold mining in 1 854-
Y Y g 2
June 13 1916~ Tuesday 15 June 1916
Wi{:c — |sabella (nee Allan) Wardle, Priscilla’s mother
4 o’cdock Sunc!ay morning — 4 am 5unda3 11 June 1916

Monday fortnight 3 o’clock -~ 3 am Monday 29 May 1916
Harry ~ Priscilla’s father [Henry T homas (Harry) Wardle
Dr Champion ~ Dr William John Champion

Lucy Bennet ~N urse | ucy Bennet

_J':mu(a:‘z; 2020 Fage 244




Frisci”a Wardle Diarg Transcription

-

B bosc Catisd o it ot soe had & Ll Ar go. sk ons
umwa ws alt %fav—;.qujfww att ol |
A PRlaenel oan e Gt o P W@ﬂm%
e~ dla ’,&mm%lﬁbw_wﬁ‘ukw&
WMMM&&W%MKM),M;'?&.
AL eonan rw.;_;,.,.;...w..# wrisl A= Wl G Phoddie? 1:’-"'/,-"/.‘.1/‘__.%
Gt~ 1 Ml o Rl ana fz,..w;«/»«..rww«y
S wnth  fon e Wi 7“~ac&...«,.aw&;a¢wm
Pk e desn b prcd= wic e T tt:.cz“.:u;a‘:o«a....a‘j—‘
. a Aot ir-...,..c..(,(._;4u4~41u_4mwf.ma who Krue|
' ,lis«_\/’imwm.‘m,m el rﬂ.‘f.o?,/mé;cv lm:r]
b Tl ol W8S ey dians e an gt badbiria for—
/ &?M@/ade’hW%meQ
w\.\j m:} ff‘wwwm-wr /vw-,um«d /20 W.:‘-\'d-fw
7#-‘0? e ?\..-p wtl voen i Copirseencsintbs Mo doay
Myuwwz.kuu—./ma e au..'.?,«ue—/& 7-%@#&@6@_
MWMM&’TM_'\LMMW '-.7—-{...-[«»4
Wb Didsngiasn. BTG A K Araiin on Al ils Cadpursmein geicd duiak
T,
W liirciry bty wnid M condnlakin daik Asmn A g i
\ ot s il At bast  barslle Aansords G2 gropie.

Januarg 2020 Fagc 245
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Attachmcnt Thrc:c (2) - Harrq’s Lcttc:r

| _etterfrom Priscilla’s father Tﬂenrg T homas ﬁﬂarrg} Wardle imcorming Priscilla that her mother had died.

“For comPlcte accuracy Plcasc refer to the on'ginal letter”

[_cttcr F art2

..... the | ord called for her and we had to let ]-xcrgo. She was a dear lamb to us all always trying & thinl(ing forus all.
|t was her Birthdag on Thursday and we gave her presents and she was so pleased your present came on the very
day . Olive Birthday next day poor dear asked for my fountain pen to write a note but she was unable to so she
said Olive take ten shilling out of the house money for yourself and it will be Bobbie’s 21+ 1 July take out 1 pound
for him and ten shilling for Jean Birthday So will know she was quite clear up to the last And we put the dear to
rest on Mondag Junc the 12 in the old cemetery You will see 133 the paper clips the girls are cnclosing what alot
of friends she had . Sl‘\c was beloved 133 cvcrybody who knew her | will miss her every turn and tonight | am writing
this letter tonight with tears my dear She has left behind her fine good girls & 13035 who love her and will alwags be
able to say that they had a good Mother who never done a wrong thing to anyone. We have received 120 letters &
tclcgrams to&a_g from friends all over the commonwealth . Now dear Pcarl you will know ] will be aln’ght the giﬂs will
be able to kccp the house going and we will look after the living and tl—:ings will have to go on. The poor dear was
orly a few bones [IIEREMBEN told me he never in all his expericnce saw such a thin iving being and the undertaker

never saw angt]—n'ng like it and he had handle hundreds of Pcoplc .....

Harry’s letter — Part 2 — E_xplanation notes

Thel ord~ God
Birthday on Thursday -~ T hursday 8 June 1916
Fountain pen — A pen with a reservoir from which ink flows continuously to the nib’
Ollive - Daughter Maggie Olive Wardle sister to Priscilla
Bobbie’s - Priscilla’s brother Robert Norman \Wardle
1 July ~ Saturday 1 Julyioié
i pound ~ One pound, $2 in current currency. One pound in 1916 is worth $15%.09 dollars today.
Tenshillings ~ Or $1 in current currency. T en shillings in 1916 is worth $76.54 today
Jean Birthday ~ Janet Merton (Jean) Wardle Priscilla’s sister birthday Saturday 22 July 1916
Commonwealth —~ Did [Harry mean T he Commonwealth of Australia, that is from all States of Australia. T he
future “Commonwealth” of Australia, |ndia, New /ealand, (Canada, (Caribbean, Africa, South Africa,
Newfoundland was at that time called the Pritish [~ mpire.
Fear - Harry's nickname for Priscilla

DrChamPion ~DrWilliam John Clﬂampion
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Attachmcnt Thrcc (5) - Harrq’s Lcttcr

| _etterfrom Priscilla’s father Tﬂenrg T homas (ralarrg) Wardle imcorming Priscilla that her mother had died.

“For complctc accuracy Plcasc refer to the on'ginal letter”

[ etter F art3

Bobbie will be going away to Melbourne tomorrow he has Passed his third year and will now be starting his fourth
year | will feel the loss when the house gets quitc and we getinto the ordinarg duties of life again You will be getting

alot of letters and | am not in a condition to write more tonight with love from your loving father

Harrg

Harrq’s letter — Part 3 ~ Explanation notes
Bobbic — Priscilla’s brother Robert Norman Wardle
Mclbournc ~The caPita] city of the state of Victoria in Australia

Third year ~ T he third year of his science clegrce, Robert went on to be a veterinarian.

}:ourt]'l year ~ T he fourth year of his science degrec, Robert went on to be a veterinarian.
Quitc - Frobab]g quiet
Harry — Priscilla’s father T_jenrg T homas (Harry} Wardle
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Attachment Four (1) - Fhotographs, Postcards, Documents, Medals & Badges

Priscilla circa 1915

A studio Portrait thougl'mt to be Prior to her charturc forFrancein 1915
Frisci”a is wearing her Australian Armg Nursing Senvice (,AANS) cape which is all red.

Sheis also wearing her white muslin cap
At her throat Frisci"a is wearing the nurses silver “throat” Army Kising Sun or General Service bac]gc
Note: Australian nurses in \World \War Ohne are the onlg Australian service Persormel to ever be authorised to

wear a silver Rising Sun insignia as a part of their uniform.
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Attachment Four (2) - Fhotographs, Postcards, Documents, Medals & Badges

B N YRR

----

~ (S, 2

Priscilla and friends at No. 7 General HosPital, Saint Omer, France in Julg 1915
CFr‘isci“a would have been agecl 30 in this PhotograPh.)

Australian War Mcmoria| (AWM) FO??O0.00Z (Copyrigl‘xt exPirchPublic domain) Thc official AWM c[cscription is

"/m[onﬂa/ group /Dortra/t of A ustralian nurses of the Quccn A/cxanc/ra s /m/ocr/a/ /\//i//'tarﬂ /\/urs/'ngﬁcrv/cc Keserve outside No. J Gcncra/

Hosp/ta[ At lett rearis Friscilla [sabell Wardle, and stanc//hg second from r/:g/ﬂ' is [ thel /\//ary (FHie) f _/afgrcavc(s). Also in this group but

/:705/’1.‘/’0/75 unknown are: |~ Cumm/ng,- /< [erriot: /\//ary Lougﬁron; / /</ng,~ /\/c//ic Weston Crommc//n. I o//ow/ng the death of her brother

1942 Frivate [~ rnest YWalter Hafgrcavc(s) in 1918, [ thel | _/a/grcavc(s) a/o/:)//cc/ to return to Australia. 5/76 travelled via (Canada and north

America, then to Australia aboard K M5 /\//Iagra. §pan/15/7 infuenza broke out on board and E thel volunteered to nurse Paﬁcnts. 7

A rcccntlg discovered copy of this Pl‘lOtOgFaPl‘l from Frisci“a says on the back “/am on{y sorry tﬁatEdﬂ'fl was on Jug when this was taken.

(Cameras are 5tn’ct{y forbidden By the British Authorities but the Be[gians of course may have theirs and do. Next to me is (. umming, Miss

Marshz, [Heriot, [ Hargreaves and [ oughron. [n front of me Fileen King and next to her Donnelly? «

Therefore standing left to right are. Friscila |sabel Wardle; Margarct Cumming; Violet May Marsh 7; Katherine « K atie” Rae Heriot;

E_thcl Mary “Eﬁ:ic” Hargrcavcs; Mary Mchan ]_oughron;

Front are. Fileen King; Charlotte Bridget Donnelly?

/\/otc: 7_/7@ names /\///155 Mars/) and Donnc//ﬂ are still sué/'cct to turther research and contirmation because these are very hard to read.

Donnc//y could be Australian nurse C/mr/ottc Br/dgct Donnc(/g. Friscilla mentions a Miss “Marsh” on D/a/y pages 70,71,72,73,78 and

J9 and there is a VA// Mar5/7 s[gnaturc on Dfaly pasge 7100. On Tﬁursdaﬂ 26 A ugust 1915 (D/ﬁary page ya) ) /\//ars/) has P/70t05 taken but

mayf)c these were the pﬁotogra/o/ms mentioned on D/arﬂ page J2 and not the above P/)otograp/)..

T he official AWM descriPtion names on|3 seven (7) nurses and there are eigl'xt (8) in the Picture.

A” the nurses except Marsh are Australian.

A” the nurses excePt Marsh and Donne”g travelled to Europe together on the Orontes,

T he [ dith mentioned is Priscilla’s best friend Australian nurse [ dith Victoria Donaldson.

Note: Nurse Nellie Weston Crommelin could not be in this Photograph as she did not dePart Australia until Ju|3 1916.

Attachmcnt ]:our (5) — Fhotographs, Fostcarcls, Documcnts, Medals & Badges
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Frisci"a 1917 (agccl 523car5)
While Scrving on the Western [ront at the 8% Stationary HosPital in Wimereux , France which was her longcst posting of
the war Frisci”a was on leave between Tucsday 22 Mag 1917 and Tuesclag 5 Junc 51917.

Priscilla may have been staying at the Jvanhoe Hotel, where she usua“y stagcd, in |_ondon, when this studio portrait was taken.
Friscil[a turned 3% on Sunclay the 9tl1 of December 191 7
One month later while still working at the 8 Stationcry Hospftal in Wimereux, ["rance on Sunday 1Julg 1917 Priscilla
ecame an “Actin ister? and on | riday é July 1917 was presented to (Jueen Mary. ( see opposite
b Acting S don [riday 6 July p d Mary. ( pposite)
So this Portrait was taken around 5igni{:icant events in her life.
This Portrait was taken in | _ondon by SWAINE Photographs at 146 Pond St. West.
T]’xc Photographcr may have been Jamcs Russc“ and Sons, TI’IC Flatc Numbcr is 21930 C
Swainc’s had three Kogal Warrants for their Photography.
ogether with a wooden frame it cost 2/6 or two shillings and six pence (26 cents in decimal currency) in 1917 which is toda
Together with a wooden f hillings and six pence ( decimal currency) hich is today
worth aPProximatclg $15 Australian(

Attachmcnt Four (4-) — Fhotographs, Fostcarcls, Documents, Mcc]als & Badgcs
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Frisci“a Wardle Diary Transcription

Priscilla meets the Queen, Friday July 61917

The official c]cscriPtion for this P]‘xotogra[:]ﬂ is “Queen Marg ochcc‘c taudng to Matron ofa hosPita| in Bou]ognc 6 Ju[g
19177

Quecn Marg of course was the Britis]’: Quccn and wife of King Gcorgc V of E_nglanc].

|tis from the Ministry of |nformation [irst Worlcl War Official Co“cction (]magc Q2507) and was taken by [ rnest
Brooks.

A Family 1egend has it that the nurse nextin line directly behind the Matron is Frisci“a. Tl-lis is Probably correct because a
rcccntlg discovered copy of this Photograph that Priscilla f(cPt with her papers has the quote “Me & the Quccn” in Pricilla’s
hanc]wﬁting on the back. Amongst Fﬁscilla’s items is a copy of this Photograp]’x ina glass case with a ring so it can be wall
mounted.

Another fact is the nurse next in line after the Matron in the Picturc is a “Sister” or “Acting Sister” because she has the
dark bands on her sleeves near her wrists dcnoting her rank. Priscilla became an acting Sister on Sundag Julg 11917 five
clays before this P]’;oto was taken, T he distinctive CaPc this nurse is wearing, also identifies her as a nurse with the Qucen
Alexandra’s ImPerial Military Nursing Senrvice Reserve (QA]MNsR) the same as Fn’sci“a, Fﬁsciua also refers to this

“inspcction” on page 23%0.

Attachmcnt Four (5) — Fhotogra'phs, Fostcarc]s, Documcnts, Mcclals & badges
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Frisciua at 2™ Gcncral Hospital ( O'Fpiccrs HosPital) in Havre., f:rancc Fndag 29 Marclw 1918 to Monclay 29 Julg 1918 note the two dark bands on
her ﬁght sleeve dcnoﬁng that she is an “Acting Sister”

Thc group Photos have the same 6 QA]MNSR nurses with their distinctive capes, 2Red Cross nurses and 2 Voluntarg Aid Dctacl'lmcnt (VAD)
nurses

Jn the top rigl'lt P[‘loto Sister Priscilla is the nurse on the n'ght of the sitting centre trio. The men are doctors

In the bottom Plﬁoto Sister Frisciﬂa is the nurse op the right of the front row.

Priscilla worked at Fayre for 14 weeks but she was very ill and admitted to the t st (General Hospital in E tretat for two of those weeks
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Attachment Four (6) - Fhotoe;raplws, Postcards, Documents, Medals & Badges

o

gw

Fnsa"a |cav1ng thc o]::cratmg theatre at Wimmcrcux
Fﬁsciﬂa at the 8% Staﬁoncrg Hospltal in Wlmmcreux, F:ram:e, Saturdag 24 Junc 1916 to Tuesc‘]ag 8 August 1917
Fﬁsci"a worked at this hospital for 15 months her longcst time in one hosPital. Shc had two Pcrioc]s of two weeks leave cluring
this time. Duﬁng her time at Wimereux on Sunday 1 Julg 1917 she was aPPointcd an Acting Sister, Wimereux isjust up the
coast from Boulognc where she met the Quccn on Fridag July 61917 Frisci“a once said she disliked nursing in her cape and

bac]gcs and here she is in her favourite “uniform® for work “the robe® as she called it. Scc also the reference on page 2%0

Priscilla in Canncs on the [French Riviera cluring herleave from r:ric]ay 20 Fcbruarg 1918 to Fric]ag é Marc]'x 1918
Frisci“a is wearing her distinctive QA]MNSK cape. The other nurses are wearing their “travc“ing” uniform.
Thcy were rudclg called “Salvation Armg Lassics” bg American nurses for the way t]';ey were dressed. (scc page 23 2)

Attachment Four (7) - Fhotoe;raphs, Postcards, Documents, Medals & Badges
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Sisters’ (Nurscs) Mess Tcnt, No 7 (eneral HospitaL Ma[assiscs, St Omcr France (IWM Q28902)
This was the first hospital Frisci“a worked atin [France. She mentions this Mess T ent on Diarg page 55. The
Pkotograpl‘)cr may be stanc]ing where the c‘ining tables are. Note the |ig|‘)t Fi’ctings etc.

The Queen Alexandra ]mPcrial Militarg Nursing Service Reserve (QA]MNSK) cape was very distinctive. [Jere worn
bg Alustralian nurse Annie [sobel Gﬁ#{'ths togct]’rcr with her QAIMNSR bac]gc

Attachmcnt Four (8) — Fhotographs, Fostcards, Documents, Mcclals & badgcs
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. 06 — S-OMEN (Veriae du Xeetf)
Tiewte de Cadonreis

259

BLOOMSBURY ST

LONDON
wci

P

B

Frisci“a stayccl at the Jvanhoe when in |_ondon as mentioned on Diary page 48. Jtis now known as the E)loomsbury Street
Hotel on Bloomsbury street London.

Attachmcnt ]:our (9) — Fhotogra,phs, Fostcarc]s, Documents, Mcdals & Badgcs
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL REL29592.001

Frisci“a’s War Mccla|s
From left to n'ght:
The1914-1915 Star aPProvcd in 1918 and issued to those who served in a theatre of war between 5 August 1914 and
31 Dcccmbcr 1915
The British war Mcdal aPProvcd in 1919 and issued to those who served between 5 August 1914and 11
November 1918, Automatica“g awarded on comPlction of active service before oron 11 November 1918.
The Victorg Medal (Inter-Allied \/ictorg Medal) with the Wingccl \/ictorg is a camPaign medalforthe 1914 -~1919
war which was acloptcd by ncarly all the allied countries.
Frisci”a’s origina] Mcda]s have been mounted by her {:amily togcthcr with her original nursing badgc ina sealed

Prcscntation box.
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Attachmcnt ]:our ( ) 0) ~ Fhotoe;raphs, Fostcards, Documcnts s Mcclafs & Eade;cs

Frisci"a’s Qucen Alcxandra’s ]mPcrial Nursing Scwice Reserve (QA]MNSK) quali{:ication Bac!gc & Ribbon

Onthe left Frisci"a’s original ribbon is very worn from the continual wearing on the rigl'ﬁ: side of the laPcl of her
cape. On the right how the ribbon should look

The original badgc has been mounted bg hcrfamilg togcthcr with her or‘iginal medals in a sealed presentation
box.
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Attachmcnt ]:our ( I l) ~ Fhotographs, Fostcards, Documcnts, Mcdafs & Eade;cs
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and [Jugh has had his Maggie for 12 yrs. Jenny does not know that she is an adopted daughter. [Hugh is quite taken with
one of our sisters so J'm trying to make a match of it. She is very nice. [ e said in his last letter he would like to hear from
herit We are getting our baclges sent out from ]=_ng|anc1 for QA]MNSK Matron is very disgustccl with this P]—aotograP['l
~ says it looks like washing day with the towel hung out & of course the patients should not be sPrawling on the beds. One
can only be sick for two clags now if:gou are not better then you are sent away ~ s0 far | 've been very hcalthy. A queer
sort of life eat & sleep & go on duty, as soon as we finish at night at 5 one night and at 8 the next. One day this week we
are all ]ﬁaving a da_g off dutg so [ dith and | are taldng tea baskets & thermos flasks & are going to the canal on a bargc to

a Prcttg wood,

T he sbove is the transcription of the text written on the back of the Ipﬁotogralofl..

Hugh ~ Cousin Hugh Miller the younger ( pages
88,90,98,104)

Maggie - Margarct

Jcnny ~ AdoPted daughtcr

Sisters ~ Nurses

QA]MN5K~ Quccn A]cxandra’s ]mpcrial Military Nursing

Service

Reserve

One ciag - From details in the c]iary on Diary page 58 this is

Januarg 2020

chnesday H—Ju]y 1915

chk—- Sunclay i 1Ju’5 1915 to Saturclag i7July 1915.

E dith ~ E dith Victoria Donaldson “Trained at Ballarat
Hospital and clcPartecl with Priscilla on the Orontes. Best
friend

Canal - Watcrway from St Omerto Clairmarais

Frettg wood- Clair Marais or Clairmarais north of St Omcr a
largc wood with Punting,. (Picturc at Attachmcnt Four (8)

page 256
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Attachmcnt f:our (i 2} -~ Fhotographs, Fostcards, Documcnts, Mcda}s & bacle;c

Frisci“a’s Parents — “Bc"c” and “Harry”
Priscilla’s mother |sabella “E)c“c” Wardle (nee Anan) was born in E)a“arat on chncsday 8 June 1859 and lived her whole
life in Ba“arat, |sabella became very ill sl‘xortlg after Frisci”a’s embarkation to the Western Front. She Passcd away on
Sunday 11 June 1916 agcd 57 years approximatclg four months after the last entry in Priscilla’s diarg, Belle wrote a letter to
her c]aughtcr on chlncsclay % May 1916 and this could Possiblg be her mother's last letter . Wc can see where Frisci"a got
her habit of writing the “ sign”to rcplacc the word “and™.
E)c"c’s letter and transcription are in Attachment Two on pages 237 to 242.

chry Thomas “Harrg” Wardle was born in Ballarat on i1 6August 1857 and also lived his entire life in Pallarat passing away
agccl seventy in1927. Harr_g wrote a letter to Priscilla on Tucsday 1% June 1916 in{:orming his daug[’:tcr that her mother had
passcd away. This letter has also been kcl:)t by Priscilla and is in Attachment T hree pages 243 to 248. l"‘larry’s handwriting
was beautiful. His nickname for Frisci"a is “Fearl”,
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Priscilla -A brief Biozraphq (1)

Priscilla |sabel Wardle was born in Ba“arat, Victoria, Austra]ia on Tuesci33 the 9t|“ of December 1884. On her
birth certificate her name is miss sPe”ecl as “Prisilla” . Priscilla was the eldest of seven children of Henry Tl’iomas

(Harry) Warc“e and ]sabe”a \/\/aréle (nec A”an) she had four sisters and two brothers, Janetj Merton (Jean)
Wardle, twins [Hilda, Allan (Hillie) Wardle and Henr9 Victor (Vic) Wardle, Maggie Olive (Olive) Wardle, Ruby
Agnes \ivian (Kuby) Wardle and Robert Norman (Bobbie) Wardle.

Priscilla was educated at (larendon Fresbyterian | adies Co”ege in Ba”arat and itis assumed she comP|etec1 her
“«(Certificate of Merit” around 1902 when aged 17 or 18 years. In iatergears agec{ 49 to5 1 years she would become
Vice-[resident of the Co”ege Old Co”egians Association(19%3) and the Presidentin 1934 and 1935.

Frisci”a’s nursing training at Ba”arat Hospital commenced on Ti’iursc{ag 2 ]:ebruarg 1905 when she was agedjust
20 years and three months and she completeci her training on 5uncia3 i Marclﬂ 1908 and subsequent|9 her Nurse
(ertificate (Page 286) was Presenteci on Monday June 1 1908 when Priscilla was ageci 2% years and 6 months,
which for nursing, qualiicication at this time is very young,

Nurses applging for training were requirecl to be ageci 21 years or over so it appears that Frisci”a who was agecl 20
years and six months in June 1905 may have started her training which was scheduled to take ?» years earlg or did
she commence in [December 1905 and comPiete her training under the three years. requireci

uPon comP]etion Frisci“a was registered with Tl‘\é Kogai Victorian Traineci Nurses Association (KVTNA) on
Tuesclag 15 September 1908.

Nurses were expectecl to complete their formal training by undertaking a Certificate [For [nfectious Diseases
Nursing course for approximately three months which Friscilla successfully completed on T uesday 16 [February
1909. [riscilla was 24 years of age when fully qualified.

Requirements for training as a nurse had been established by the Royal Victorian T rained Nurses Association in
1902. Pallarat hosPital had affiliated with the RV T NA who also set the examination requirements for nurses.
Most of the training would today be described as “on thejob training”. |n 1904 the Pallarat Hospital T raining

School was very well thought of in nursing training circles across the country.

From Priscila’s Military [Forces of the (Commonwealth, Certificate of [~ fficiency issued by the Australian Army
Nursing Service on T hursday the 15% of July 1909 we can see that “Nursing Sister F. \Wardle of the Australian
Army Nursing Service (AANS) in Victoria has attended a Course of |_ectures on the Organisation of Military
Hospitals, [Mygiene, and Military Surgery and has qualified for a Certificate in accordance with the instructions
laid down for [~ fficiency”. [riscilla who was regjstered in Victoria as Number 15 would have been required to be
fully qualified as a nurse before undertaking this training,

[From details on the back of this certificate [riscilla re-qualified annually between 1909 and 1914 with her last

E_iq:iciencg qua]iicication attained on Tuesdag the 26t of May 1914 for the year 1914 ~1915.
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Priscilla~ A brief Biozraphq (2)

[tis interesting to note that Priscilla was a|read3 an AANS nurse or Possiblﬂ an Armg Nursing Reserve (ANR)
nurse five years Prior to her c{ePar’curC for the Great War that commenced in August 1914.

At this time many qualified nurses worked in private employment after completing their training as positions in
hospitals were not very well paid or readily available. Priscilla and another qualified nurse Miss Selina [Lilly (Lil)
McK enzie (MacK enzie) “conducted” the Mount Stuart [House Private [Hospital in Daglesford 45 kms North
from Pallarat until June 1914 . Tl’?@}j were the “Principals” in this enterPrise but exactlg when the Par‘merslwip
commenced is uncertain. ] he bui]ding still exists in Duke Street, Daylesﬁorc‘ as a two ~story quurg renovated

residence.

On Thursdag the 18 oFJunc 1914 Priscilla was accorded a farewell at which she was said to be “ a most PoPu]ar
favourite with all classes of the community and took a keen interest in amateur dramatic affairs” | he social was
attended by around 50 People and [riscilla was Prcscntcd with a “handsome manicure set”. (Guests stayccl till
midnigl’rt and danced to Piano music Providec‘ }35 Miss Nind.

Priscilla now aged 29 worked for a short time in charge of Clarendon [House in | ast Melbourne in the caPital city
of Victoria until her departure for E_urope in APril 1915.

When the Australian DePar’cment of Defence in response to a request from the British (Government called for
trained nurses to volunteer to go to the war in EuroPc and to be in service and under the orders of Pritain’s
]mPcria] Mi]itarg as a part of the chen Alexandra lmPerial Militarg Nursing Service Reserve (QA]MNSR)

Frisci“a and a number of her friends were in the very first group of volunteer nurses from across Australia to go to

E_uroPe. (see also “[Tirst qua]hciec! nurses to volunteer © page 267)

Frisci“a embarked from Melbourne on Wednesdag 4 APril 1915 on the ship RM.S. Orontes. Herjoumeg
forms part of the Diarg. On reaching the English (Channel there was great anxiety when three (German submarines
were rcPortcd in the vicinity. T hat night passengers remained Fu”g dressed with their lifebelts on hand but they
disembarked salccly in|_ondon on Wednesday 26 Mag 1915. Priscilla gives this occurrence on Diar9 page >4 very
little urgency’ She Pro})a})lg did not want to Frighten her?amil\g as she was sending her DiaIy pages home for them

to read.

After a brief For’might in | ondon cluring which she Preparcd her “kit” for her war service she crossed the Eng!isl’w
(hannel ancljoined the 7th (General Pritish Flospital at Malassises in Saint Omer, [Trance on Wednesdag 9 Junc
1915.

\j:'mu;’arg 2020 Fagc 262



Frisci”a Wzardle L)iarg Tmrzmscription
Priscilla~ A brief Biozrapl'lq (3)

Priscilla worked at various (General HosPitaIs , Stationarg Hospita]s and Casualtg Clearing Stations in [ rance
as a Staff Nurse and Acting Nursing Sister between June 1915 and March 1919. (“see also “Which nurse is
which” page 269 & “Which hospital does what” page 270 & “Priscilla’s Service His’cory” page 272).

Priscilla was made an acting Sisterin 1917 and was also selected to train to become a qualified Anacsthetist in
1918. After becoming an Acting Sister on Sunday 1 July 1917 family legend has it that [riscilla met Queen
Marg of Teck the Qpeen of Eng]and on ]:ric]ag é Julg 1917. (see also Attachment l:our (‘F) “Fl’lotographs,
Fostcarcls, Documents, Mecla]s & Badges page 252 )

After comP]eting herservice in [Trance Priscilla returned to | ondon on Wednesc{ag 12 March 1919 and depar‘ced
Eng]ar\c! on Thursdag 8 Mag 1919 on the sl’ziP .7 ( HosPital Transpor‘c) Roda with some of her nursing
friends. [ Jer service was terminated on Saturclay 7 June 1919 after returning to Ballarat.

Priscilla was awarded three war medals forher service, the 1914-1915 Star, the Pritish \War Medal and the Victory
Mec{al . (see also” Attachmcnt ]:our (9) “Fl’motographs, Fostcarcls, Documents, Meclals & Baclges page 2.57)
As part of her uniform she also wore a baclge con?irming her nursing, ciualhcication the QAIMN\()K Qpali?ication
Badge sgmbo]ised 139 a ]arge R which also resembles a medal. All the “medals” have been mounted in a case to
Protect them. (see also” Attacz—zment Four (] O) “Fl’lotographs, Fostcarcls, Documents, Meda]s & Bac{ges page
258)

Priscilla in a series of extra pages which she may have written cluring or shor’cly after the war writes in the margin of
one of the pages cletailing her time at Amiens, [ rance “met my husband here”. ( see also Attachment One (12)
“The extra Pages” page 2%2) We can on]g wonder what name he was using when he met Priscilla. [His army service
name was | . (. Kirbg (assume | erence Char]es Kirbﬁ) but on his marriage certificate he uses the name Cgri]
Terence Cl‘xarles Kirbg. His mother E_mily called him “Bog”. When they met in March 1918 Cﬁril would have
been aged 25years iggou accept his birthdate as 1 892, and Frisci“a 5% years. Although we are not sure of the
exact date of Cgril’s arrival in Australia it must have been between June and November 1919.

From the origina] (ertificate of Marriage we can see that [riscilla and Cgril were married on Saturclay the 15% of
November 1919 in a Fresl)yterian service }33 John Walker a Minister of the Fresbgterian Church of Australia
and the Moderator (General (the most senior office-bearer in the church). T he witnesses were Robert N. Wardle
and Maggie Olive Wardle has signed as Olive Wardle. Cyril was 27 and Priscilla would turn 35 in December.
Interestingly the wedding took place at “Waverley?” the family home which still stands today at 215 Dawson Street
Ba”arat.

Priscilla ~ A brief Bioe;raphq “)
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Shortly after bcing married Cgril and Priscilla aPPIiecl forland under the Dischargecl Soldiers Settlement Act
1917. T hey were successful in obtaining 20 acres on the Woorinen ~ Vinifera Road at Nyah West in the
Tytynder West [arish just north of Swan [ill in the district of south east Mallee in Victoria where they were to
undertake irrigation and fruit growing, thought to be oranges.

(see full details at “["acts, T houghts & (Characters” (9) on page 281)

Theirfarming ife commenced on Friday ! June 1920 and ended on f:riclag 27 May 1927. During these 6 years
at Nﬂah West Priscilla and Cyril had two children | erence Patrick Kirbg born at Ngah on Saturc{ag 2 Julﬂ 1921
and Marg SEelagh Kirbg born on Sunday 27 Januarg 1924 at Dr [ ttelson’s Private hospital in Swan [ill.

In 1927 the Familg returned to Ba”arat .In19%% Priscilla was President of the Ba”arat T rained Nurses Lcaguc
as well as Vice [resident and then [resident of the (Clarendon [Presbyterian | adies College Old Collegians
Association in Pallarat.. Cyril (T erence) was manager of the Pallarat depot of the Atlantic Oil Co. | td then
was aPPointecl 5uPerintendent for Victoria. The gamily moved from Ba”arat to Kew in Melbourne in 1935, |n

1949 Priscilla aPPIied for Kepat benefits for the injuries suffered cluring the war but her medical records could not
be found and she was denied.

Priscilla died on Wednesday 26 July 1967 aged 82 at [eidelberg in Melbourne, Victoria and was cremated at
Springvale Crematorium

Cﬂri] died on Tuesc]ay 14 May 1968 , nine months and eighteen clags after Frisci”a and at the same address in
Heidelberg in Me”)ourne as Frisci“a. On the certificate he is listed as Cﬁri] Terence Char]es Kirbg agec{ 8%.
His body was donated to the Department of Anatomy, (niversity of Melbourne on [Triday 21 June 1968 and
subsequentlg cremated. [ e may have made this donation for the stuc’g of Stokes Adams Sgnclrome which he
suffered in the last 10 years of his life.

Priscilla and Cyril are interred togcther in the Banksia Avrea, Wall |, Niche 97 and Niche 104 resPective|9 at the
SPringvale (rematorium in Melbourne.

Diarq - What Diary !
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T here was some mystery about Priscilla’s original diarg. [t was assumed in the Familg that the c{iarg had been
donated to either the Australian War Museum or the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne.

Thereis avery poor photocopy of the Diary at the State |_ibrary of Victoria and this was the copy used to begin
the transcription.

FHowever in November 2018 the original diary was discovered amongst a number of other papers being cared for
by one of Priscilla's granddaughters.

The Diarg commences with Priscilla’s departure from Australia for Europe on the ship RM.S. Orontes on
Tlﬁursc]ag the 227 of APri] 1915 and covers a Periocl of eleven months and two weeks until Saturdag the 227 of

I:ebruarg 1916 when it ends with Priscilla’s return to | ondon.

Most of the diary entries take Place in1915 atthe No 7 Britisl—: (General Hospital Malassises in Saint Omer in
France close to the Be]gian borderin an area now known as Brittany. Atthe bcginning of February 1916 Friscilla
transferred to No 33 Casualty Clearance Station in PBethune in [Trance and the diary ends in [ ondon with
Priscilla on two weeks leave.

T he diary entries are made on a white perforated sheet of paper with a “carbon copy” blue page in between two
white pages of entries. (see Pasic (Conservation page 26 6)

The original white pages numbered from 1 to 51 appear to have been sent home as letters bg to her Familg. On]g
the central blue Diary pages with entries on both sides remain.

O the white Diar9 page numbered 52 Friscilla writes “ | have decided not to send this (the white sheet numbered
52) so will write more fully.” | think this means she will no longer send the white sheet of paper home as a letter.
From the Diarg page numbered 52 onwards to the cliarg page numbered 99 both of the white pages and the blue
“carbon copg” pages are intact in the c{iary. (a group of three sheets)

The Diarg page numbered 100 s a “ carbon copy” blue page with copics of 41 signatures.

There are « ﬂﬁ” pages inside the front and back covers

The diarg has hard card covers pages at the front and the back.

T here were a further seven loose pages in the back of the diarg with Priscilla’s writing on both sides of each page.
T hese are included in this transcriPtion document as Attachment One.

There is aletter from Friscilla’s mother |sabella written in 19168, one month before she Passccl away, and this
included as Attachment | wo

The letter from her father “f'jarrg” imcorming her that her mother had Passecl away in 191 6 is included as
Attachment | hree.

Basic conservation

\j:'mu;’arg 2020 Fagc 265



FriSCiua Wzardle Ljiar\t) Tmranscription

The to”owing basic conservation was comPletecl Prior to hanc”ing of the original Diarg and the other materials
when unc]ertaking the Diarﬂ transcription. Permission for this basic conservation process was given }33 Priscilla’s

gra nd - Aauglﬂters.

The spine of the Diary had completely separated From the pages and was held together with a “sticky tape” which
had impacted on the condition of the front and back cover surfaces.

Some water damage had occurred. T his made some pages fainter and more difficult to read.

‘\/erg bac”g rusted stap]es had stained the covers and some Diarg pages . The staples were cut and extracted from
the Diarﬂ and all the pages were seParated inc]uc{ing the hard covers and “Hg” pages.

T he blue Diarg pages numbered 1 to 51 with “carbon copy” Printing on both sides are atgreat risk from hanc”ing
and may have been handled many times in the past. As a result these pages are very faint and would cxPIain the
reason forthe poor earlier Photocopics. T hese blue “carbon copy” pages alsoincluded the Diary pages numbered
98 and 100 which had coPics of »and4i signatures respcctivelg.

T he white Diary pages numbered from 52 to 99 with [riscilla’s original fountain pen writing are very readable and
still have the blue carbon copy pages between them. The blue “carbon copy « pages numbered 52 to 99 are very
faint and most]9 unreadable.

Al the Diary pages 1 to 100 have been Placcc{ in archival qualit}j Polgpropglcnc sleeves to protect them from
further handling and damage. Diary pages 52 - 99 have been placed in the sleeves in groups of three pages. As
theg were in the original Diarg For example page number 52 and page number 5% have the double sided blue
carbon copy page between them.

Tl‘xe covers and tlg pages have also been P!aced in archival qua]itg sleeves to Protect them.

AH the sleeves containing the Diarg pages have been P]acecl in a black coloured archival qualitg binder with a s!iP

case to Provic!e further Protection from moisture, Iight and dust etc.

T he seven extra « c{iarg tgpe” pages, loose Photos, letters, certificates, service memorabilia for both Priscilla and
Cgri] have similarly been P]acec{ in archival qua]it3 Polgpropylcnc sleeves to protect them and then Placed ina

charcoal coloured archival qualit9 binder with a sliP case.

Priscilla’s Ptﬁoto album given to her bg her mother on her 50“‘ Birthclag on chnesc{ag the 9“’ of Decemberioi4
has been Placed ina ligl’wtgreg coloured archival quaiitg boxforits Protcction. Mang of the Photographs are missing
from the album but may be included with the individual coPies of Photographs Placecl in sleeves in the charcoal

coloured binder.

}:irst qualified nurses to volunteer
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When war was declared in August 1914 the Britisiﬁ (Government requested urgent nursing support from
(ommonwealth countries.

Ti’ie Austraiian Government ti’xrough the Department of Detence immeciiateig resPoncieci to this request i)g
advertising for “aPProPriatei9 quaiitie& and exPerienceci community nurses” in all states to volunteer for the war

effort..

Nurses were requireci to have a Nursing aniitication and at least four years of nursing exPerience. Jt was also
Preterreci that ttieg were a part of the Armg Nursing Reserve (ANR)and had attained a current (ertificate of
Etticiencg from the Austraiian Armg Nursing Serice (AANSD) clealing with Organisation of Military
HosPitais, Hggiene and Miiitarg Swgerﬂ. Friscilla had tirstlg attained this (ertificate in Julﬂ 1909 and re-
qualitied gearig between 1910and 1914-

Apar't from being “aPProPriatelg quaii}ciecl” the nurses were also requirecl to meet other selection criteria. Theg

would be a member of AANS butmust be prepared to be under the direct command of the Byritish Imperial Force
and join the Q}JC@F! Alexancira ]mPeriai Miiitarg Nursing Service Reserve. (QA]MN\()K) .

Nurses were required to be “unmarried” and Preterence was given to nurses ageci between 25 and 55 years. Your
qualitications as a nurse must include, gentleness, cleanliness, truthfulness, observation, order, courage, coolness
and tact. According to the Weekly Tlimes in Melbourne on Saturday the 1 of October 1914, « no standard
height or chest was required but applicants were required to be of sound health, and capable of doing hard work
and undergoing Fatigue. Only nurses of undoubted character and ability would be chosen,

Four hundred nurses volunteered their services in Victoria and of these 45 \/olunteer \/ictorian Nurses were
selected to go to the i:ront‘ Eaci‘i State in Austraiia was allocated a number of volunteer Piaces bg the
(Government, New South Wales 45, Qpeensianc‘ 27, South Australia 27, Western Austraiia 18, ] asmania 18
and Victoria 45 mai(ing a total of 180 volunteer nurses from Australia. Various references and resources give the
actual number selected as between 200-220 nurses. Six Matrons and an unknown number of Meciicai Otticers

(Doctors) were also recruited.

Priscilla and a group of nurses and doctors left Australia on the Orontes in APriI 1915 and arrived in Engian& in
Mag 1915 to be Posteci to various hospitais in Engiand s France, E_ggpt and other war zones.

Australia would send around 3000 nurses to the Great War betweeni 914 to 1918 as Part of a total force of
22,000 nurses from Pritain and the (Commonwealth.

Nursingin 1915
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Nursing ear19 in the twentieth century was still using and further developing the [Tlorence Nightingale model. T his
included a more overall care responsibi]itg in which }Jathing} dressing, eating, sleeping and overall claily care was as
Prominent as treating symptoms, wounds and injuries.

Nurses were resPonsiHe for cleaning the wards and ensuring the suPPlies for medical needs such as banclages,
blankets ointments and medicines etc. Tl’\eg often went “shopping” which addressed all the ward’s needs inc|uc{ing
the needs and food for Pa’cients.

Socia”ﬂ nurses did not talk about or discuss the details of their work when outside the hospital both for Privacg
reasons and for Politeness reasons.

T heir training was Primarilg “}33 doing” however formal training and ciualhcication certificates were starting to be
introduced. Priscilla was committed ear19 in her career to undertake formal training. Authorities started to realise
that training for War and the Militarg environment for nursing was also imPor'tant. Priscilla comP]eted and was a
certified militarg nurse having first comP]eteci Military Nursing training in 1909 and having comPIetecl 3earl\tj
up&ates every year to 1915.

As nurses resPonsibilities were exPancled in wound, infectious diseases and symptom treatment together with the
genera] health care and as Patient death rates and recovery times were reduced the Doctors and authorities were
quici( to make use of their nursing skills.

For examPle nurses were not allowed to work in the Sﬁphilis wards , Officer wards or HosPital T rains based on
the thought that females should not be exPosecl to these situations but this was quicuy changed when the massivel\tj

increased survival and recovery benefits to the sick and wounded was realised.

Changing world

]n 1914 when the war various]g ca“ed The Great War, The \/\/ar to end a“ Wars or Worlc{ War One (WWD was
declared Friscilla had been nursing for aPProximately five years. (see also Frisci”a~/\ Brief Biographg page 261)
As earlg colonial suPPort for the Great War the British 60vernment requested extra nurses from the
(Commonwealth countries such as Australia, New /ealand, (Canada and |ndia etc.

But we should remember that these nurses had little or no exPerience of working in militar9 hospitals cluring a war
with all the very comcronting exPeriences that these active service conditions would bring.

AH sorts of social “norms” in PeoP]e and in Particu!ar women’s behaviour in the world would be tested and cl‘iange
very quicug during this time.

(ountries would lose a signi{:icant number of their young PeoPIe.

Those who returned would never be quite the same after their exPeriences.

Those both at home and in the war and Particularly women would undertake roles and resPonsiBilities which were
not available to them Prior to the war.

Techno]ogies such as aviation, factories and transport etc would change at an ever increasing rate of change

requiring workers roles, abilities and responsibilities to change with them.

Which nurse is which

Quali{ziecl Nurse
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Frovi&e treatment and care for in)'uries, wounds and illness. Frovide emotional and Psychological care.

5tamcmc Nursc

A an]hciec{ Nurse ranl(ing immecliate]g below Nursing Sister

Nursing Sister

A Qpa]i}ciec{ Nurse with knowlcdgc, cxpcrience and abilit9 to be a “Nurse in Charge” Nurses of a
“High (5rade”. Some’cimes nicknamed “The Regular”

Matron

A Qpa]i}ciec{ Nurse with knowlcdgc, cxpcrience and abilitg to be a ?(Chief Nurse” the “«Sister in
Charge”‘

Mcdical Ogiccrs( MO)

A Doctorwhois also an Armg Officer.

Voluntarg Aid Detachment VAD) Nurse

\/olun’ceers often First Ald trained who Provicle nursing care for irjurecl and wounded soldiers. O}Cten
do every dag rcpetitive tasks for Nurses. Under supcrvision of Nurses.

Red Cross Nurse

\/olun’ceers often First Alcl trained who Provide nursing care for injurecl and wounded soldiers. O)C’cen
do every dag rcpetitive tasks for Nurses. Affiliated with the Red Cross society. Wear Red Cross on
uniform. (Jnder suPervision of Nurses.

Ordcr‘ics

Gcneraug males who Proviclc l’lc]P and assistance to Medical Ogiccrs and Nursing staff and who are
under their supcrvision.

Nursing Ordcr‘lics are responsible for convalescent/relﬁabilitation care nursing,

Gcncral Ordcrlics who act as stretcher bcarcrs, incinerator orderlies and move Paticnts and equipmént

as requircd.

Which hospital does what

[N

O
N
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Gcneral HosPital - Large base i‘iospitais with 250, 500 or 1000 beds and infrastructure. Largcrhospital
in Englanci had facilities and care for 2000 or more beds.
5tationcrg HOSPital - Smaller i‘iospitals inforward areas
Casualtg Cicaring Stations (CCS) ~ Small hospitais at transport hubs like railheads and cieparture
Points. E_mergencg treatment before being moved to Stationcrg and (General i’iospitai&
Auxiiiar Hos ital — Sma” hospital in rear area conducteci/lini(eci by a General hospital. No fixed
Y P P Y P
establishment.
Alustralian Voluntary [Hospital - Military hospital staffed by Australian expatriates.
Y P yhosp Y P

Hos ital Trains ~ Also called Ami}ulancc T rains or Red Cross | rains were fully equipped trains with

p Y equipp
Doctors and Nurscs to treat wounded while tiﬂcg were being transportcci to i‘iospitais both and E_urope
and back to Engianci.
Hospitai 5i1ips — V\/ere destined to be a “Hospital” at or near the war zones. Treatment was a Primarg
function. They were also used to transport the injureci to land based i‘iospitais.

Currcncg

|t was interesting to consider the value and buging power of the [French [Tranc (), the British Pound (£)
for both Britain and Australia in 1915 and then relate these to the current Australian Do”ar ($) in
201 8.

Buging power was the main objectivc of the Comparison.

Comparisons are included in the « page notes” on each transcription page where rccluirod.

Diicicerent comParisons brougiﬁt different comParison considerations.

i:or the cxamP]o on Diarg page 61 we learn that a tent cost £220 and from mi]itarg records we know
Frisci”a was Paici £50 - £55 Pounds per annum Pius a field allowance which means that in 1915 atentis
about five times an annual wage.

Ti’IC annual basic wage in 2018 is around $60,000 or more. which makes a tent worth around $3%00,000
in 2018 which seems a very i‘iigh costforatentin2018.

Most of the currency comparisons are straigi'lt forward value conversion with inflation costs over 100

years calcuiatcd to compare ti-iem to today’s buging power.

| ist* of nurses on RMS Orontes

(T here were thirtg (30) nurses Plus a Matron found cluring our research but this i:igurc may be su]:zjcct to changc)
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Nurses:

Jemima “Minnie” | ogie ("hapman #
) P

Beatrice Graham Cl’]eeseman

Evangaline Alicc Clarke (a[so Clerke)

Doro’chg Mag Craikc

Margaret Cumming

Wilheimina Sarah Dods

E_clitl‘x \ictoria Donaldson #
Margaret “Madge” Donne”an #
Este”e M Dogle

|]sobel E_dith Fincham #

E_”en “Ne”ic” Mar9 Hamilton
E’chel Marg “E}qie” Hargreaves #

Ka’cherine « Katie/Kitt 7 Kae Herio’c #
v

(atherine ]ng!is
Ei]een King#

Annie Maria Locke

Marg McLean Loughron(a]so McLoughran)#
Mgra MacK enzie

Elizabeth Mann

Sara Marie Marron #

Elspcth McRae

Jean Middleton #

Ger’trude Ada Nye #

Constancc Elizabetlﬂ O’Shca

Selena Maude Powell

]sabe] Russel Koss ( also Jean Russe” Ross) #
| ouisa Alice T abor(also | ouise Alice T abor)
Marg Arm “ Do”g” Ward

Priscilla |sabel Wardle #

Mgrtle Elizabetlﬂ Wi]son

Matron: Janie McRobie Lcmpriere (also Janey and Janc) Austra]ian Armg Nursing Service

(AANS)#

*| ist may not be comp]cte
# Signaturc on Diary page 100

7% General Hospital
3%rd Casualtg Clcaring Station CCS
| eave

January 2020

Priscilla’s Service History

Saint Omer
Bcthunc

Lonclon

9/6/15t07/2/16 %2 weeks
8/2/16t022/2/16 2 weeks
22/2/16t08/%/16 2 weeks
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33 Casualty Clearing Station CCS  Bethune 8/3/16t023/6/16 12 weeks
8% Stationary [Hospital Wimereux/Aubergue 24/6/16t03/8/16 6 weeks
No 25 General Hospital Hardelot 4/8/16t0 11/8/16 1 week
8% Stationary [Hospital Wimereux/Aubergue 12/8/16t0 7/11/16 % weeks
| eave Devon, Somerset, (Cornwall 8/11/16t022/11,/16 2 weeks

See also Attachment One (1 1) = T he extra pages on page 230

8th Stationary Hospital Wimereux/Aubergue 23/11/16t021/5/17 24 weeks
| eave {nknown (| _ondon?) 22/5/17t05/6/17 2 weeks

8% Stationary [Hospital Wimereux /Aubergue 6/6/17t0 18/9/17 30 weeks
Appointed Acting Sister 1/7/1917

See also Attachment One (1 1) - T he extra pages on page 230 “Queen of [~ ngland in section” and photograph page 252.
15 Casualty Clearing Station CCS [ bblinghem 19/9/17 t0 20/2/18 20 weeks
| eave French Riviera/(Cannes 20/2/18 to 6,/3,/18 2 weeks

Scc also Attacl‘xment Onc (i 2.) - Thc extra pages on page 232 at No 9 and Photograpl'x page 254.

42nd Stationary Hospital Amiens 7/3/18t028/3/18 % weeks
See also Attacl’lment One (I Z) - The extra pages on page 2%2 “met my husband here”(CyriD. Amiens H‘notographs page
25%

24 General [Hospital Havre 29/3/18 to 28/4/18 4 weeks
Admitted ill to the 1°F (General Hospital I tretat 29/4/18 to 14,/5,/18

24 General [Hospital Havre 15/5/18t029/7/18 10 weeks
1 9% Casualty Clearing Station CCS  Frevent 30/7/18t05/9/18 5 weeks
12th Stationary [Hospital Saint Pol 6/9/18to 9/9/18 3 days
4t General Hospital Camiers 10/9/18t021,/9/18 11 days
| eave ({nknown (|_ondon) 22/9/18t0 6/10/18 2 weeks

4 General Hospital Camiers 7/10/18to 11,/3/19 20 weeks

Matron report 4% General Hospital 10/1/19 . Miss Warc”cjoinec{ Unit 10/9,/18 as anaesthetist and has served with me
since November 1918. She is satisfactory in herwork as anaesthetist ~ careful and reliable. |s tactful and has a good influence.
Armistice Day & the War ends 11/11/18

Returned to [ ngland | ondon 12/3/19

[From Priscilla’s notes she worked in a 2000 bed [Hospital in |_ondon for a month. She was also due for leave and may have
taken 4 weeks in |_ondon.

|F mbarked for Australia | ondon 8/5/19 8 weeks

“Fr’isci”a served for aPProximatclg 3 years and 9 months in France at 10 different lwosPitals,”

]:acts, T]—louz]—lts and Charactcrs ( l)

Thoughtz Thc focus of this document has been Frisci“a’s War Diarg TranscriPtion. Jt has also led to the linking
of rc]ativcs, Fricncls, associates and persons mentioned and Provic]ing some information on them where available. Jt
has been riglﬁtlg suggcstcd that the document may benefit from the inclusion of “Fami|5 tree charts” and maps of
the areas in [France mentioned. My thought is that because of the largc amount of this information available and

the power of the internet and the many search sites Pcoplc may fike to cxplorc both of these in more detail if thcg
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would like to. For Farnilg trees Particular]g | am indebted to Jcnni |brahim, one of Frisci”a’s granc!claughtcrs and
recommend her Wardlc Family blogspot fisted on page 282 as starting Point for Pcoplc.

M Priscilla was one of the first group of nursing volunteersfrom Australia who Posscssed the training, abi]itg,
Pcrsonal attril:utcs and courage to volunteer and goto the Wcstcm Front c]uring the First World War between
1914to 1919.

@ Frisci”a was 50 years of age when she clc:Partccl Australia togoto the Gireat War. She had four birthdays
on or at the Wc:stcrn ]:ront in Francc and returned to Australia agccl 34 years.

]:act: Pecause Fﬁsci"a was undcrta[(ing, Militarg Nursing Training from 1909 with uPdatcs each year to 1914

she may have been in or a part of the Australian Nursing Senvice Reserve (ANSR) or the Austrajian Armg
Nursing Senvice (AANS) Prior to voluntccring in 1914,

]t would appear that Australia considered hera Part of the Australian Armg Nursing Scrvicc (AANS) however
for the duration of the war she volunteered to be under the direction of the Pritish ]mPcrial Forces (&”:) as a

nurse of the Quccn Alcxandra’s ]mPcria] Militarg Nursing Service Reserve (QA]MNSK)

Fact: (niform was very important to the militarﬂ. For nurses the colour of their capes made it easier to idcnti?g
which country thcg were from. This also caused some conflict. BOt]’I British and Austrajian capes were rccl, but
the E_nglish did not think that A\ustralian nurses were as well trained as them so thcg did not like them wearing the
red cape. Fn’sci”a’s cape with Quccn A]cxandra’s ]mPcriaJ Militarg Nursing Senvice Reserve was grey with a wide
band in what is often called a “wine red” colour.

Bands on the arms of the uniform made it easier to ic]cnthcg their status in the system For cxamP]c Staff Nurses
and Nurses had no bands on their sleeves. Sisters hada singlc narrow band and Sisters in Chargc has two bands

with Matrons having an extra wide band close to their wrists.

M Omctcn looked down on 133 the F_ng]ish nurses the Australian, Ncw anland and Canaclian nurses had one
objcctivc and that was to treat the wounded and the sick as quicuy and as good as was Possiblc given the conditions
tl—lcg were WOrking in. < heir bogs often rcsPondcd better to a nurse from their own country because tl—lcg
reminded them of home and their families. E_nglish nurses were often very concerned about how the ward was
organisccl and that timetables were followed and that all the nurses were corrcctlg dressed comParccl to the Paticnt

focus of Australian and new 7 ealand nurses.

]:acts, T]—louz]—lts and Charactcrs (2)

Fact: Harrg, Frisci"a’s father called her “Fcar]”.

Character: [ dith Victoria Dona]c]son, Frisci”a’s best friend is mentioned on numerous pages of the Diarg,
They both trained at Ba"arat hospital and travelled togcthcr on the Orontes and were obviouslg very gooc]
friends as per her many mentions in the Diarg. However details for E_clith have been very hard to find . We see her
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Jast mentioned on Diarg page 90 at the No 14 (General Hospital in Wimcrcux bcing visited 133 Frisci"a and where
sheis bcing treated for Plcun’sg while Fr‘isci”a is ]:)c:ing transferred to Bathunc, From herwar record it would appear
that [ dith then went into recovery at the Hardelot Conva|esccnt Home for nurses as detailed on Diar3 pages
78 and 79. Bﬂ Friclag the 25t of f:cbruarg 1916 [ dith was worlcing at the No 25 General Hospital in Dammes
(Camiers and after three months is transferred to the No 13 General ]—IosPital in Boulogr\c on Fridag the 26t of
Mag 1916. [From Mondag the 5t of March 191 7 [ dith was in chargc of the Surgical Division while the Sister
in chargc was on leave. A" her reports indicated that she did a first - classjob and was very well rcsPcctcd. Her
next Posting was the No 32 5tationcrg Hospital known as the Australian Voluntarg Hospita] in
Wimcrcwg/Aubcrguc where she commenced on 5aturciag the 9&’ of Junc 1917 until 5aturdag the 6% of Julg
1918. Frisci”a was at the No 8 5tationcry Hospital in Wimcrcux/Aubcrguc at this time and | wonder if tl‘ncg saw
each other. lowever it would appear that I dith’s illness continued to scriously affect her health through these
final years of the war and she may have been invalided out shortlg after Armistice Dag and after receiving some
further treatment in E_ngland. Lcaving Eng]and on or around }:riclag the 25"" of APril 1919.

Fact: ]ntcrcstinglg there was a 5|ccman on the Orontes travc”ing to England with Frisci"a in1915. Dr _James

Garnct Sccman a vet to look after horses. ]ntcrcsting because the authoris a 5lccman.

Thoughtz Tracing Cgril’s ]—listorg may also be interesting he was after all a [First Aider, Motor
E_nginccr/E_nginccr/Mcchanic, Master Mariner, Adventurer, 5oldicr/OFFiccr/ContcmPtiHc (see page 279)
in the 1914-1918 War And in the second world war from 1939 to 1945 he was the army Doclcs and Movcmcn’cs
Contro"cr for the Port of Mclbournc . Hc was Husband, ]rrigator, Orcharc!ist, Salcsman, Managcr,
Supcn'ntcnclcnt, Travcllcr, ]:athcr, Granclfathcr, Assistant Commissioncr of 5ca 5couts, and a chatcc 1929
~1968.

Facts, T]—louz]—lts and Charactcrs (})

Charactcr: [~ dith (FOPPH) Fopplcwc“ ARRC was born in New Zealand but moved to Ba"arat in Victoria
and comP]ctccl her 5c['|oo]ing and nurse training there at the Ba”arat Hospital. Ci”a and FOPPH appear to have

been great friends and FOPPH was also a Fami[g friend who wrote letters to |sabella, Frisci“a’s mum, FOPPH was on
avisit to New an|anc] when she volunteered for service in the New an]anc] Army Nursing Service (NZANS)
Foppg went to E__gypt while Frisci”a went to [ rance. Foppg was wor[(ing at Port Said when ordered with a group
of nurses to establish a hospita| at Salonika. T heir shiP the Arquctte left Alcxanc]ria on Tucsdag Octobcr 19,
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1915 and was carrying armaments, ammunition and troops which madeita target for (3erman submarines. | here is
some contention that it should not have carried the nurses as a convention existed that hospital ships marked with
the Rcd Cross would not be attacked and that the nurses should have been on one of these. Tl-tc orders for the
nurses to travel was given b3 the Pritish ]mPcrial Forces and after this incident New Z ealand insisted that all future
orders would be givcn bﬂ the Ncw anland Armec] Forces. On Saturdag Octobcr 2%, 1915 the Arciuettc was
sunk bg a submarine with the loss of 169 Peoplc inc]uc]ing 10 New Z ealand nurses and with many irjurcc]. A copy
of a letter from FOPPB to Frisci”a c]cscn'bing the incident is on Diarg pages. Foppg was awarded the Associate
Koga] Red Cross Mcc]al (ARKC} Her Matron during the sinking who was very scrious]g injurccl and spent the
remainder of herlife in Pn'vatc hosPitals was Mary (]\Aaric) Mc Naughton Cameron who was bornin Wagga Wagga
in 1878 and who Passcd away in the Wagga Wagga Base Hospital in 1946 agcd 68 years.

Thoughtz Magbc it could be considered that the Family donate all the original Frisci]la material but Particularly the
Diarg, non-Pcrsonal Photographs, documents and medals etc. to a Government idcntitg such as the State Librarg
of Victoria, T he Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne or the Australian War Memorial where everyone could
access them at any time and thcg would be aPProPriatclg cared for. And Propcrlg archived. Mg suggestion would
be the State Librarg of \/l’ctoria where coPics of the material has alrcaclg been catalogucd in the Manuscn']:)ts
Co]lcction MS ]: Pox4288/2 or have themin an aPProPn'atc Ba"arat based organisation.

Fact: Staff Nurses had the army rank of Second |_ieutenant and when Priscilla became an Acting Siister she also
became an Acting [ ieutenant. Same rank as Cgril, So tcchnica”y the nurses were « Officers?.

Facts, Thoug,hts and Characters (4)

Charactcr: E_i]ccn King MM was one of the nurses travc”ing with Frisci”a on the Orontes to E_uropc inl9ts,
Surprising]g she also returned to Austra]ia with Frisci”a onthe . T.Rodain 1919, E_ilccn was wor‘(ing with
Frisci”a at the No 7 General HosPital in St Omer for the entire Pcr‘iod of the Diarg. Was she one of the “gir|s”,
in the Photo on page 250, unc]oubtcc"y , and “King” is mentioned a number of times in the Diary.. Short]y after
Frisci”a left No 7 Gcncra| Hosl::ita] to go to the No 3% Casualtg Clcaring Station in Bcthunc Eilccn was
transferred to No 14 Gcncral Hoslaital in Wimereux in Mag 1916 after bcingvcry ill for a month. While stationed
at the No 63 Casualtg Clcaring Station (CCS) at Haringc in Bclgium she was 5criouslg irjurcc] but continued
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to give directions and organise and care forher Paticnts. Sister Marg Lougl'tron who also travelled on the Orontes
was worlcing here too during, the l::ombing. Sister King, was one of onlg cight nurses to be awarded the Militarg

Medal (MM) in the First World War. Both Sisters Loughron and King’s signatures are on Diaty page 100.

C]'saractcr(s): On Diar3 page 92 Frisci”a details having to nurse the Baroness Giselle or Gisele or Gesell De
Vivario of Licge in Bclgium agcd 2% who was a remcugec from Licgc. She is the fiancé of an American f:|iglﬁt

Lieutenant | heodore (T ed) Marburg junior who intcrcstinglg was born in ]:rancc in 189% and Possib]y younger
than Gisc”c. He was the son of an American diplomat T heodore Marburg senior who was an American Minister
at Brusscls in Bclgium.

| ater the fact that Marburgjunior could not in fact have American citizcnship became a national scandal in
America and the President had to changc the citizcnship rules to c]—langc Ted's status. Young Marburg was ﬂging
for the British Rogal Hﬂing Corps because America had not yet entered the war. e had an accident in his Planc
during higl—l winds on Tucsdag the 7*‘ of December 1915 and his left knee was Picrccd 133 a Piccc of the Planc’s
woodwork. Hc was at the No 7 Gcncral [“losPital in 51: Omcr after Icngthg treatment did not work and the Icg
had to be amPutatcd above the knee. chl had been educated at OxForcl and thcy were married in England on
Mondag the 10t of April 1916 but the marriage did not last. T ed returned to America and Purchascc] ranch in
New Mexico a ltistglc which Gisele hated. Shc walked out and thcy were divorced in 1921. T ed remarried in
1921 but was shot in the head and died in 1922.

M What's in a name?. While C3ﬁ| K arl Schulz is the name on Cyri]’s birth certificate and Probably as a
result of the bcginning of the War with Gcrmang Cgril adoptcd his mother's maiden name and became Cgril
Terrence Charles Kirbg or any of the fo”owing names he used on documents and as a signature over the years.
T hese are Cyn'l Kirbg; C. Kirbg; Cyn'l Terence Charlcs Kirby; C.Terence C. Kirby; C.T.C. Kirby;
an’l T.C. Kirby; CT. Kirby; Cyn'l Terence Kirbg; Terence Charlcs Kirby; Terence Cgril Kirby;
Terence C. Kirbg; Terence Kirby; T.C. Kirby.

E_mi|3 Kirby his mother used to call him “503”- His grandchildrcn called him “grandpa” and Frisci"a “granny.”
From a few of the documents it would appear that Cyril Prc{:crrcd and was Prcclominantlg called Tcrrg

or | erence. After the birth of his son T erence and on a Photograph with him as adults Cgril is called Tcrry Snr.

(senior)

Facts, Thoug,hts and Characters (5)

Charactcr: Nursc Mgrt]c E]izabcth Wilson who travelled on the Orontes with Frisci“a and spent hchirstycar
with Frisci”a at No7y General Hospital in St Omer in France was a nurse trained in Prisbane however Mgrtlc
was born at Fitzroy in Victoriain 1877. It is li‘(cly that Mgrtlc was a “Quccnsland volunteer” selected to work with
the QAIMNSR . Myrﬂc sacug became very il with Fncumonia in late December of 1915, whichis detailed on
Diary pages 86 to 88 and she subscqucntly Passcc] away on Christmas eve, Fric]ay 24 of December 1915 agccl
38 years. Un{:ortunatcly her friends at No7 Gcncral HosPital were not advised in time and could not attend her
funeral, Thc Matron in Chicmc in France Maud McCar{:lﬁg was incensed at this and ensured that a largc number
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of officers and as many nurses as Possiblc from Wimereux and Boulognc did attend her funeral. Mgrtlc is buried

at Wimereux cemetery.

Character: Jemima “Minnie? Logie Chapman, Diarg page 5, was born in 1889 in Scotlancl. And moved to
Australia in 1890. Minnie was Brisbanc trained so did she know Myrﬂc Wilson? When trave"ing with Frisci”a she
would have been 26 years old and may have “ stretched?” her age to volunteer as aPPIicants were requircd to be
over 50 years of age.. jn 1911 when agccl 22 Minnie is alrcac]g working at the Brisbanc Hospital. Given that at
that time women were rcquircd to be agccl 21 years to start a three year training course her age for training may
also have been “stretched « Minnie’s father Rev Andrcw C}waPman was pastor of the Red Hiill Frcsbgtcn’an
Churchin Ggmpic between 1891 and 1 897 and may have known Frisci”a’s Familg the Burbidgcs. Minnie’s service
was a bit uniquc in that she worked on Ambulancc/HosPita] trains which was very Pionccring in1915 as well as
many General Hospital and Casualtg Clcaring Stations (CC.9) in France, Bclgium and E_nglancl.

Jn Mag 1919 Minnie returned to E_nglanc] from &clgium and worked at the Kitchener Hospital in Brighton,
She chartcd from Ti'bury on 5aturda3 6 March 1920 on the S5 Onvieto bound for Brisbane agcd 31 years

the same age that Fn’sci"a was when she started her war service.

Thought: Mg guess would be that other members of the Family cou]d/shou]d have further |cttcrs, documcnts,
Photographs and relevant items bclonging to both Priscilla and an’l.

Fact: Priscilla’s training at Ballarat ]—losPital between Thursdag 2 fzcbruary and 5und33 1 March 1908
ovcrlaPPcd with her Familg friend [ dith Fopplcwc”’s training at Ballarat ]'lospital from Thursclag 21 APril 1904
and Sunday 21 APnl 1907.

Facts, T houghts and Characters (6)

Character: Acting Frincipa] Matron Helena Hartigan RRC was trained as a nurse at St Bartholomew’s
Hospital |_ondon between 1901 and 1904 lt is interesting to note that she was qualﬂ:iccl at 27 years of age when
shcjoincd the Quccn Alcxanclra’s ]mPcria] Militarg Nursing Service (not the Reserve) in 1905. She may also
have been friends with [ dith APPIcton ( see bclow) who trained at DBarts at the same time. Hc|cna held the
Position of Acting Frincipa] Matron in [rance and Flanc]crs and was awarded the Royal Red Cross, [irst C]ass
in Junc 1915 and a Par to the award in Januarg 1919. Frisci"a must have known or crossed Paths with Helena

somewhere on their many Postings as her signature appears on Diar3 page 100.
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(Character: [ dith « [ die” E_Iizabcth APPlcton OBE_ , RRC was bomn in 1 877 and may have been in the
same training group at StBart’s as [Helena Hartigan. RePorts show she was an cxcmplarg student. With the war
]ooming [ dith transferred to the Qucen Alcxanc]ra’s ]mPcrial Militaty Nursing Senvice ( not the Reserve) from
Privatc nursing and District nursing in 1914 In October 1914 she arrived at Boulognc in [France and 173
December 1914 was at No 10 Stationcry HosPital in St Omer however Priscilla did not arrive in St Omer il
Junc 1915, ]n ]:c:l)ruarg 1915 she was at No} Casualtg Clcaﬁng Station (CCS)) at Hazcbrouc‘c in ]:rancc
which was moved due to hcavg enemy fire to Baiucu] in France in May which is a bit strange as Bai"cu] is closer to
the front. ]n Novc:mbc:r 1915 Hclc:na is transferred to Nol Gcncral Hospita] in E_trctat followed bg several other
Postings at Abbcvi“c, Trc:Port and Eoulogm:. A{:tcr the Armistice in November 1918 she joincd No 42
Ambulancc/HosPitaJ Trainand in Fcbruarg 1919is aPPointcd to the staff of the Matron in Chief of France in
Boulognc Dame Maude McCartl—ly, F die cht a detailed diarg of her cxpcrfcnccs. She was awarded the Mi]itary
ODBEL, the Rogal Red Cross (RRC) and the Pelgian Queen [ lisabeth medal. She was demobilised in
December 1919 but rcjoincd the | erritorial Force Nursing Senrvice (TFNS) under Maud McCarthg in
August 192%. Clcar{g Fn’sci“a must have known or crossed Pat[‘\s with Edic during their service as her signature
appears on Diarg page 100.

Fact: The Wardle Familg owned numerous houses in Ba"arat, Two at least are still standing "K]—lcola” at 16
DaW5on Strcct and “Wavcrlcg” at21i5 Dawson 5trc:ct,

Eﬂ: Mr Shag the “ Marconi Opcrator (Diarg pages 2,5, 11, %2) could not have known that Cgri]’s maternal
uncle ]:ranlc Newman was an electrical engineer and worked for the Marconi ComPang in both E_nglanc] and
America. Hc took part in the various historic radio transmissions inc]uding the England to (Canada transmission
of 2,200 miles (3, 500ki|omctrcs) in December 1901 which changcd historg and Provcd such communication was
Possiblc

He worked his passage to America bg bcing a tclcgraP]—list on the first Cunard liner, the | _ucania, to use the
Marconi wireless system. Stories in the Familg about Frank Newman insPircd Priscilla’s son T errence to his life ~

long interest in electronics.

Facts, Thoug,hts and Characters (7)

Fact: Frisci"a’s sa]arg when she commenced her service as a StaFF Nurse in 1915 was £40 Pound (s$80) per
year and 15/~ shi”ings ($1.50) per week field allowance. Atotal of £79 Pound ($158)a year. £79 Pounc!s inigt1s
is worth £7,719.74 Pounc!s or$14,292.%% Australian dollars in 201 9. Avcry Jow wage.

Fact: When Prisci”a was Promotcc] to Acting Sister on 1 Ju]y 1917 her salarg became £55 Pounc] ($110) per
year and 21/~ shillings (2.1 O) per week field allowance. A total of £1 09 Pounds 12/~ shi“ings ($21 9.20) a year.
£109.12 Pouncls in 1915 is worth £10,66%.01 Pounds or $19,741.50 Australian dollars in 201 9.Avcr3 low wage.
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@ Fn’sci”a’s husband Cgril was one of The O]d Contcmptiblcs, The Bn’tish E_xpcditionary ]:orcc which
served in F|anders within range of the enemy mobile arti”ery between 5 August and 22 Novcmbcr 1914 at the
First Battlc of YPres. T heir stand against a force of ten times their number is lcgcndary and Prcvcntcd the
(German advance against the Channel Ports. Cgril enlisted on Fridag 23 October 1914 and he was Demobilized
on chncsdag 9 APril 1919

]:act: Dame Maud McCarthg the Matron in Cl’n’c{: of Fr‘ancc 1914 ~ 1919 was born in Sgdncg N5W and
was the Matron in Chic{: for the entire Pcn’od of Wor]ci War One.

Fact: Ba"arat is said to have Providcd up to 20 nurses who served in the (areat War from 1914 ~1919,

Fact: Saint Omer where Frisci"a is working for most of this diarg was a considerable hosPitaJ centre with the 4'&’,
10t 7% and 9*" Canadian and New Zealand Stationcry HosPitals, the 58% 59* and 7th (General Hospitals
(Priscilla’s Hospital) as well as the 17t 18% 1%t and 27 Australian Casualtg Clcan'ng Stations.

M Fn’sci“a’s Aunt, Marie [ sther (E ttie) Wardle married William E dward Burbidgc in 1884 the same year
Priscilla was born. William was a chemist and mining engineer who wrote many books and papers and lectured on the
subjcct and was very l’lig]'llﬂ rcsPcctcd in Pallarat. [e was also a very accomplishcd Photographcr. After an
industrial disPutc where Wi"iam thought his workers were bcing harshlg treated the Burbidgcs moved to Gympfc
in Quccnslancl where William later became the Mayor and again a keen Photographcr which may also cxPIain the
many “formal” Photographs of the Family.

]’:acts, Thoug,hts and Charactcrs (8)

f:act(s}: Thc agc]css Cgril!

Cgril’s birth certificate gives Thursc]ag 2] APril 1892 as his official birth date. Uzsing this date would make him 8
years younger than Frisci“a. ]

]n the document Pac‘(agc thereisa St Jolm‘s First Aid certificate for Cgril in 1906 mai(ing him 14 years of age at
the time.

Jn the Bede J]: Bcntlcy cxPcc]ition document “ T o Mcnclc‘c in a Car” brochure there is a C. T. Kirby,
E_nginccr listed . T his cxpcdition was scheduled for August/ScPtcmbcr 1909 but Cgrﬂ would have been on|3
17 years of age at this time. ]F this is not Cgril whg did he and Frisci”a kccP this document.
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Thereis an aPPrcntiCc: “reference” letter for Cgril as an Automobilc: E_nginccr in 1909 which says “he should be
cqua”g caPch of contro”ing men?”, but could this be right when he was onl3 17 years old at the time butit supports

the above cxPcclition information.

Cgril’s recent|3 found Demobilization Ccrti{:icatc for Wedncsdag 9 APnl 1919 makes this even more con{:usir\g
the 9 in 1890 on the certificate is overwriting an 8 and the last digit could be a 0,1,50ré. 50 the dates could be
1880, 1881, 1885, 1886, 1890, 1891,1895 or 1896.

On their marriage certificate of 5aturdag 15 Novc:mbc:r 1919 he claims to be 34 years of age which would make
his birth year 1885.. But based on his birth certificate date Cgril would have been onlg 27 years and 7 months

old when he married Priscilla who was 34 years of age.

thn ma‘dng a lcgal declaration for 5o|c]icr Sc:ttlcr land in 1920 he claims to be 55 years of age. Thfs would fit
with his marriage certificate age of 34 years in November 1919 and would mean a birth year of 1885. But does
not agree with his official birth date where he would have been onlg 28. Remember this is a sworn document.
When cn]isting for World War Two in 1942 Cgril gave his birth date as 2.1 APn'l 1896. T his may have been to
get selected as this would have given him the age of onlg 46 years. If 1896 was correct he would have been 12 years
younger than Priscilla and married agcc] onlg 23 years.

On Cgril’s 1968 Victorian Drivers | icence his date of birthis 2.1 Mag 1896 .

On Cgril’s Death Certificate he is listed as bcing 8% years of age which intcrcstinglg would have given him the
birth year of 1885.fwe use his acccptccl birth year he was onlg 76 years old when he died.

]:act: Frisci”a served her entire 3 years and 9 months of service in the Great War in various hosPitals in ]:rancc.
Sl'u: served in a variety of hosPitals in 10 different location as follows. Saint Omer, No 7 Gcncra] Hospital, 32
weeks; Bethune, 33rd Casualtg Clcaﬁng Station, 14 wccks; Wimcrcu)g/Aubcrgc, 8t Stationcrg Hospital, 63
weeks; Hardclot, No 25 General Hospital, 1 week; E_bbling]—\cm, 1 5"" casualtg C]caring Station, 20 wcclcs;
Amiens, 42nd Stationcrg Hospital, 3 weeks. She met Cgril her husband here. [Havre, 2~d gcncral Hospital, 14
weeks; Frevent, }9"]’ Casualtg Clcaring Station, 5 weeks; Saint Fol, j2th Stationcrg Hospital, 3 dags; Camiers,
4th Gcncral HosPital, 22 weeks, Frisci“a also said she worked for 4 weeks in a | ondon 2000 bed hosPita| after the

end 01(: the war.,

Facts, Thoughts and Charactcrs (9)

MTI‘IC {:arming years 1920-1927

Four dags before their WCclcling n Novcmbcr on Tucsc]ag 11 November 1919 T erence Cgril Kirl)g (name as per
the aPPIication) aPP]icd in Mclboumc fora Qualiﬁcation Ccrtimcicatc under the Dischargccl 5oldicrs 5c:tt]cmcnt
Acts foran area of 20 acres of land for irrigation and fruit growing at Ngah, near Swan Hill in the Ma"cc regjon
of Victoria 311 kilometres from Ba"arat. The aPPIication stated he was living at “Wavcrlcg” Dawson Street in
Ba”arat, Frisci“a’s Parcnta| home and he signcc] this and all the Following documents as | erence C. Kirby A
Ccrthcicatc of Quahfication to aPPlH for | and under the Dischargcc] 5o|c]icrs Settlement Act 1917 was
aPProvcc] in the name of T erence Cgril Kirby on Tucsc]ag 2% Decembcr 1919. Six months later on ]':ric]ag P
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Junc 1920 at Swan Hl“ he made a solemn declaration to some of the Fo”owing, “l am 35 years of age” of course
this would mean he was born in 1885 not 1 892.“) have a qualificd certificate for irrigation {:arming” it may be that
after his wedding in November 1919 Cgril went to work on a property in the Nyah area for six months to get “on
thejob” irrigation training, | own no land?. “ \Wife owns no land?. « | will rcciuire assistance for the purpose of” Fruit
growing; and then he seems to list exPcricnces, “six months cxPcricnce Ngal'x; E_xPcr’iencc on cattle ranch 5out|1
America; 41/2years service in France. Wife 4 years as nurse. Wife no exPericnce on land, No Pension, Good
hcalth, jst aPPlication, make own arrangements re house. Tl']c lease was grantcd from this date (Fridag) 11 Junc
1920 for allotments 70 (which in fact was 71) and 71A which was an’l’s second Prchrcncc. Over time the
dcscn'Ptions of the exact locations have become confused but on the Fublic Record Oﬁ:icc Victoria, So}dicr
5ctt}cmcnt website you can go cxactlg to the site on a map and also see the site on satellite. [ ven the records are
comcusing rcgarding the location of the land. |t is listed as, Parish: Tytgndcr West; Countg: Tatchera, | and
District Mallee. Cgril Terence Chardes Kirbg is listed as living in Ngah West with occuPation as Orchadist. T he
exact location of the land is on the Woorinen-Vinifera Road close to the community of Vinifera which is 5.4kms
south of Ngah West and 24kms north of Swan Hiill.. Cgril aPPlicd for 20 acres the documents say thcy received
25 acres however the actual size was 16 acres. Thcg worked the farm until late 1 926 or carlg 1927. On Tucsdag
24 M33 1927 the farm was transferred to [ ric l__anglcy Sutton but by this time Fn’sciﬂa and Cyn’l were Iiving at
121 chstchtrcct Ba”arat and his occuPation was Motor Enginccré' Managcr. T heirreasons for scuing were,

climatic conditions, wife & children (mcdica]),, uncongcniality of work, rcsumPtion of original Promccssion,

Bib]iographq “of sorts” (1)

Frimarg Sources
Websites

Wardle {:amily blogspot at HT‘TyF://war<:”e~1camilq‘HogsPo’c.com‘au/ (Jenni |brahim)

Australian Nurses in \Norlc{ \Nar | at auswwi nurscs.wcc[)lg,com

Discovering our Anzacs AWM

Scar]ett Finders (Research work }33 Sue Light)

Looking For T he [T vidence (Research work 139 Jenni{:cr Baker}

A\ustralian Nurses in World War 1

National Archives of Australia (NAA), Discovering Anzacs, Australians in Queen Alexandra’s [mperial
Military Nursing Service Reserve (QAIMNSK)
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Great War I:orm ( Heather (Frev) Ford)

Sources

Websites
Australian War Museum (AWM)
State | ibrary of Victoria
National | ibrary of Australia (NLLA)- T rove
T he Shrine- Melbourne
Victorian RSL/ ANZAC House
Books
Ba”arat Base Hospital Nurse Training School chisters 1888 — 1988, 1.\W Menadue, Harrg Brown
Printers, Ba”arat.
Harris, Kristy, [ntroduction and Australian nursing and training in More than Pombs and Pandages, PBig Sky
Fub]ishing, 2010 1.
Fatsg Aclam~5mith  Australian VWomen At War, T homas Nelson Australia, 1984
FPeter Rees, Anzac (Girls, | he Extraorc{inarg Storﬂ of our World War | Nurses, Allen & (nwin.
Anthea Hﬂslop, 5overe{gn Kemedies, A historg of Ba”arat PBase Hospital 1850s to 1980s, A“en & (Jnwin
1989
Film and T elevision
The Crimson [Field, BB 2014 Drama set in World War One Military Hospital in [ rance. (Jses exact
reP]icas of actual uniforms badgcs etc. (DVD)
ANZAC Girls, ABC 2013 Australian and New /ealand nurses in the (Great War, Real People,

P]&CCS

and stories.(D\/D)

Alssistance

Charles Sturt Universit9 Archive (Wagga Wagga) (Ji”ian Ul”) Kolhagen) - Digital copging

|nside back cover
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Young Frisci“a Xmas 1907
Priscilla dedicated this formal studio Portrait to her “(Grandma® and namesake Priscilla Wardle (nec brgan) for Xmas 1907.
DcPcnding on the exact date the Portraft was taken she may have been either 22 or 2% years of age (birthclay 9 Dcccmbcr)

and close to ciuali)cying as a nurse.
Hcr “(3randma® was married to ]"‘lcnrg Wi“iam Warc“c, The news of her Grandfathers death reached Frisci“a in late 1 915

and is mentioned on Diarg page 9%,
The Portrait surround is labelled “chan Ggmpic” and may have been taken bg lwig]'llg rcsPcctcd Australian Photograp]wcr

John James William Roﬂing (Jack) Fegan of Ggmpic,
Jacl( chan was also Frcsiclcnt o]c the Fro{:cssional F]‘)otograp]wers o]c Quccnsland and travelled t]’xroug]’xout Australia taldng
the Portraits of many famous Australians.

Back cover

Januarg 2020 Fagc 28%



Friscilla Wardle Diarg Transcription

LESTWETFORGET

Scptcmbcr 2019

ADDITIONAL FPAGES and PAGE UPDATES-JANUARY 2020

Januarg 2020 Fagc 284



rrisciiia \/\/ardic L)iar\i,) Tmranscription

The origiriai Diarg Transcription was started in Octoiaer 2018 and Printecl (coPiecD in September 2019. Asis
the nature of such documents corrections, feedback (from Jermi ) and in this case the ciiscover3 of another box
containing Pi‘iotographs, documents and notes from [riscilla has given us an oPPortunitg to either add or not add
this extra information, detail, corrections , coPies of extra documents and Photograplﬂs etc to the originai Diarg

Transcription.

|n an effort to avoid confusion i)g simpiﬂ aciclirig extra pages to the origiriai trariscriptiori and therebg i'iavirig to re~
Paginate the whole document | have decided on the iCo”owirig strategy.

FAGE UFDATES
uPdatcci pages will use the current page number with all the ci'iangcs and uPciating added and will have Januar9

2020 in the bottom left hand corner rePiacing Septcmbcr 2019. When ciiscussing the document with others or if
you have any questions or corrections Piease refer to the dating on your copy of the page under discussion to

avoid confusion.

List of uPdatcd pages for JANUAKY ZOZO

1;2;88; 148; 150; 152; 160; 164; 208; 238; 250; 252; 25%; 259; 26 1;262;27%; 276; 278;279;280; 282;

ADDITIONAL FAGES
T hese pages will be cicar13 headed with for exampie, Additional Fages - \)anuarg 2020, and will mirror the format

currentiy used in the Diarg Transcription. [However page numbers will continue on from the last page number used.

When available coPies of all the Additional Fages and Fage UPc‘iates will be sent to you. Mg suggestion is to
simpig slide the uPdatcd pages over your current pages and to keep the additional pages together in one sleeve
either at the back of the folder or immeciiatelg Fo”owing the similar section to which theﬁ referin your current copy

of the Diarﬁ.

For those who want the ciigitai copy of the current “Master” this will aiwags be available for si'iaring to you via
Googie Drrive after the uPciating is completeci and | will send you the link via your email,

Rega rds

Pob

ADDITIONAL PAGE.S and PAGE UPDATES-JANUARY 2020
Attachmcnt f:our (I 6) - Fhotographs, Fostcarcis, Documcnts, Mcdais & Badgc
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Priscilla’s - E)allarat District Hospi’ral — Nurse Certificate
Rcccntly discovered. T his is a thick leather covered, menu sized, folderin dccp burgundy (wine) colour with gold cmbossing(
Togct]‘ncrwiti'n the certificates on pages 287,288 and 289 t]‘ncy allow us to accuratcl_g detail and date Priscilla’s nursing training

as detailed in Priscilla — A brief E)iography (1) on page 261,
ADDITIONAL FPAGE.S and PAGE UPDATES-JANUARY 2020

Attachmcnt Four (H-) -~ Fhotographs, Fostcards, Documcnts, Meclals & Badgc
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Y P

Discovered rcccntlg Priscilla ‘s (General Nursing Certificate is in poor condition and the |nfectious Diseases Nursing

Ccrl:i{:icatc is in very poor conclition, torn in two Pieces and very Fragilc. T]‘)cg show Priscilla was {:uuy qualhciccl in l:cbruarg
1909 when agcd 24-( see also Priscilla = A brief E)iographg (1) on page 261)

ADDITIONAL PAGES and PAGE UPDATES-JANUARY 2020

Attachment Four (15) ~| hotorahs Fostcards, Documents, Medals & Badge
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3 mp\c‘ﬁs OF THE COMJ

Certificate @ of Efficiencp.

Australian Army Nursing Service.

v . Pistrict 5 2
REGISTERED NO, » ,! P /:

This is to Certify m—-ﬂm.f Lt

of the Australian Army Narsing Service fa_ ———— /(/(Z'ﬂ £ ——— _ hasaltendeda
Course of Sectures on the Organization of Milltary Fespilals, Fygiene, and Military Sugr.q. and has quakified
for a Caetificate In accordance with The Instructions lakl dmvnjor'eﬁkimcy.'
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Pricilla’s Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS), Certificate of E_FFicicncg( This certificate indicates that Priscilla was
an AANS nurse (Probablg the Rcscrvc) from the middle oFJul_g 1909. At the bottom the reverse of this certificate details
Priscilla’s ycarly updatcs to kccP her quali{:fcation current. She is rcgistcrcd as No 15 in Victoria.
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PROGRAMME
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A copy of the interesting Conccrt on board the R M 5 “Orontcs” Monday io May 1915 on the way to Lonclon. Noticc the cost of

the “Frogrammc”.

Tl‘nc list oFsignaturcs on the “Programmc” are : Australian nurses, E_clith Victoria Donaldson; Frisci"a Wardlc. May joth 1915; Jcmima
“Minnie” ]__ogic Chapman; E_ Gertrude Ada Nge; ]sabel Russc“ Ross; E_Elccn ang. Australian doctors, Wi“iam Ar‘tl‘nur Bowman; AlFrcd
John Trinca; Waltcr Cccil Marsclcn; David Hardie; Wi}berforcc Stcphcn Ncwton; Gcorge Cl’uac]wcn Bury. ]talian doctor Luigi di
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Mascio. Unknown, E_ Coultcr; B E_c]gar Pike. Mang of these signatures are also on Diarg page 100.

The concert was ear13 in the voyage however the issue of concerts is a little conFusing. Priscilla appears to mention this concert on Diarg

page 2% but on Diar3 page 20 she talks abouts rehearsals and a concert which may have l’laPP@ﬂCCl on ]:ridaﬂ 7 Maﬂ 1915. Also other

activities such as a Birthday party. The social activity calendar seems to have been very full.
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Friscilla Wardle Diarg Transcription
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Friscilla 1909
Priscilla was Probablg 24 years of age in this soft graPhite Pencil sketch Photo effect Por‘trait by Fraser Studio in Pallarat.
This tcchm’quc was very Painsta‘dng to create as Photographic line art. Toclay many computer aPPhcations assist PcoPle to do this process
very simPlH with their own Photographs.
At the time of this “Photograph” Frisci“a had rcccntly fu“g quali{:iccl as a nurse and may have started or recently comPlctec:I her Australian
Anng Nursing Service (AANS) training,
The Fhotographer’s signature is styh'zcc] in a vertical way to the left of Priscilla with Possiblg aCanda long tail on the letter | for Fraser,
at the base of which may be a scrolled B and the date 1909 half way to the right.
Has this very artistic Photograpl-\ “been created meﬁculously by Cora Beatrice Fraser (nee Willets) an art Photographerin herown riglﬂ:
and the wife of studio owner Lconarcl A“an Frascr who bougl—nt the studio from Cora’s father Georgc Wi“cts. Wc can assume Cora grew
up with the art of PhotograPhH. ltisa very beautiful “Photographic sketch.”
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